At Paradigm Consulting Co.

All meetings take place in the
Paradigm Consulting

Conference Room, unless
otherwise noted
245 Main St., Bethel, VT
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Reqular Meetings
7PM
Monday, February 1, 2010
Monday, March 1, 2010
Monday, April 5, 2010

Special Events
Log Drives on the White River

John Barrows
Sunday, 2PM, Feb.21, 1010

See us at the Town Meeting,
March 2, 2010

BBA Home & Business Expo
March 13, 2010

May 29, 2010
Postcard and History Fair
Whitcomb HS
New Exhibits

Many dealers of postcards,
ephemera, books, etc

Antique Appraisals with
appraiser and auctioneer
Josh Steenburgh
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Life on Christian Hill

Mrs. Joiner’ s old home, just off the road to the
Center, was the scene of many pleasant church
parties (Episcopalian) some 80 to 90 years ago,
at atime when our horse sheds could not hold all
the teams that drove in from the farms.

We note that at her baptism, James Wilson is
listed as one of her ancestors.
John J. Wilson
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“Now we are at the Sanders dooryard; the house
and barns are dark and silent undernezath the
stars. A surly, shaggy black dog comes grum-
bling to the edge of the yard. Therein the etched
lines of gray shadows cast by the branches of
balm-gilead tree, he pauses and barks hatefully.
After we have passed, he sits down in the drive-
way and barks some more—at the moon, per-
haps.
“We remember, brother, that tree. We had pan-
dered at its huge and swollen buds covered in
early spring with a strange and sticky substance
of an aromatic pungence. And the surly dog! His
name was ‘ Sharon’ - remember?
“Another turn, another steep upgrade! A stranger
might think this constantly climbing road would
never end. To us, however, it has been but a
comparatively short ride. Now level ground, and
the mare quickens her pace definitely; the warm
barn and hay manger are quite near.
“We look long at the sloping fields, the sheer,
stark beauty of their acres, stretching away under
the moon’s clear light, holds for us a haunting
fascination. Then we are aware that before us are
the old familiar home buildings. Without direc-
tion or guidance, the mare turnsinto the yard
and comes to a stop. House, sheds, barns, an
L-formation, all exactly aswe knew them.
Through the windows gleams a lamp-light. This
humble, weathered cottage and that gleam of
light have drawn us many miles, my brother.
Thisisour home—surely it is our home—our
parents are there and....
“Only adream! Yes, only adream. Of redlity,
the only portion of it all which has survived for
usistheland....the hills and the fields—and he
unchanging skies. And dreams are meant to be
dreamed only by those who can follow them
through in minuteness.

—-Continued on page two —-
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all memberswho have
so generously donated items and money to our society,
we appreciateit!
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Hial Alvin Hat ch and Mildred on horse. About 1918
Mr. Hatch was born on Christian Hill on April 3, 1824 Some folks have
wondered if they

would have to attend
all our meetings if

they join our society.

The answer is:
We'd LOVE to see
you at the
meetings but it is not
required

Undated photo of Georgiana Hatch Joiner, with husband James and
children Joyce and Dorothy

Undated photo of Georgiana Hatch Joiner >>>>>
She was born on Christian Hill, Aug. 21, 1850

She is the grandmother of Mrs. Carol Barnhart who contacted us,
and the writer of the articles on the previous pages, as well asthe
poem on page 6



Thisarticlefirst appeared in the White River Valley Herald
Vacation Edition,  Randolph, VT, August 7, 1969

Bethel Granite Builds

Interstate Highway 89
Mining, Stone-Crushing Operation
Full Blast on Christian Hill
Travelers on Interstate Highway 89 between Sharon
and Brookfield will travel on aroadbed and surface
made from high-quality Bethel White Granite, one of
the hardest building stones known.
Approximately two feet of base material and asphalt
made with the same stone will be beneath the speeding
cars as they head north and south on the limited access
super-highway. The roadbed will consist of roughly 18
inches of granite base material plus about 6 1/2 inches
of asphalt surface material in which a smaller-sized
graniteis used.
Beneath the 24 inches of granite base and surfaceisa
six inch cushion of sand and gravel.
Interstate 89 should be there for along time.
The huge amounts of granite material going into the
24 miles of divided highway between Sharon and
Brookfield are being obtained from high up on
Christian Hill, near the old Rock of Ages quarry, still
producing and which in former years produced the
granite used in constructing the Union Station in
Washington, D.C. and several Midwestern state
capitols.
Producing the granite for the highway job is a spec-
tacular mining and stone-crushing operation set up on
the site last spring by the Perini Corp. who has the
contract for the second phase construction of the 24-
mile stretch of double-barreled highway.
The asphalt mixes which make the surfacing material
are being made in a plant set up on the same location
by the L.M. Pike and Sons which has the subcontract
for the surfacing.
William Murphy, resident engineer for the State High-
way Dept. said this week that both the base and as-
phalt surface is expected to be completed between the
Sharon interchange and the new interchange at Route
107 in Royalton in another week. The section of high-
way between Sharon and Royalton is due to be open to
traffic November 15.
Randolph stretch next. Work has already begunin
placing the rock base on the highway between Royal-
ton and Randolph. The first layer of coarse stone can
be seen looking South on the West lane from
Randol ph interchange. Murphy said a start has al'so
been made at the Brookfield end, near Pond village,

In laying the 6 inches of sand and gravel that provide
the cushion for the super imposed rock base. Perini
Corp. and Pike Co. workmen are pushing hard to com-
plete the laying of the rock base and asphalt surface all
the way to Brookfield before this Winter. The finish-
ing touches on the highway between Royalton and
Brookfield, however, will probably not be completed
this year and are not scheduled to be open to traffic
until 1970.

Several layers.

The rock base consists of two nine-inch layers of
coarse stone about 4 inches in diameter, atotal thick-
ness of 18 inches. A filling deposit of granite dust and
small stone up to about a half inch in diameter is
placed on top of the coarse stone, and rolled.

On top of that comes two two and a half inch layers of
asphalt mix containing crushed stone up to two inches
in size, and finally one and three quarter inches of
asphalt containing stone up to a half inch in size, the
final coat. Another coating of asphalt surface material
will be applied several years later.

Crushing Plant.

The Stone crushing plant installed by the Perini Corp.
on Christian Hill has to be seen to be believed. Men
with drilling rigs swarm over the upper level of the
exposed rock face. Several times aweek dynamiteis
placed in the holes and set off, loosing huge volumes
of rock. Huge steam shovels, one with an eight yard
bucket pick up the broken stone and dump it into huge
trucks that run constantly between the steam shovel
and the maw of the first stone crusher which starts the
job of breaking it up.

There are three stone crushers in tandem, each with
several screens for separating severa sizes of rock.
The final screening produces a granite sand, and sizes
range from that to the four to six inch pieces coming
out of the first crusher. The plant works 24 hours a
day. During the day, a great cloud of dust envelopes
the scene, and at night under the bright light the area
looks like acorner of Hades.

Power for the operation is produced by diesel electri-
cal generators. Great piles of various sizes of crushed
stone are stored around the operation, gleaming white
in the sunlight. A constant succession of big trucks
come into the area, get loaded directly from the crush-
ers or from the stock piles, and head down through a
great gap cut in the rock onto Interstate 89 whichis
close-by, to deposit their load on the emerging high-
way. Since the stone plant started to operate in May, it
has processed, up to last week, 265,000 cubic yards of
rock and delivered 600,000 tons of sized stone for the
highway.



Bethel Granite Builds Interstate Highway 89



Bethel Historical Society Annual Report 2009
The Bethel Historical Society is anon-profit organization dedi-
cated to preserve, collect and to share the history and artifacts of
our town. Our membership remains steady at over 200 paid
members. The Bethel Historical Society’s members are people
who care about each other, our heritage, traditions and the com-
munity of Bethel. We appreciate everyone' s membership and
special donations of time and talent, making thisall possible.

The BHS appreciates the $500 grant from our town which we
received again in 2009.

The past year was another busy one for our society. We featured
many interesting programs with talented speakers, including the
3 Annual Postcard and History Fair. Bethel was also the site of
the first White River Valley Historical Fair., held on August 15™.
The nine participating historical societies received “The Award
of Excellence in Education” from the VT. Historical Society.

Highlights from our 2009 activities include the following:

Jan 11™ Annual Meeting with guest speaker Robert Bogdan,
Professor Emeritus at Syracuse Univ. presented a slide program
on Real Photo Postcard Guide, The People' s Photography

In March we were set up at the Town Meeting aswell as the
BBA’s Home, Garden and Business Expo.

In May Bill Johanssen presented the 2™ part of the History of the
[talian community in Bethel, titled “ The Italian Invasion of
Bethel”.

Also in May, wee organized the 3" Postcard and History Fair at
WHS, which was another great event and well attended.

In September Joan and Gary Wood presented an excellent
program about August Cook and his woodcuts

In October John Dumville, President of the Royalton Hist. Soc.,
presented a program about the Raid on Royalton

Early in December the BHS accepted an invitation from the
Joseph Smith Memorial Birthplace for avisit to the site in
Sharon. Attendees were treated to an interesting history program
We closed the 2009 activities with our always fun-filled program
“Christmases Past”. A specia addition this year was a slide show
and talk by John Lutz, explaining the origin of Christmas
Greeting Postcards.

During the year we helped many individuals from around the
country with information about their Bethel ancestors. Also
several local organizations with answers to questions they had
and some small monetary grants.

August 15",

Early in Feb. plans were well in motion for the White River Val-
ley Historical Fair. Bethel and Rochester Historical Societies took
the leadership for this event which was a huge success.

A special thank you to everyone who has donated items and
money to our society. Remember, your donations aretax de-
ductible. We are always grateful to receive your donations.
Aswe look forward we still hope to relocate the museum to a
more accessible location with office space in one location. Per-
haps our dream will come true in 20107 We need your support to
make this areality.

Respectfully submitted

Nick Nikolaidis, President
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Annual Meeting Report

Newly elected Officers:

President Nick Nikolaidis

Vice President Janet Hayward Burnham
Secretary Kevin Flynn

Treasurer Susie Fedak

We wish to thank Rose Leonard for serving as our faithful secretary
and Kent Batcheller for serving so many years as our treasurer.

After our business meeting our members were entertained by our
special guest speaker, Euclid Farnham, who spoke about the history
of Vermont’s covered bridges. Everyone was fascinated by the vast
knowledge Mr. Farnham has about covered bridges. He spoke well
over an hour without any notes. Thank you Mr. Farnham for avery
interesting program

L ost Snowbanks

The Springtime Pasture on
Christian Hill, 1921
| wish that | might walk again
A field | used to know,
A fallow, useless piece of land
That felt not plow nor hoe;

But from whose scanty depth of soil
Overlying ledges gray,
Emerged a magic wealth of bloom
With each recurrent May.

Along the line of sheltering wall,
And neath an old beech tree
White violets and star-grass

Were there for me to see

Anemones and trillium,

Blue-ets and columbine,
Bloodroot and sweet arbutus
And all of these were mine.

White daisies mocked snowbanks
Of Winter months just past,
While golden chaliced buttercups
Their butter-shadows cast
On childish chins uplifted
Aschildren ranin play,

Or paused to drink unknowingly
Deep draughts of childhood’ s day.

Now in that silent interim
Twixt consciousness and sleep,
When mind is bordering on the verge
Of dumber, light or deep,

In memory then | walk again
That field | used to know,

(The fallow, useless piece of land
Whereon no crop would grow)
And the daisies mock lost snowbanks
In agolden afterglow.



Christian Hill Barbecue 1946-1952
by Davis L. Dimock

| was born in 1946, the year of the first Christian Hill Barbecue. My own memorieskick inin 1950-1952, but the or-
ganization of the events was always atopic of conversation in our house and my mother kept notes as well as articles and
endlessinvoices and volunteer lists, etc. She also wrote about the Christian Hill Barbecuesin her book, A Home of Our
Own, so many of my memories were aided by my mother’ s notes and records.

What stands out in my memory is not only the proceedings themselves (and the fact that | was allowed soda pop — usu-
aly forbidden in our household), but the organization of the events and how organization constitutes a neighborhood and
then community as awhole. Thereis no better way to get to know your neighbors than to work along side them. About
40 people worked at each barbecue, doing things like making gravy, serving coffee, cooking the beef, keeping the cook
awake during the 18 plus hours it was cooking, and taking tickets for ice cream cups.

Genesis of the Christian Hill Barbecues

In the early 1940’ s a group of neighbors on Christian Hill would get together in June to celebrate three birthdays and
four wedding anniversaries. These gatherings were held near Marshall and Gladys “Pen” Dimock’s pond. Since a
majority of those present had chores to do, the gatherings would not start until 7pm. It was at one such gathering in 1945
that the suggestion for a picnic in the middle of the day emerged. Hard cider got the ideas flowing, and the decision to
make this picnic a barbecue soon emerged, quickly followed by the inspiration “let’ s cook awhole cow”.

Hence the genesis of the Christian Hill Barbecue which was first held in 1946 and every summer thereafter until 1952.
Thefirst two years' attendance was about 300 citizens, increasing to 400 in 1948, 500 in 1950, 750 in 1951 and alimit of
600 in 1952.

The barbecue was held at what was known as the Brown place, situated on what was then the DuBoise Farm between
Randolph and East Bethel on the road that the Interstate cut off. The location was a beautiful pasture where the serving
tables and cooking fires were set up under arim of trees around the edge of the pasture.

People
In 1946 and 1947 entertainment was provided by Y odeling Slim and Blue Eyed Celia, a husband and wife team special-

izing in old favorites and western cowboy songs. In 1948 there was informal entertainment like tug-of-war and softball.
The 1949 entertainment was by the Bethel Band with 12 pieces, Richard Ellis directing and Mrs. Irene Dean and Miss
Meredith Fay as mgjorettes. During the last three years a group out of Cambridge and Boston called Old Joe Clark’s
Gang sang and played and sgquare danced and helped with much of the work.

Obviously with an attendance of 750 in 1951, people came from far and wide in the upper valley, but some notable
personages also came from ‘all the corners of the earth”. 1n 1949 those attending included the Dilawa of Hutucktu from
Outer Mongolia, Robert Eaton and his family from his ranch in the interior of Paraguay, the arctic explorer Vilhjalmur
Stefansson (who had a summer placein Bethel), and “The Living Buddha'. | have letters from Life Magazine looking
for pictures of the Living Buddha, and many remember him walking down the Main Street of Bethel. The beauty queen
was the 2 year old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Onon of Mongolia, a charming child who won the admiration of all.

Thefood

Deciding how to cook the yearling Angus steer was question one. Rotating it on a spit would lead to wasting too many
juices and so they decided on a steaming method which was apparently used in ‘old fashioned’ barbecues. The rule of
thumb was that a beef that dressed off at 450# to 500# would feed 1000 people, so our beefs ranged from about 350# to
450#. Riley Bostwick of Rochester raised and ‘fitted’ the beef and Eugene Rhodes of South Woodstock was engaged as
the cook. Finding an apparatus to cook the beef was harder. After trips as far afield as New Hampshire, it was decided to
make do with what we had by using maple sugaring rigs to steam the beef. A so-caled arch 12’ long, 5 wideand 3’
high was built of stone and chinked with sods or mud. A stove pipe at the far end drew the heat, so the fire was only
needed at the front end. They put aregular sugar evaporator over the arch and a steel pan, 6” narrower and slanted, in-
side the evaporator. It rested on wooden cleats to keep the two bottoms from coming together and 2-3” of water was
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&ept in the lower pan at all times. The beef carcass, trussed and stuffed, was moved on a stretcher made of two wooden
rails and asling of wire supporting the animal, and rested inside this pan. Then they covered the whole thing with a tight-
fitting hood 5" high with adoor in front so they could check how the cooking was going. The cover was made to order
by Graham'’s Hardware of Bethel. Starting at 4 pm the day before, the beef was cooked for about 18 hours.

There were additional arches and fires for coffee, gravy and potatoes, each under a tarpaulins strung up for shade, and
with its own crew of people cooking and then serving .

Cole slaw replaced salad once it was learned they could use the institutional shredder at the Ag School (now VTC).
About 4 people made mashed potatoes in sap buckets, and gravy was quickly made by another 3-4 people once the beef
was out of the pan.

There were 3-4 carvers who put slices of beef on cookie sheets and then 2 servers dished the meat onto beds of mashed
potatoes as people started down the line of servers.

A rope was strung along the line of serving tables to keep the people moving along in single file while they were being
served. My mother’ s notes state that after the first year they realized that “a secret of speed isto serve the dinersinstead
of allowing them to serve themselves’. This even extended to milk and sugar for coffee after the pitcher of milk was
spilled one year. Even using servers, in 1951 it took afull 2 hoursto get everyone served. Thiswas one of the main rea-
sons the attendance was limited the following year.

Picnickers brought their own silverware and plates. Paper plates were deemed useless after the first year — they got
soggy too quickly and the load of food was too heavy for them. People who had been to one barbecue usually turned up
with a big pie plate the next time.

Altogether 40 to 50 people worked on the meal each year, along with one or two roving troubleshootersto assist if there
was a bottleneck in the serving line.

Finances

The cost of the event was $1.00 which covered everything. Children under six were half price until 1951, when children
under ten were half price. | don’'t know just why the change was made. Whatever ‘ profit’ there was made was donated
to the Vermont Children’s Aid Society, Inc.

In 1948 the total income was $380.04 and the total expenses were $292.03 for a balance of $88.01.
In 1951 the total income was $629.49 and the total expenses were $342.82 for a balance of $286.67. That year we
donated $200 to the Children’s Aid Society, spent $5.00 for Lewis Gifford to fix the pan and put $81.00 in the bank.

Thenight before

Aside from my memories of the barbecue being organized and the amazing amount of work my mother did coordinating
people and the tasks they did, | remember the sheer masses of people, the soda pop, and the juxtaposition of arches,
tables, trees, pastures and people. Thefinal year, 1952, | was allowed to attend the community picnic held at the
grounds the night before the barbecue while the beef cooked and the cook and his hel per toted water and fed the fires
with at least a cord of wood. Keeping the cook awake was one of the main goals of this evening. There were
hamburgers and hot dogs cooked over the arches, deserts were pooled on one of the big tables, and Lincoln Jones
cooked big pots of coffee which | was allowed to drink.

Then a bonfire was built in the middle of the pasture and something like a hundred people sat around it and enjoyed
music and singing lead by Old Joe Clark’s Gang until it was time to go home. | felt like an adult.
The next day we al returned and were joined by hundreds of people who attended the Christian Hill Barbecue.

The beef cooking pan and cover remain in our barn 60 years later, and so the barbecues probably stay in my conscious-
ness because | see them almost every day.

Except for 1947 which was remembered as very, very hot, the weather was always beautiful and the rain venue was
never needed. The gods smiled on the Christian Hill community.

My mother remembered that the butter always seemed to be in a sunny spot.
8



Quantitiesand Costs of food and supplies
for a picnic for 500-750 people
(from Pen Dimock’s notes)

Beef and stuffing

1 Angus beef, 3461b. dressed $173.00
50 loaves stale bread 1.48
25 #Onions 1.50
5# Salt pork 345
6 boxes poultry seasoning ?

Mashed potatoes & bread and butter:

200# potatoes 6.00
5# oleo 1.02
1 case evaporated milk 6.56
25 loaves fresh bread 6.00
124# fresh butter 9.48
Drinks
10# coffee 9.40
4 Y5 yds. cheesecloth for coffee bags 75
10# sugar 1.00
16 cases of soda (8 o0z bottles) 16.26
4 cases coke-cola 3.96
50# milk (at $5.88 cwt
— compare to today’ s milk prices) 294
Cole Slaw
2-3 sacks of cabbages ?
vinegar and mayonnaise 4.40
Dessert
Pies 3.00
600 ice cream ‘cups 42.50
Miscellaneous
208 paper cups 5.10
1roll table cloth paper 4.00
400 #ice 2.00
Newspaper ad, 13 lines 1.95

Spaulding press. 60 posters, 30 arrow
signs, 500 adult & 150 child tickets ~ 17.45

Tickets from the Christian Hill BBQ in 1946 and 1948
Note the entertainment by Y odeling Slim and Blue Eyed Celia



10 Here are some pictures from the Christian Hill Barbeque
The Autumn 1949 issue of Vermont Life also had an article by Gladys Dimock

Shown in the picture above is Marshall Dimock
Davis Dimock, with his back to the camera, was also at this event that year
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BHS RAFFLE COMING SOON!

We have already received severa very
nice prizes to be raffled off. Including
severa nice items made by local artists
and craftspeople.

Raffle tickets will go on sale soon.

Don’'t miss your chance to get some tickets
Drawing March 13th at the BBA Home, Garden
and Business Exp at WHS

Log Drives on the White River
Presented by
John Barrows
February 21, 2010
At 2PM
Paradigm Consulting Conference Room
Mr. Barrows gave this very interesting talk last
August at our White River Valley Historical Fair.
Many folks didn’t get a chance to hear him so
Mr. Barrows has kindly agreed to do a repeat
performance for us.
As aways, our events are open to the public
and refreshments will be available

Bethel White Granite, from the E. B. Ellis Co. Quarry on Christian Hill,
was used to build the Great Union Station in Washington, D.C. in 1903
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Bethel Historical Society
PO Box 25
Bethel, VT 05032

Lo
# $10&'( )*l+

JHaywardBurnham@aol.com MAIL TO:
19 %+

%' - Lo

A

v
al

Yr e Y Y e Yo Y e v Y 2 e
" You can see the newsletter in

"* COLOR & our meeting min-

" utes, onthe OFFICIAL

X

12

.. Bethel Website:
2 http://bethelvt.com ¢

T 7F TF TF TF 1F ¥ ¥ 1 TF TF TF 1F 1F

’

NN

% 3%

Place First
Class
Postage
Stamp Here

Bethel History Quiz

Can you identify thislocation?
Thefirst person to send the correct answer
viaUS Mail will receive:

ONE YEAR FREE
MEMBERSHIPTO BHS

Please send your answer to:

Nick Nikolaidis

1398 Brink Hill RD

Bethel, VT 05032

Make sureyou include

your name & address

In the event of multiple

CORRECT answers,

the earliest postmarked entry will win.

Please note, in order to give everyone an equal
chance to win we will only take answers by US
MAIL.

khkkkhkkhkhhkhkhkkkkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhkkhkkhkhkhhhhhhx

We had awinner for our last quiz.
Congratulationsto Mary Ordway Davis who
correctly identified the event and location in the
picture.

It was the dedication of the new Church Street bridge in

1929, after the 1927 flood and the building
in the pictureislocated at the bottom of the bridge, now
the White River Credit Union.

Another two-part question.
1) Identify the location
2) Which railroad used the tracks in this picture?



