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Since there is so much talk about our schools lately, we’ve decided to dedicate this newsletter to 
the history of the Bethel schools. We hope to get many stories to add to our collection.  We’d 

especially love to hear from anyone who attended or taught at some of the small local schools and 
from any owners of the old school houses. Does anyone have pictures we could borrow to copy? 
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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

The first school in Bethel was probably a log 
cabin built soon after the town was chartered. 
Up to 1850 there were two Bethel School Dis-
tricts in the village of Bethel, No 3 & No 5. 
District 3 was on Main St. built of brick from 
the Adams Kiln, about 1810.  
District 5 was at the northeast intersection of 
Church and Pleasant Streets. 
In 1851 the town voted to build a two room 
graded school on the Common and combined 
the two districts to form District No.3.  
 
This new school soon became too small and 
two more rooms were added at this time. 
 
In 1885 the “Bethel Graded School”  district 
was organized. 
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 	 	Regu lat ing 

Al l At Paradigm Consulting Co. 

All meetings take place in the  
Paradigm Consulting  

Conference Room, unless  

otherwise noted 

245 Main St., Bethel, VT 

************************* 

Regular  Meetings 

Monday, May 4 , 2009 -7PM 

 

Monday, June 1, 2009 - 
7PM 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

May 17, 2009 

Sunday, 2PM 

Italian Invasion 

Bill Johansen 

************* 

May 23, 2009 

Saturday 
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9AM—3PM 

Whitcomb HS 

The 1888 Annual Town Report of Bethel lists 
the following 13 school districts: 
District No 1    East Bethel School 
District No 2     Christian Hill School 
District No 3   Bethel Town 
District No  4  Locust Creek                          
District No  6  Old Church 
District No 7    Gilead School 
District No 8    Camp Brook 
District No 9  Lympus 
District No 10  Albert King’s 
District No   11 Lilliesville 
District No 12 Finley Bridge 
District No 13      The Mountain School (off 
top of Camp Brook  not there anymore) 
NOTE: on the 1869 map there are 14 
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In 1890, Albert Whitcomb died and left a $30,000 fund to be used 
for expenses of the high school. His will also stipulated that the 
school would be called “The Whitcomb High School” . 
Technically this money did not become available until Mr. 
Whitcomb’s sister died and the will went through probate. This was 
completed in 1897. However there is some reference to the name 
“Whitcomb High School”  as early as 1892, long before the money 
was available.  Legally the name was changed by the Legislature in 
1898. 
In the summer of ’94 it was found impossible to accommodate all 
of the pupils in the one building of four rooms, and so a new pri-
mary building was erected near the larger building.  
 
This relieved the other schools for one year, but it was felt by some 
that with the growth in school population, a new and more modern  
building would be needed soon. 
 
At the annual meeting in June ©97 the District voted to erect a new 
school building and accordingly elected a building committee to 
carry out this vote.  It was expected that this building would be 
ready for use in the school year ’97 and ’98. 
 
However, a special meeting was requested by petition and called 
soon afterwards and the previous vote to build a new school was 
overturned. 
 
The idea of a new school came up again in the following year, but 
was “killed”  by a narrow vote. For several years there was no men-
tion of a new school at the annual school meetings. 
 
Until 1904, when a new school was proposed again and this time it 
passed by a ballot vote of 45 yes 25 no. 
 
The question was raised whether to build a wood frame building for 
$20,000 or a brick building for $24,500. The decision was made to 
build it of wood. 
 The proposed cost of $24,500 was almost double the amount  
proposed in 1896, namely $14,000. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard from 1904/5 showing an architect’s drawing. Note the date 
on front says 1904, but it was postally cancelled in Jan 1905. 
 
There was a lot of discussion about whether to keep the big old 
school building or to sell it. Some felt that they would not get 
enough money for it and should keep it, perhaps move it near the 
stables out back. The final decision was to sell it and it was moved 
to its current location on Poplar Manor Road where it is still used as 
a barn.  
 

The old small Bethel Graded School (below) is still used as a 
home, situated at the beginning of Sand Hill Road  

From the time the new school on the Common was built in 
1905 until 1958, the building was generally referred to as The 
Whitcomb High School.  However, it was also used by the 
“Whitcomb Graded School”  in the lower level. In addition to 
this school, many lower grades still attended classes in several 
outlying grade schools.  Most of those small schools were 
closed and sold in 1958 when the WHS moved to the current 
location on Pleasant St. 
In 1957 the new Whitcomb High School building was built on 
Pleasant Street. 
The first graduation ceremony was held there in 1957 for the 
class graduating from the old WHS, but the first classes did not 
start there until Fall of 1957. 
 
From 1957 until 1971 the school on the Common was known 
as the Bethel Elementary School 

Postcard dated 1908 
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In 1970 there was a fire in the Bethel Elementary School on the 
Common which destroyed the upper level of the school. 
The lower level was repaired and portable classrooms were 
brought in and used for one year until the current Bethel Elemen-
tary School wing was added on to the Whitcomb High School on 
Pleasant Street. 

Since 1972 the current building on Pleasant Street has housed 
both The Whitcomb Jr. & Sr. High School and the Bethel Ele-
mentary School.  However, the two schools had two separate 
principals and were technically treated as separate schools until 
2004 .  Steadily decreasing enrollment no longer made it feasible 
to have two principals. 

 
 
D 

Menu from 1893 Alumni Banquet 

 

District No 1.     We  believe this is a picture of the old  
Schoolhouse in East Bethel 
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Bethel Historical Society  
Report for 2008 

 
The Bethel Historical Society is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserve, collect and to share the history and 
artifacts of our town. We appreciate everyone’s member-
ship and special donations of time and talent, making this 
all possible. The Bethel Historical Society’s members are 
people who care about each other, our heritage, traditions 
and the community of Bethel. We appreciate your member-
ship! 
 
We have over 200 paid members and welcome anyone who 
is interested in the history of our town. 
 
The BHS appreciates the $500 grant from our town which 
we received again in 2008.  
 
Highlights from 2008 include the following events: 
January 6th. Annual Meeting. Special guest speaker Mike 
Thurston, co-author of the Vermont Book of Days  spoke 
about this experiences in gathering all the info for his book. 
 
March 9th Scott Putney gave a talk about “Growing up on 
Main Street Bethel” . 
  
In March we also participated in the Annual Bethel Busi-
ness Association Home and Garden Show. In April Dick 
Drysdale presented an excellent program about the “History 
of the Herald” . 
Also in April, Caroll Ketchum  spoke to us about the 
“History of the NATIONAL WHITE RIVER BANK OF 
BETHEL.”  This is always an interesting program. 
 
In May we sponsored the 2nd Annual Postcard and History Fair. 
Exhibits featured Vermonters in Major League Baseball; Sugar-
ing in Vermont; Old Randolph, VT postcards; Main Street Be-
thel, among others. 
The Bethel Fire Dept. had a great display of Bethel Fire Dept. 
Memorabilia. 
The Friends of Town Hall were on hand to answer questions 
about the progress made sofar on the renovation of the Town 
Hall. 
The Postcard and History Fair will be held again this year on Sat-
urday, May 23rd. 
 
In June we participated in the VT History Expo at the Tunbridge 
World’s Fair Grounds. 
The theme of our exhibit was Hugh Batcheller’s inventions. 
 
The second day of the Expo focused on the Civil War. Our spe-
cial exhibit featured Lt. Trask, Great-Great Grandfather of our 
member Don Brown, who survived the War “Without a Scratch” . 
 
 
 

 

 
On July 20th we had a special program featuring the History of 
East Bethel, presented by Don Brown and Don Hyde at the Octa-
gon Building in East Bethel. 
 
Also in July, we co-sponsored with the Bethel Council on the 
Arts, the Constitution Brass Quintet’s Civil War Concert on the 
Common. 
 
Our Museum was open on some weekends in July and August. 
 
In September we had two programs.  One was a joint walk with 
the BBA to the Branliere property. The other program was a 
cemetery walk in Fairview Cemetery and program by Charlie 
Marchant. 
 
In October Kent Batcheller gave a presentation about his father’s, 
Hugh Batcheller, inventions. 
 
On November 9th, John Dutton, Town historian, gave an interest-
ing talk about the History of Fort Fortitude. 
 
Our last program of the year was our 5th Annual Christmases Past 
Program. 
 
Looking ahead to 2009, we have many special programs and pro-
jects in the works. Why don’ t  you join us and take part in pre-
serving Bethel’s history. 
 
Please remember that a permanent home for the museum 
and society offices remains on top of the BHS  wish list. 
Consider the BHS in your legacy.   
We are very grateful to all who have donated money, items 
and time to our Society. 
 
Don’ t forget, your donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE! 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Nick Nikolaidis 
President 
Bethel Historical Society 
 
Officers: 
President   Nick Nikolaidis 
Vice President   Janet Hayward Burnham 
Secretary   Rose Leonard 
Treasurer   Kent Batcheller 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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The Third Annual Postcard and History Fair will take place 
on Saturday, May 23, 2009 at the Whitcomb High School 

from 9AM to 3PM. 
  

A wide variety of dealers, many of whom participated  
in the past, will be there again with new and fresh material. 
In addition to postcard dealers, there will be stamp dealers 

and several dealers will have ephemera, books,  
sports cards and sports memorabilia. 

 
Plan to spend some time looking over the  

thousands of items available. 
 

New this year will be the Bethel Antiques Road Show 
with well-known auctioneer and appraiser  

Archie Steenburgh. 
Appraisals will be available from  

11AM to 2PM in the Gym. 
Appraising fee will  be $5 for the first item and $4 for each 
additional item. All funds raised will be used to offset any 
show expenses and for the work of the Bethel Historical 

Society in helping to preserve Bethel’s History. 
 

Another new addition to this year’s event is a  
FLEA MARKET, outside under the walkway  

canopy of the school. 
 

Space is still available. If you are interested in participating 
in the flea market, please call Nick Nikolaidis 

At 234-5064 
Set-up is free, but we would appreciate a donation  

 
Don’ t miss this exciting event. We hope to see you there. 

Admission to the event is FREE. 
 

The WHS Boosters will provide food during the event. 
Please stop by and support their cause. 

 

  White River Valley Historical Fair 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 15th. 
Under the direction of the Bethel Historical Society and the 
Rochester Historical Society a new event is being planned 
for this summer. 
 
The White River  Valley Histor ical Fair  will take place at 
the Whitcomb High School.  
 
At this writing, ten historical societies have signed up to 
participate with exhibits and items available for sale. 
 
There will also be crafts people, wood carvers, as well as 
other artisans with corn husk dolls and more. 
 
The Vermont Philatelic Society will have an exhibit of  
covers  from post offices which do not exist anymore, 
known as DPO’s—Dead Post Offices. Examples are 
Talcville and East Bethel. 
 
There will also be several speakers during the event. 
Euclid Farnham from Tunbridge will talk about 
 Vermont’s covered br idges. 
 
Johnny Barrows will talk about  
Log Dr ives on the White River   
 
John Dumville—subject to be announced 
 
This event is open and FREE to the public, although we 
always gratefully accept donations. 
 
 

Third Annual Postcard and History Fair 
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Annual Christmases Past Meeting 
 
This event is always popular. Members and guests 
shared stories of Christmases Past and enjoyed refresh-
ments.  The Yankee Gift Exchange was a hit too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by Richard Church showing  
Kevin Flint decorating the Christmas tree  
 
* ********************************************  

 
The Italian Invasion of Bethel 

 
Back by popular demand!  Bill Johansen will 
give us an update with slide show on his re-

search about Italian families in Bethel around 
the turn of the Century. He has been gathering 
much information since his last presentation. 

Bill is working on a book about the Italian fami-
lies who came to Bethel to work mainly in the 

granite industry. 
 

We look forward to hearing and seeing his talk 
on May 17, Sunday afternoon at 2PM, Paradigm  

Consulting Co Conference Room at  
245 Main Street. 

 

Does anyone remember this place  
and where it was located? 
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Several of our members have given  
memberships as gifts to friends and family.  
We appreciate your continued suppor t.  

Thank you also to everyone who has  
renewed again this year.  

 The dues are still only $5 per person. 
I f you see a RED sticker on the  

front of your newsletter it means  
We have NOT received your  

renewal for this year  
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MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz. 
This postcard says: Looking Nor th from I ron Br idge, Bethel, VT 

Can you identify the br idge and this location?  
The first person to send the correct answer 

via US Mail will receive: ONE YEAR FREE MEMBERSHIP TO BHS 
 
Please send your   
answer  to:   
    Nick Nikolaidis    
    1398 Br ink Hill RD  
    Bethel, VT 05032         
      
 Make sure you include 
your  name &  address  

In the event of multiple  
CORRECT answers,  

the ear liest post-
marked  

entry will win. 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 

The winner  in our  last quiz was:  
David Aiken who correctly identified the house which stands  

At the junction of RT12 and Watershed Road 
 

You can see the newsletter in 
COLOR & our meeting min-
utes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 


