
Who was Mary Stickney Branliere? 
Even after being gone 43 years, she still influences our lives in Bethel daily. 
Below is an article about this fascinating lady. It was first published in the  

White River Valley Herald in 1986. 
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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 
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	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	Regular Meetings 
At Paradigm Consulting Co. 

245 Main St. 

(See sign in front of building) 

Monday, 7PM, June 5, 2008 

Monday, 7PM, July 7, 2008 

Monday, 7PM, Aug. 4, 2008 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** *  
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See you at the  
2nd Annual Postcard 

&  History Fair  
Saturday, May 24th 

9AM—3PM 
****** ****  

VT History Expo 
Tunbridge Fair Grounds 

June 21 & 22, 2008 
 * *See article**  
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“A children’s room was important to her.”  Eloise Dutton ex-
plained. Mrs. Dutton, a former Bethel librarian, was also a 
co-worker with Mary Branliere on the Library Association, as 
well as a good friend. 
“She wanted this space for children to be attractive and ap-
pealing and I think she’d be pleased at the way it’ s been de-
veloped and is being used,”  Mrs. Dutton added.        
Irene Stafford, the present librarian, believes too little atten-
tion has been paid to the person who made all this possible. 
“The income left to the library by Mary Branliere, to ensure 
its development and continuation as a vital community func-
tion, is terribly important,”  she said. “A good library must 
 have a good income.“  

Who Was She? 
But what about Mary Branliere as a person? 
Who was she?  
And why such generosity of thought and money towards a 
town that seems to have all but forgotten her. 
A group picture taken at a Gay Nineties party in the old 
Bethel Town Hall, a fund-raising benefit for the Library 
Association, is one of the few photographs available of this 
woman. An erect, seated figure, with hands folded over the 
handle of her parasol, she holds her head high in its wide-
brimmed hat with a spray of feathers. We can almost read a 
certain aloofness into her position within the group. Yet a 
closer inspection of the face reveals alertness, interest, and 
quite possibly humor. 
An oil portrait of her which hangs beside Miss Stafford‘s 
desk at the library, painted around the time of her first 
marriage, gives us another clue of the kind of person she was. 
Still in the formative stage of her life, one sees a young 
woman– romantic, yearning, and vulnerable. 
Marion Whitcomb, who worked in the Branliere household 
for 20 years, has said that even she didn‘ t know her very 
well. 
But Irene Graziano, who grew up just across the street from 
the brick house where Mary Branliere lived most of her life, 
has a different insight. 
“She had her own ideas about things, and all of us kids just 
hung on everything she had to say,“  Mrs. Graziano 
recollected. “We had a very caring sense from her. I felt very 
close to her, but not everyone felt that way. She didn‘ t spread 
herself lightly.“  
Mrs. Graziano explained that she had  “helped out“  in the 
Branliere house after school, on Saturdays, and during 
summer vacations. Her brother Jonathon, now a successful 
farmer in Tunbridge, worked with her in the garden, which 
was one of the places she most cherished. 

A Great Lady 
“ I was 14, or 15, years old,“  Mrs. Graziano continued. “And 
I‘m looking back at her now as a young person would. She 
showed me how to clean, showed me what she wanted, but 
never checked up on me. She never criticized me, and I really 
needed that. She was a real great lady, as far as building 
character in young people, and I idolized her.“  
Mary Stickney Branliere‘s family goes back to the beginning 
of Bethel‘s history. The men were primarily surgeons and 
lawyers, prominent not only locally but also state-wide. Her 
father, also a lawyer, William B. C. Stickney, was known and 
respected in Washington, D.C., as well. 

Mary was born in 1882 to a family that offered many advantages to 
its children. — and retained high expectations for their success. 
Mary’s marriage to a young man with every indication of an as-
cending legal career, could almost have been predicted. However, 
his untimely death in a tragic accident, followed by the death of 
their only child, quite possibly changed the course of her life. 

To France 
Mary returned to Bethel and lived at home until the outbreak of 
World War I, at which time she volunteered her services as an am-
bulance driver in France. She later furnished and helped run a can-
teen for servicemen. 
A second marriage took place while she was still in France, to an 
Algerian officer she met there. Although several years were spent 
with him in Algiers, the marriage was not successful, and she re-
turned to her home in Bethel. 
The rest of her life was spent here, doing the things she loved as 
well as the things she felt responsible to the community for doing. 
Both are important in gaining some understanding of her. 
Her will, and the other endowments to the town, indicate the 
“community”  person. But it is primarily through the bits of personal 
recollections, a visit to the old house, and especially to the garden, 
where a strong sense of her style and presence seems almost in-
eradicable, where there is warmth and color to add a human dimen-
sion to the image we’re able to form of her. 
Across the street from the brick house, the acreage she left to the 
town stretches back up over the hill. 
“ In the 50’s and 60’s that land was relatively open — kids used to 
play up there,”  explained John Dutton, historian, surveyor, and Be-
thel lister. “ It’s now a jungle, not very attractive to play in.”  
He added that it was possible then to stand anywhere on that hill-
side and look all the way out over the valleys. 
“ Indian Rock, up there, was a landmark.”  he said, “an outcropping, 
or so the stories go, that Indians used as a lookout over the three 
valleys.”  
“ I’ ve been told that there used to be inscriptions on the rock, left by 
the Indians but over the years they’ve been covered up with more 
recent initials and messages,”  he added. 
Across the street, in front of the brick house and garden, an old wire 
fence sets up a rather ineffectual looking barrier against vehicular 
intrusion. Route 107, just south of the village, is a well traveled link 
between the western part of the state and I-89. But the original ele-
gance with which the entrance to the house was endowed requires 
more space in front than was left to it in order to function as it was 
meant to do. Flatbed trucks passing almost hourly, hauling factory-
built homes to their ultimate destination create a curious contrast to 
the standards set by different generations. 
Vivian DeCoteau and her husband, Richard, are the present owners 
of the Branliere house. They bought the place from Lee and Joyce 
Richardson in 1979. The DeCoteaus have five children, three of 
whom are living at home. 
“ It’ s a big place, 14 rooms in all,”  Mrs. DeCoteau volunteered, the 
day she showed me around. 
“Takes a lot of work,”  she added, pointing out the rooms she has 
freshly papered, and the new linoleum laid in a modernized kitchen. 
In the course of the tour, we visited the bright, front room that was 
once the library, and I remembered a description given by Irene 
Cushing, Bethel historian, of tea there several decades ago. 
“There’s something about green velvet when it gets old. it takes on 
a kind of bronze color that’s not objectionable,”  she had said. 
 



 
 

 �“ It was sometime in the ‘50’s,”  she continued, “and I can see 
it fairly clearly now, I was a good deal younger than she was 
at that time. Tea was on a tray in front of the fireplace and 
there was a little fire burning. Mrs. Branliere was sitting in a 
wing chair as you faced the fireplace, and I was in a black 
walnut, Victorian lady’s chair. It was upholstered in green vel-
vet. Behind us, lining the walls of the room were dark mahog-
any bookcases filled with books.”  
Back to the present, however, as we climbed the stairs, Mrs. 
DeCoteau explained that at one time each of the six bedrooms 
had its own stove, and there was built in storage space for 
wood in each. 

Hidden Room 
Irene Graziano had previously described a hidden room, up-
stairs over the main hall that could only be reached through a 
sliding door at the back of a closet. This gave support to Mrs. 
Cushing’s belief that this house had been a stop on the 
“Underground Railroad”  during the Civil War. A bricked up 
entrance on the floor of the cellar could have led to undetected 
passage from the house, down towards the river. 
It is in the garden where one can still feel a strong and evoca-
tive sense of a different time and mode of living. 
We went out one side of the house, down stone steps into a 
long, grassy area that lay between two columns of tall, tapered 
cedars. Lilac bushes grew close to the fence and Route 107 
was worlds away. At the far end of the enclosure was a stone 
pool surrounded by ancient-looking stone benches. 
“She used to have ornamental fish in the pool. “  Eloise Dutton 
had said, and Irene Cushing remembered that there were also 
lotus plants. 
“ It was all terraced down toward the river,”  Irene Graziano 
said. “She had a beautiful garden, an herb bed, flowers and 
vegetables intermingled in some places— she spent a lot of 
time working out there.”  

Houses for  Roads 
The houses were sold by the town later to raise money for 
more utilitarian equipment needed, and used, by the road 
crew. It’s hard now to identify, the specific machinery but suf-
fice it to say that maintenance of our roads also owes some-
thing to Mary Branliere’s generosity. 
As for the pastures, while their use by children is primarily a 
memory today, their potential remains. 
“All the kids who lived on South Main Street would have 
known about “ treasure valley,”  Irene Graziano said, adding 
that this was a favorite little valley that was part of the land 
Mary Branliere left the town. 
“The treasure on it was flowers—we’d go up in the spring and 
pick them for our May baskets. Later we’d rap on the door of 
a neighbor’s house—leave the basket and run,”  she continued. 
“She wanted it to be used as a playground for Bethel chil-
dren.”  Eloise Dutton explained. “For as long as wood grows 
and water flows,”  she added gently. “Mary Branliere loved 
children.”  
“Maybe someday the town can get to it.”  
* * *********************************************  

Note:  there are now discussions taking place about  
opening a recreation trail up into the Branliere proper ty. 

So, maybe the “ someday”  is now. 
Tentatively a hike has been scheduled for  the  

latter  par t of July. Look for  more info in The Herald 

Mary Stickney Branliere.  
From a group picture taken at a  
Gay Nineties party in the old  

Bethel Town Hall, a fund-raising  
benefit for the Library Association 

************************  
Ancestors of Mary Stickney Branliere 



 
 

 From the White River Valley Herald, Aug. 27, 1970 
 

Bethel Library Open House  
Draws Appreciative Visitors 

 
Many visitors from the Bethel area and several librarians from 
other Vermont towns were among the guests visiting the New 
Bethel Public Library building on Main Street at an open house 
last Thursday afternoon and evening. One hundred signed the 
guest book and well over 100, many for the first time, viewed 
the attractive new rooms and layout. 
The old library room, once a bank building before it was a li-
brary, has been completely renovated and now serves as the 
children’s reading room. The new wing contains a book recep-
tion room and the new entry from the street side, an adult read-
ing and reference room, and a large basement. The rooms are 
finished in light colors and are electrically heated. The floors 
are a pleasant combination of wall to wall carpeting and tile. 
Bequests from Mrs. Mary Branliere of Bethel, and Miss Mary 
Waller, author, of Bethel, augmented by a grant through the 
Vermont Free Public Library Service from the Federal Build-
ing Fund, made the improvements possible. 
An oil portrait of Dr. Alfred Paige, for many years a physician 
in Bethel and the great-grandfather of Mrs. Branliere, has been 
hung in the new wing, and this room will be called the Dr. Al-
fred Paige Memorial Room. 
The open house marked another milestone in the history of the 
Bethel Library, which began in 1892. Books were first housed 
in a basement room in the Town Hall and later moved to an 
upstairs room in the building which is now occupied by the 
Spaulding Press. In 1910 the former building of the National 
White River Bank was bought and became the present Bethel 
Public Library. Among the many interested citizens of Bethel 
who kept the Bethel Public Library Association growing 
through the years, was the late Rev. J. Wesley Miller. 
 
Members of the Women’s Club were hostesses and guides for 
the event. 

The Bethel Public L ibrary 
Showing the addition built in 1970 

 

The National White River Bank of Bethel 
On April 20th, Carroll Ketchum was our speaker. 

He told us about the history of the National White River Bank and 
about all the transitions it has gone through right up to the present 

owner, the Mascoma Savings Bank. 
Carroll remembers when he first started in the banking business, 
back in the days before computers and adding machines, when all 

the calculations were done on paper with a pencil.  
Things sure have changed a lot since then. 

Thank you Carroll for another very interesting program. 
 
 

Shown here is a $100 bill from the National White River Bank, 
front and back. This bill is from 1905, two years before  

they left the old building, which became the library in 1910. 
It is interesting to note that the bill shown here was 

 sold at auction for over $6000. 
 

** **********************  

The Herald of Randolph 
On April 6th, M. Dick Drysdale entertained us with stories  

about The Herald and how he came to be one of—if not THE—
youngest editors of a newspaper, when he took over the  

paper from his father. 
Another fine program. Thank you Dickie! 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Just like the banks, the newspaper  business has  
evolved quite a bit over the last few years. 

 The Herald is now available online. 
However,  it is still nice to pick up a copy  
each week to see the local news in pr int. 

 



Excerpts From The Vermonter 
October 1902, Vol VIII, No 3 

 

The President in Vermont 
Hon. Theodore Roosevelt 

 
Sat Aug 30, 1902 
 
The Green Mountain State was recently honored by the presence 
within its borders for a brief period of the foremost citizen of the 
Republic and America’s most renowned statesman – Theodore 
Roosevelt. 
 
Vermont has been favored in the past by visitations from seven 
Chief Magistrates of the Nation, including James Monroe, Ulysses 
S, Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harri-
son, William McKinley, and last, but not least, Theodore Roosevelt. 
A visit of the President to this State has always been received with 
marked pleasure and cordiality on the part of the people and the dis-
tinguished guest on these notable occasions has invariably found 
every latch string out. 
 
The President traveled by special train which was made up of five 
of the finest Pullman cars in the country. The first was the combina-
tion buffet smoker and baggage car “Brutus”  from the Colonial ex-
press between Boston and Washington. Next came the dining car 
“Thames” , owned by the New York, New Haven & Hartford com-
pany. Following this were two cars, the “Umtilla”  from Jersey City, 
and the “Vale”  from the Federal Express between Washington and 
Boston, occupied by the retinue of newspaper men accompanying 
the President. The last car was the President’s private car 
“Mayflower”  containing half a dozen staterooms and an observation 
compartment in the rear. 
 
The President traveled on this special train through New  
England on eleven week days as it was made up at New Haven each 
principal railroad, however, furnishing a locomotive  
and a train crew on its own line. The train was delivered to the  
Central Vermont and Windsor on the morning of August 30… 
 
The handsome engine No. 101 of the Central Vermont, was coupled 
on the Presidential train at Windsor, and drew it into Burlington 
sharp on schedule time, at 7:40 o’clock, Saturday evening. 
 
The special train reached Bethel at 3:23, and waited for ten minutes. 
A citizen’s committee, consisting of Hon. R. J. Flint, C. D. Cushing 
and W. B. C. Stickney* , boarded the train to greet the President.  
Mr. Stickney introduced President Roosevelt, who was greeted with 
applause by the 3,000 people assembled. 
Upon the stand erected for the occasion was seated, among others, 
the venerable Mrs. Chapman, a real daughter of the Revolution, 
now in her 100th year. 
The President’s speech was constantly interrupted by hearty ap-
plause and his departure was made amid a storm of hearty cheering. 
 
 
 

                                
                                   Pres. Roosevelt in Bethel 

*Wm. B. C. Stickney was born in Marblehead, Mass., January 
16, 1845, son of Rev. Moses P. and Jane F. (Curry) Stickney. 
His father removed to Boston in 1853, and he was educated in 
Boston public schools and Harvard University. He studied law 
with the Hon. Isaac F. Redfield, in Boston, and was admitted to 
the Suffolk County Bar in 1870. He removed to Bethel in 1874, 
and was admitted to the Bar of Windsor County in December 
of that year, and began to practice in Bethel. In August, 1875, 
he went into partnership with the Hon. Augustus P. Hunton, 
whose daughter Mary he married in 1877. He was for some 
years town superintendent of schools; represented the town of 
Bethel in the General  
Assembly in 1884, and was State’s attorney of Windsor County 
from 1888 to 1890, and President of the Vermont Bar Associa-
tion, 1894-5. 
 
NOTE: Mary Hunton Stickney and Wm. B. C. Stickney are 

the parents of Mary Stickney Branliere 

The handsome engine No. 101 of the Central Vermont pulling 
the President’s Special Train 



 

Vermont History Expo 2008 
Industry and Innovation: Vermont Ingenuity 

 
When: June 21st & 22nd, 10am – 5pm 
Where: Tunbridge World©s Fairgrounds 

Admission: Good for both days: Adults $10; Students up to 
18, $5; Kids under 5, free. Weekend family pass $20.00; 

Half-price admission for visitors in period dress! 
Attention Members!  Members discount available on Expo 

admission.  $6/$3, $15 for family pass,  
call for your tickets in advance by June 18.  

Call or email Rilla.brown@state.vt.us 
This e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you 
need JavaScript enabled to view it , or call 802-479-8502 

 
New this year:  Civil War  Sunday 

On Sunday, History Expo will be highlighting the Civil 
War and its impact on Vermont©s home front, featuring 

presentations, activities, and exhibits.   
This is in conjunction with the Vermont Humanities  

Council©s Civil War initiative .  
 

The Bethel Historical Society will have an exhibit for the 
special theme: Industry and Innovation: Vermont Ingenuity. 

Our exhibit is titled: A “Batch”  of inventions, featuring  
Bethel’s very own prolific inventor, Hugh Batcheller. 

 
The Civil War exhibit will feature our member Don 

Brown’s great-grandfather who survived the Civil War. 
"Without a scratch" 

Great grandfather’s name was, Franklin Alden Trask. Born 
in  Braintree, enlisted at Warren Sept 1861, served all four 
years in Co  G, 6th Vt.Vol. Infantry. He participated in  
21 battles and survived "without a  scratch".  
He started as a Pvt., and was discharged as a 1st. Lt. 

 
We hope to see you at the Expo. 
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Thank you to everyone who  
has already sent in their  dues.  

Still only $5 per  person. 
I f you have not yet renewed,  

please  send your  dues to: 
Bethel Histor ical Society 

PO Box 25 
Bethel, VT 05032 

Or renew at any of our  meetings. 
 

With this newsletter, everyone who has  
renewed for 2008 will find their membership cards.  

If you didn’ t get your card, it means we haven’ t  
received your renewal by the time this newsletter was 

printed. You will get your card with the  
following newsletter, to save on postage. 

 
OVER 200 Members now  

and still growing!! 

****************************  
Following is a repr int of a Letter  to the Editor  of 

the Herald of Randolph. Probably from the 1960’s 
To the Editor: In response to Mr. Coffin’s article: 

So Bethel has made the headlines again.  
Only this time from silent gunshot. 

Sure we have three bars in town, but at least we are 
keeping the money here, instead of going out of town. 

I have lived here twenty years and I do not see that 
Bethel is any worse now than it was then. 

We may be a little “shabby looking”  as Mr. Coffin 
stated but did he ever look at any of the other towns? 

It is there if you just open your eyes. 
Many other small towns hit the headlines but some-
how not so much hoorah is made of it. Why pick on 
Bethel all the time? To a certain degree there may be 
some truth because Friday nights are somewhat noisy 
and wild, but usually it’ s more than local residents. 
After all, who was the one to cause the scandal and 

headlines before? None other than an out-of-town lass. 
I understand at this writing we have two new  

businesses contemplating moving in here. I sure hope 
all this publicity does not scare them off. 

Maybe there are things I would like to see improved in 
Bethel, but you are not going to do that by running the 
town down. People will begin to say, after all what can 

you expect , it’s only Bethel. Please don’ t let this  
happen to our town. Let’s stand up and fight.   

Rebecca Farmer, Bethel            

����

 



Second Annual Postcard  
& History Fair 

Saturday, May 24, 2008 
At Whitcomb High School Gym 

At the Postcard and History Fair, the Bethel Fire Department  
will have an exhibit of old fire fighting memorabilia.  
 
Several other frames of exhibits will include Vermonters in the 
Major Baseball Leagues. Bethel had two players in the Majors 
over the years, namely Harry Burrell and Pat Putnam. We also 
can claim Heinie Stafford who married Leila Cushing on June 15, 
1917 in the Brick Church in her hometown of Bethel.  
They later lived on  a 340-acre hillside farm, one mile north of 
Bethel village.  
 
There will also be exhibits of the early years of our Town Hall 
among others. 
 
A special commemorative program will be printed and available 
for sale to the show visitors. 
 

* * **************************************************  
 

Special Cancellation at the Show this year.  
 
                ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
There will be a special cachet featuring the 
Town Hall Restoration effort, showing the 
Town Hall and the above special cancellation. 
 

Heinie Stafford 
In our last newsletter we mentioned that Bethel had 
two baseball players in the Majors over the years. 

We got a call from Davis Dimock who reminded us 
that we can also claim Heinie Stafford.  

The following was submitted by Davis Dimock 
 

Heinie Stafford -- Baseball Major  Leaguer 
The February 2008 edition of the Bethel Historical Society  

Newsletter mentions Harry Burrell and Pat Putnam as players 
from Bethel in the major leagues.  Another player from Bethel 
was Henry Alexander “Heinie”  Stafford  , who played for the 

New York Giants in 1916 under manager John McGraw.  He was 
born in Orleans, VT in 1891 -- the year before the Bethel Town 

Hall was built – and died in Lake Worth Florida in 1972.  
  

In the middle and late 1950’s our family did not have a television 
and Heinie would have me down to his brick house opposite what 
is now Stafford Meadows along Route 12 for the Saturday Game 

of the Week.  
  

Heinie’s wife Leila was sister to Irene Cushing and was a 
weaver.  We have some fine wool neckties that she wove. Heinie 
raised Jersey cattle, for which he was recognized on a national 

basis, and also served as Bethel’s representative to the state  
legislature in the early 1960’s.   

  
But to a ten year old, he was first and foremost an ex-big 

leaguer. He was a catcher and at -- 5’7”  160 lbs -- quite solid.   
He spent most of his call up time to the big leagues in the bull 
pen warming up pitchers.  This was not as busy an occupation  
as it would be now with middle relievers and closers, etc., etc.  
 In 1916 the top five national league pitchers in complete games 

all had over 25 complete games topped by Grover Cleveland  
Alexander with 38 complete games.   

There was time for stories and Heinie heard a lot.   
  

As we watched the Game of the Week and listened to Dizzy 
Dean’s commentary Heinie would add his own commentary  

to Dizzy’s.  He explained to me the law of unintended  
consequences (Dizzy’s coming back to pitch too soon after  

injuring his toe and ruining his shoulder by compensating for his 
toe).  Every game was exciting no matter what the score.  He  

explained to me how unusual it was that two out of the first three 
games I saw in person were no-hitters  
(Carl Erskine vs. N.Y. Giants 3-0 and  

Sal Maglie vs. Philadelphia 6-0, both in 1956).  
I was a Brooklyn Dodger fan but was allowed to go 

to the Polo grounds alone from Brooklyn –  
something which most parents would not allow today. 

  
Most importantly Heinie loved sharing his joy of the game.  He 
only had one at bat in the majors and struck out swinging, but 

that one at bat was all I needed.  His wife would make cookies for 
our games and he would always lend me a book from the shelf 
behind the TV set.  There was also an ever present Black Lab at 

our feet.  It doesn’ t get any better than that.  I still have his glove.  
  

      Davis L. Dimock 
     May 2008 

 



. 

 

 

 

 

MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz. 
Can you identify this house and its location? 

 
The first person to send  

the correct answer 
via US Mail will receive: 

A copy of  
Just Visiting by Robert Bundy 

 
              Please send your  answer  to:   
                           Nick Nikolaidis    
                          1398 Br ink Hill RD  
                          Bethel, VT 05032         
      
 Make sure you include your  name and address                                         
In the event of multiple CORRECT answers,  
the ear liest postmarked entry will win. 

                                        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

We had several winners in our last quiz.  
The two-par t question was: 

Can you identify where this picture was taken?    Answer:  In the old creamery. 
        What is currently in that building?                         Answer:  The Bethel Town Offices 

 
Since the answers arrived at the same time they were put into a hat and one winner was drawn. 

Drum roll please…………..Norman Case is the official winner! 
 

You can see the newsletter 
in COLOR & our meeting 
minutes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 


