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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

    This issue features the hamlet of Lilliesville, 
located in the Western section of Bethel. 
Here we will take excerpts from Proceedings of 
the Vermont Historical Society 1941.  New 
Series, June Vol., IX, No. 2. 
Titled Lympus and L illiesville in 1855, by 
Wilmond W. Parker, President, White River 
Valley Historical Society. The pamphlet is 14 
pages and covers both hamlets.  
We will skip ahead on our horse and carriage 
trip from Bethel to where we arrive in  
Lilliesville, via the Rindge Road. 
“ ...Lost in the trees at the left is the new house 
which James Chamberlin has just built, and 
close beside it his little log cabin in which his 
first child was born. We reflect with admiration 
upon the perseverance and initiative which he 
and his young wife have shown; he with only 
one hand with which to clear the land and con-
struct his house, and she but fourteen at the 
time! 
The last steep pitch brings us to Brown’s Cor-
ners. Here is Isaac Brown’s house, built but a 
few years before; and yonder, down by the 
brook, is the former Lilliesville schoolhouse, 
which he drew down by ox team from the vil-
lage to house his family while his dwelling was 
under construction. 
Broad Brook itself tumbles its way down the 
valley at the lower border of Brown’s fields, 
and passing to the west of Andrew Washburn’s 
and Horace Bugbee’s, it turns the wheel at the 
former’s sawmill by the high bridge, before 
slipping down past Boynton,s, Bennett Cham-
berlain’s and J. Abbott’s to join the White 
River at Benjamin Abbott’s. But all this is hid-
den from our view, and we turn our backs to 
the distant sound of the old up-and-down saw, 
and drive along the flat to the new schoolhouse. 
Here we are in the village of Lilliesville. The 
brook lies to the left of the road, while a row of 
dwellings fringes the right. First is Charles Wil-
son’s house, then Clark and Wilson’s building. 
Most imposing is  
General Lillie’s big house, a huge three-story 
structure, built after the fire of 1840, and now 
occupied by Almon Durkee, despite the fact  
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that in 1849 the latter had sold all the house 
above the basement, except for the east room, to 
Azro Lillie. Beyond this is Mrs. Clark’s house, 
and between the two a road climbs the hill to the 
right, past Paul Gay’s slaughterhouse, which 
Durkee has just bought, and on toward the old 
mountain road and Camp Brook. 
Phillip Hardy lives in the next house, having 
bought the previous year from Azro Lillie, who 
was settling the estate of Zeb French. Finally, at 
the end of the village, is the home of Mrs. Clark. 
Across the road are clustered the village indus-
tries. First is the old General Lillie tannery, to-
gether with a wool-pulling house, and a sawmill, 
while upstream stands another mill. The tannery 
building itself is under divided ownership,……. 
Giving somewhat irregular employment to 
twenty-five or thirty men, it is the chief business 
of the village. 
Leaving the village, we wind along the brook to 
Nat Clark’s farm. Just across the bridge are a 
sawmill and a cooper’s shop. Luther Clark’s 
place is next. 
“ ...the brook which drained the area was for a 
long time known as Broad Brook. On its banks 
grew up the tiny industrial hamlet of Lilliesville, 
which about 1850 gave its name to the stream. 
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One of  the many such communities called into existence by the 
embargo and the War of 1812, it thrived and became the rival of 
Bethel itself, if legend can be trusted. The advent of the Vermont 
Central Railroad in the late 1840’s robbed it of its equality of 
opportunity. Finally, in the vast reorganization of American in-
dustry which followed the Civil War, its half dozen or more en-
terprises faded, one by one, leaving at the close of the century, a 
slowly decaying rural hamlet… 
Lilliesville, of course, derives its name from General Samuel 
Lillie, who in the decade from 1834 to 1844 owned most of the 
property up and down the brook, and who built the tannery, as 
well as the big house which still stands at the three corners. 
In Lillieville itself the tannery attracts our attention as the most 
ambitious of its industries. The date of its building is uncertain; 
but General Lillie’s land transactions in Lilliesville are practically 
all limited to the decade following 1835, so it is safe to assume 
that this period saw its birth. Following the General’s death in 
1844 it seems to have been in the possession of Almon Durkee 
and Azro Lillie. 
(NOTE: the first tannery burned in 1866 while owned by Bugbee 
& Boynton. Elisha Bugbee transferred his operation to Bethel. 
Lovell Rowe built a new tannery at the site of the first tannery, 
but it also burned in 1876) In one or the other tannery buildings 
or in a building close by, was the Lilliesville Post Office. In con-
nection with the tannery we should recall the slaughterhouse al-
ready mentioned as belonging to Paul Gay, and later operated by 
Alonzo Bryant for the purpose of preparing sheep pelts for the 
Boston market. Undoubtedly, also connected with this same ac-
tivity, was the wool-pulling shop which stood by the tannery. 

Mention of sheep is inevitable in a paper of this sort, since sheep 
were Vermont’s leading product for four decades, while at times 
Vermont was the nation’s leading wool producer. The Lilliesville 
firm of Clark & Bundy, successors to Clark & Wilson, although 
buying and selling any form of product, handled more sheep than 
anything else. 
Another early industry which occasionally paid fabulous returns 
was hop-raising. In the middle of the century many a farmer had 
his hopyard and his hophouse. Planted in rows, and cultivated 
sketchily between, the hops were a perennial crop. The vines 
grew up tall poles and at harvest time they were cut just above the 
ground, the poles pulled up, piled wigwam fashion, and later car-
ried to the big square hopbox, where men and women, who trav-
eled from field to field in the fall, stripped the sticky and pungent 
fruit from the stalks. Later, this fruit was dried in the hophouse, 
and was ready for the New York market, where it brought occa-
sionally as high as $1.00 per lb. Indeed, so important was this 
industry to the state, that throughout the 1830’s a regularly con-
stituted inspector of hops appears among the county officials. The 
business declined in the 1870’s and 1880’s, because of pests and 
because of competition from the West. 
Wood industries were always in the forefront. As we have seen, 
Lilliesville Brook in 1855 furnished power for at least three saw-
mills as well as a cooper’s shop or tub factory. The raw materials 
were cheap. 
Just as sheep replaced wheat as the staple industry about 1825, so 
dairying gradually took the place of sheep-raising and hop-
growing in the last decades of the 19th century. 
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“Mount Brown Barn”   

 
 
“The Return of the Native”   

 
Woodcuts by August Cook 

 
The old Thayer Place—
where August Cook used 
to stay  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lilliesville Valley (Now the  Wood’s home) 

 
The Spencer place  (no longer there) 
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FOUNDER OF L ILLIESVILLE 
GEN. SAMUEL© LILLIE,  [fourth son of David and Huldah 
(Blodgett) Lillie,] was born in Stafford, Tolland County, Conn., 
Sept. 2, 1777. His parents removed to Bethel, Vt., when he was 
about a year old. On March 25, 1802, at Bethel, Vt., he was mar-
ried to Clara Eddy, [daughter of Jonathan and Mercy (Ormsby) 
Eddy,] who was born in Stafford, Conn., May1, 1784. General 
Lillie was a farmer and merchant, a Brigadier-General of the 
Vermont Militia. 
In 1801 he was highway surveyor ; in 1812-3-4 he was select-
man ; in 1815-16-17 and 1818 he represented the town of  Bethel 
in the General Assembly of the State of Vermont ; in 1823, con-
stable ; highway, surveyor and grand juror from 1818 to 1823 ; 
grand juror 1824; highway surveyor 1832 and 1837. He founded 
and named the village (about four miles West of Bethel), 
known as "  L illiesville,"  where he erected many houses, built 
a saw-mill, tannery, and kept a general country store. 

Samuel Lillie and Clara Eddy Lillie, had 8 children born in    
Bethel. Two died in childhood. 

Gen. Lillie died at Bethel, June 24, 1844, in his 67th year. His 
widow removed to Prairie City, 111., (the home of her son,    
Samuel Azro Lillie,)  where she died Sept. 14, 1867,                   
in her 84th year. 

* ***************************************************  

 Lilliesville, a painting by August Cook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cook woodcut, Col. Lillie’s home (Now  the Hubble’s home) 
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Joann  S. Wood 
 
 
My husband, Gary and I moved to Lilliesville in 1973 
when it was a sleepy little hamlet with very few peo-
ple and very old houses.  I recollect it was my mother-
in-law who told me about the prints hanging along the 
back wall at the Bethel Public Library, which depicted 
scenes in and around Lilliesville.  To our great delight, 
one of the prints, entitled “Valley of the Lilliebrook” , 
included our modest home.  Although the signature 
block clearly contained the artist’s name, August 
Cook, in the time before internet search engines, it was 
difficult to find information about the artist.  We  
weren’ t even sure when the prints were created.  
Thirty years later, our interest in the prints was  
rekindled, as we started to research our home’s  
history.   This time though, the internet brought us a 
wealth of information about the artist and his works. 
 
August Cook was born in Philadelphia in 1897.   His 
immediate and extended family included artists and 
craftsmen, and not surprisingly, August was drawn to 
the fine arts.  He attended the Philadelphia Academy 
of Fine Arts, with his main focus on painting. While at 
the academy, he met his future wife, Irma Howard, 
who was also a talented artist.  In 1924, August was 
offered the position as the Head of the Department of 
Art at Converse College, a small liberal arts school in 
Spartansburg, South Carolina.  The couple moved to 
Spartansburg and August remained as head of the de-
partment for the next 42 years! 
 
In 1947, with financial support from the Carnegie 
Foundation, August began his work with wood en-
graving. He found the scenery and the houses in the 
valley compelling subject matter for his work.  He was 
particularly drawn to what he considered the natural 
beauty of the country homes.   

 
So how did this artist find his way to Lilliesville?   
August and Irma (who was born and raised in Balston 
Spa, NY) may have wanted to escape the summer heat 
in South Carolina, since once the school year was 
over, they would have 3 or 4 months of free time.   

In 1939, they bought, sight unseen, a farmhouse with-
out plumbing or heating, for $3900 from an advertise-
ment in the Wall Street Journal. The farmhouse, which 
is no longer standing, is known to many longtime  
Bethel residents as the Thayer Place, located off the 
Rindge Hill Road.   When classes ended in the spring, 
August and Irma, and their three children would pack 
up and head north to Bethel.  While August and the 
boys stayed at the farm, Irma and their daughter would 
travel to Balston Spa for most of the summer.  At the 
farm, August concentrated on his painting, but also 
made and refurbished furniture for the home. 
 
In an article published in the August 13, 1953 edition 
of the White River Valley Herald, Mr. Cook stated “ I 
think I have been very fortunate in this project.  The 
subject matter is very attractive to me.  I am deeply 
interested in country houses, unspoiled by summer 
sports and superficial embroidery.  We have no 
painted wagon wheels or things of that nature around 
the premises.  I am interested in the fundamental 
character of the places I draw and how time has 
enhanced that character . 
 
Houses outlive men, but men defiantly live in the 
houses long after they have passed.”   Many of his 
prints were exhibited nationally and were awarded 
prizes in competitions.  His print,  “Summer in the 
Mountains” , which depicts his own farmhouse, is part 
of the permanent collection at the Library of Congress.  
The titles of the other seven prints hanging at the  
Bethel Library are “The Return of the Native” ,  
“The Abandoned School” , “House of Spencer” , 
“Woodlanders Home”, “Mount Brown Barn” , “Road 
to Camp Brook”  and “Valley of the Lilliebrook” .  
Other records allude to a set of ten prints, all scenes in 
and around Lilliesville. 
 
How did these prints come to hang in the Bethel Li-
brary?  The Cooks sold their Bethel farmhouse in the 
late 1950’s, but records indicate the eight prints were 
given to the Town of Bethel sometime in the mid 
1950’s.  The October 15, 1955 minutes of the Bethel 
Library Association state “ It was voted to call upon 
Mr. Seeger to hang in the library 8 framed engravings 
done by Mr. August Cook and presented by him to the 
town.”   

 
Continued on page 6 

August Cook, Ar tist and the Bethel L ibrary Woodcut Pr ints 
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In the spring of 2005, my husband and I had occasion 
to be traveling through South Carolina, and we in-
cluded in our itinerary a stop in Spartansburg.  We vis-
ited the Spartansburg County Museum of Art and had 
the pleasure of speaking with the Exhibits Coordina-
tor, Scott Cunningham.  Mr. Cunningham graciously 
retrieved from the repository, all of the Cook prints the 
museum has in its collection as well as several oil 
paintings.  We learned that Mr. Cook also made many 
of his own frames, very elaborate and colorfully 
painted woodworking, perhaps as valuable as the art it 
embraces.  Also hanging in the museum is a self por-
trait – a very somber, stern looking August Cook.  Mr. 
Cunningham told us that August Cook was something 
of an odd duck, cranky and irritable.  In fact, in the 
later years of their marriage, Irma lived in Spartans-
burg, and August lived in Chesny!  We saw at least 
two more engravings of Bethel scenes – 
 
The Sawmill and the Hills of Bethel.  How wonderful 
it would be to have these in our library’s collection to 
make the set of ten complete! 
 
Our most exciting and informative stop was a visit to 
Converse College, just a few miles from the museum.  
After wandering around the campus, by chance, we 
met the administrative assistant to the Art Department, 
Paul Cash, and when we mentioned our interest in Au-
gust Cook, she immediately brought us to the Art  
Department offices where several prints and paintings 
by August Cook were hanging.  She pulled out the  
department’s file on Mr. Cook. And there was a valu-
able find – a copy of a thesis entitled “August Cook”  
written in 1977 by Harriet Faris who was a student at 
the University of South Carolina.  Ms. Faris had inter-
viewed Mr. Cook – he was in his late 70’s at the time 
– and contained so much more information about his 
life and artistic vision, as well as describing the  
techniques involved in the wood engraving and print-
making. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 

There are many aspects to these beautiful prints that 
remain to be discovered.  Where exactly, are the loca-
tions depicted in all eight prints?  Though many are 
known, many or not.  Also, is there information in the 
town records as to exactly when and the circumstances 
under which Mr. Cook made the gift of the prints to 
the town? Are there pieces of his furniture or his beau-
tiful wooden frames hiding in attics of homes in the 
area?  How did August and his family travel to Bethel, 
and who were their friends and acquaintances?  
 
A copy of all the information, including the thesis, is 
also at the library as well as the Bethel Historical Soci-
ety.  We  have enjoyed doing the research, but there is 
still much left to be discovered! The prints, both as art 
and as a snapshot of a time long passed  are well worth 
a visit to the Bethel Public Library.   
 * * *************************************************  
 
 
Note:  Joann and Gary Wood recently 
hosted a program about August Cook. Some 
of the pr ints from the library were on  
display. Everyone enjoyed their presenta-
tion and found it to be very informative. 
Thank you again Joann and Gary for a very 
interesting program 
 

 
 

 

From the Herald, Sept, 1897 
 
WANTED:  A strong, healthy and careful man to work half  
of each day carrying eggs from my hen house to my house.  
Apply to E. A. Davis 
                                  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
J. G. Sargent received in the course of trade last week a $1 
bill issued by the National White River Bank under the se-
ries of 1865. It has the signature of F. W. Anderson, cash-
ier, and G. E. Graham, president. The bill had a fresh ap-
pearance as if it had not  been in general circulation and it 
is supposed that it has been laid aside all these years as the 
careful savings of some prudent farmer, the owner probably 
not realizing that during the twenty years the bill has been 
hidden away it would if invested at simple interest alone 
have amounted to $2.32. 
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Report on the First 
White River Valley Historical Fair  

 
Gov. Douglas came to 
visit our  exhibits at the 
Fair . Here he is with 

MaryAnn Church and 
Rose Leonard in the  
Two Marys booth. 

 
 
 
 

Don Brown, Don 
Hyde, Jenna Hyde, 

Victor ia Oliver , 
 &  Br ittany Flynt 

 with the Gov. at the 
Peavine RR and the 

Plank House  
Exhibits 

 
 
 

John Washburn, our  
Woodcarver  of Bethel, 

chats with the Gov. 
 
 
 
 

August 15th marked a very impor tant event in  
Bethel’s history. The Bethel Histor ical Society, along with 

ten other  area histor ical societies, hosted the first  
White River Valley Historical Fair. 

There were several speakers who attracted standing-room 
only crowds.  Besides the histor ical society booths, there 

were demonstrations of var ious crafts and activities for  all 
ages.  I t was estimated that over  700 people attended the 
Fair . Our  most notable guest was Governor  Douglas who 

stayed for  over  an hour , even though his schedule had 
called for  only 30 minutes. He visited each booth 

 and spoke with everyone.  
We received many positive comments about  

the Fair  and requests to do it again. 
The Vermont Histor ical Society will host the VT History 

EXPO at the Tunbr idge Fair  Grounds in 2010,  
and every other  year  after  that.  

We’ve decided that the White River Valley Historical Fair 
will be held again in 2011, this time in So. Royalton. 
Again many thanks to everyone who par ticipated 

 and helped to make this event so successful. 
 

Mystery solved! 
Jeanne Senay Heintz wrote as follows: 

StanVel Restaurant 
 

Opened in 1953 by Stan 
Adams and his wife 

Velma Tracy Adams. It 
was located on Pleasant St. 
next to Valley Motors—in 
front of the now GW Plas-

tics– at that time their 
home was in the Plastics 

plant parking lot. I worked 
there when I graduated 

from high school in 1953. 
They served hamburgers, 

hot dogs, fried clams, 
French fries and of course 
frozen custard. Velma also  
baked bread and desserts 

in the house that were 
served there.  
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all members 
who have so generously donated items and 

money to our society, we appreciate it! 
* * **********  
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MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz 
Can you identify this location? 

 
 

The first person to send the 
correct answer 

via US Mail will receive:  
ONE YEAR FREE  

MEMBERSHIP TO BHS 
 
Please send your  answer  to:   
    Nick Nikolaidis    
    1398 Br ink Hill RD  
    Bethel, VT 05032         
     Make sure you include 
your  name &  address  

In the event of multiple  
CORRECT answers,  

the ear liest postmarked  
entry will win. 

                                       
 

Congratulations to Victor ia Weber , winner  of our  last quiz.  
She cor rectly identified the farm. 

I t was a photo postcard from 1915 descr ibed on the back: 
“ South view of my house E. C. Gould, East Bethel”   

 I t is located on Route 14 
 

You can see the newsletter in 
COLOR & our meeting min-
utes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 


