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General Stephen Thomas          Note: This ar ticle was wr itten in 1894 
                             Source: Jacob G. Ullery, compiler,  
Men of Vermont: An I llustrated Biographical History 
 of Vermonters and Sons of Vermont, (Transcript Publishing 
Company, Brattleboro, VT, 1894), Part II, p. 396. 
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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

�����Stephen Thomas of Montpelier, son of John 
and Rebecca (Batchellor) Thomas, and grandson 

of Joseph and Hannah (Vickery) Thomas, was 
born in Bethel, Dec. 6, 1809. His grandfather 
Joseph served in the Revolutionary war, and 
was a lieutenant in a New Hampshire regiment 
in the Saratoga campaign, and his father John 
was a soldier in the 31st Regt., U. S. Inft., in 
the war of 1812, and died from exposure in 
service at Plattsburgh. 
Stephen was but four when his father died, and 
his widowed mother's circumstances were such 
that he had to go to work when a mere boy. He 
went to district school in Thetford, and at eight-
een was apprenticed to a woolen manufacturer, 
and followed his trade in Thetford, Strafford 
and West Fairlee. He started manufacturing for 
himself at Hartland, but was burned out and 
went to work in Thetford, and finally settled in 
West Fairlee. Here he did a good deal of sheriff 
business, and also pension business, and was 
soon the leading man of affairs in town. 
He represented West Fairlee in the House in 
1838, 1839, 1845, 1846, 1860 and 1861, and 
was a state senator from Orange county in 1848 
and 1849. He was a delegate to the Constitu-
tional Conventions of 1843 and 1850; register 
of probate for the district of Bradford from 
1842 to 1846, and judge of probate for that 
district from 1847 to 1849. Judge Thomas was 
active in politics, and an earnest Democrat till 
the rebellion began. He was an alternate to the 
Democratic national convention of 1848, and a 
delegate to the next three conventions, those of 
1852, 1856, and 1860. At the sessions of the 
convention of 1860, at Charleston, S. C., and 
Baltimore, he became convinced of the set de-
sign of southern Democrats to break the Union 
if they could not control it. He was the Democ-
ratic candidate for Lieutenant-Governor in 
1860, and earnestly advocated the election of 
Douglas. At the special session called by Gov-
ernor Fairbanks at the outbreak of the rebellion 
in April, 1861, the greatest sum proposed to be 
raised for war purposes was half a million dol-
lars, but Judge Thomas urged with energy that 
it be a million-and his fiery zeal carried the 
appropriation which he well knew would be 
needed. 
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 	 	Regu lat ing 

Al l At Paradigm Consulting Co. 

All meetings take place in the  
Paradigm Consulting  

Conference Room, unless  

otherwise noted 

245 Main St., Bethel, VT 

************************* 

Regular  Meetings 

Our ever popular  

Christmases Past  
Program will be held on 

Monday, Dec. 14,  7PM 

************* 

Annual Meeting 

January 17, 2010 

Sunday at 2PM at our 
Regular meeting place  

245 Main St 

With special guest 

************************** 

Under  A Fig Tree:  

A Family Memoir  

by Ms. Sandra M. Levesque 

 Sunday, January 24, 2010,2 pm 

******************************  

Watch The Herald and Bethel 
website for other 

 announcements about 

 Special meetings! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 12, 1861, he was made colonel of the 
8th Vermont, which regiment he raised and led 
to the South, remaining its colonel till Jan. 12, 
1865. Feb. 1, 1865, he was commissioned briga-
dier-general of volunteers, and served as such till 
August 24, 1865. He was elected Lieutenant-
Governor in 1867 and 1868, and under commis-
sion from President Grant was pension agent for 
Vermont, with headquarters at Montpelier, from 
1870 to 1877. He is now president of the U. S. 
Clothes Pin Co. of Montpelier, which does a 
large jobbing business in lumber and house find-
ings, and not only extends its clothes-pin trade 
over the whole country, but does a large export 
business. The corporation now employs fifteen 
hands. He is also president of the North Haver-
hill Granite Co. 
General Thomas served with distinction in the 
department of the Gulf till 1864, when his regi-
ment was ordered North, and in the summer of 
that year put under Sheridan in the Shenandoah 
Valley. His services at the battles of Winchester, 
Fisher's Hill, and Cedar Creek were of the high-
est order. He was commended in general orders 
for services at Winchester, Sept. 19, 1864, when 
he charged with the 8th Vermont and 12th Con-
necticut, under his command on his own respon-
sibility. It is not unjust to other brave officers to 
tell the truth, that at all soldiers' reunions the 
applause always gets to its highest when General 
Thomas appears. He was the idol of the common 
soldier, and the veterans seem to add year by 
year to their enthusiasm for the bluff-sometimes 
gruff and always brave-old general. 
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General Thomas married Ann Peabody of Reading, who died at 
West Fairlee, Jan. 8, 1877. They had two children: Hartopp of 
Junction City, Wis., and Amanda T., widow of Luther Newcomb, 
who was many years county clerk at Montpelier. 
General Thomas has, since the death of his wife, made his home 
at Montpelier with his daughter, Mrs. Newcomb. He has held the 
highest places of honor in the gift of the various veteran associa-
tions in the state, the camp of the Sons of Veterans at the capital 
is "Stephen Thomas Camp, " and so the sons, like the fathers, 
regard him as the type of the American citizen soldier-exemplar 
by descent of those who in battle founded and defended, and in 
person of those who in battle preserved, the great Republic. 
 
Source: Jacob G. Ullery, compiler, Men of Vermont: An Illus-
trated Biographical History of Vermonters and Sons of Vermont, 
(Transcript Publishing Company, Brattleboro, VT, 1894), Part II, 
p. 396. 
               * *******************************  

Obituary 
From:    New York Times 

Dec. 19, 1903 
Gen. Stephen Thomas, for years prominent in Vermont, died yes-
terday in Montpelier, Vt., at the age of ninety-four years. He was 
a manufacturer of clothes pins. Gen. Thomas, who was a Democ-
rat, served in the Legislature, and in 1867 was elected Lieutenant 
Governor. In the following year he was made Pension Agent for 
Vermont. He organized the Eighth Vermont Militia, of which he 
was made Colonel. In 1865 he was commissioned as Brigadier 
General. He was born in Bethel. 
Courtesy of Tom Boudreau 
 
* * * *********************************************

NOTE: 
December 6, 2009 marks the 200th birthday of 
Brig. Gen. Stephen Thomas.   
The Bethel Historical Society has some special 
cancelled cachets available for sale which 
have been hand cancelled.  
For info please contact  
Nick Nikolaidis  802-234-5064 
 
* ***************************************************  
 

Memoir by Pr ivate Char les Fairbanks 
Notes of Army and Pr ison L ife 1862-1865 

Janet Hayward Burnham,  editor 
Bethel, Vt.: My Little Jessie Press, 2008 

Available on CD narrated by Howard Coffin,  
well-known Civil War historian and author 

 
Price $15 plus $3 Shipping & Handling  

 
Send your order to: 

The Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
 

 

��Stephen Thomas  

was awarded the Medal of Honor  

Rank and Organization:  
Colonel, 8th Vermont Infantry.  
Place and date: 
 At Cedar Creek, VA, 19 Oct 1864.  
Entered service at: Montpelier.  
Born: 6 Dec 1809, Bethel, Vt. 
Died: 18 Dec 1903.  
Buried: Green mount, Montpelier.  
Date of Issue: 25 Jul 1892.  
Citation: Distinguished conduct in 
a desperate hand-to-hand encoun-
ter, in which the advance of the 
enemy was checked. 

 

" Until this rebellion shall be put down, ... 

I have no friends to reward and no enemies to punish, and I trust 
that the whole strength and power of Vermont, both of men and 
money, will be put into the field to sustain the government." - 
Stephen Thomas, Representative, West Fairlee, April 1861. 
 

A VERMONT MILITARY HISTORY SITE 
 
Preparing to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of Vermont's 
participation in the War of Rebellion.  
 
This is a fantastic website and we encourage  
everyone to check it out. 
http://vermontcivilwar.org/index.php 
 
They are always looking for more information about Vermont in 
the Civil War.  And of course we are equally interested in finding 
more information about Bethel soldiers in the Civil War. So if 
you have any information you can share with us, we are eager to 
hear from you. If you have pictures or other items we would be 
interested in making copies for our Bethel Historical Society 
 records. 
 

From their website:  
 

Our goal is to have the project completed by the 150th  
Anniversary of the start of the conflict, in April 2011 so we can 

provide a free copy to every library and school in Vermont.  
Won't you join us? Contribute to the Descendants and Cemetery 

Database projects, letters, photographs or articles!  



3  Reprinted with permission from  
Livin’ The Vermont Way magazine—July/August  2006 
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6th Vermont Infantry Obituar ies 
Henry D. Davenpor t 
 
Vermont Tribune, Ludlow, Vermont 22 Feb., 1924) -- 
Death of Henry D. Davenport: 
The death of Henry D. Davenport at Bethel, a Civil War 
Veteran, at the age of 72 years, calls to attention just once 
more, how large a part mere boys played in the Civil War. 
Henry D. Davenport was not quite ten years of age when 
he entered the Union Army as a drummer boy. It is true 
that he went in the company which his father com-
manded, and was therefore more or less under parental 
control and oversight until the father was wounded, at 
which time the boy left the service. After his father's 
death, the ardor of patriotism and the attraction of the 
stirring military life got the upper hand of the boy, and he 
enlisted again, just after passing his 12th birthday. in the 
17th Vermont Regiment, having [served] previously in 
the 6th Vermont. In the Battle of the Wilderness, the 

bloody conflict which resulted in 18,000 Union casualties, 
and 11,000 Confederate casualties, young Davenport was 
wounded and had to give up Army life. He was then still in 
his 12th year, the Battle of the Wilderness having being 
fought May 6 and 7 1864. 
The intrepidity of the young soldier gained for him the title 
of 'Drummer Boy of the Potomac,' a name which clung 
through the remaining years of his life. His was, indeed, a 
remarkable record in warfare, and not very often dupli-
cated. Boys of 13 and 14 years, carrying rifles, were more 
or less common in both armies, engaged in that great strug-
gle of Brother Americans; but for a mere youth of nine to 
go into war service and to experience camp life before his 
10th birthday was truly rare, even in those days. How many 
mothers, and how many fathers would have consented, 
even if the government had been willing, that their nine-
year old son should go into military service during the late 
World War? Patriotism might have prompted them to be 
ready to send their sons to defend their country, but all 
other considerations would have argued to the contrary, and 
the government, of course, would have added the decisive 
argument against such service. 
But conditions were somewhat different early in the Civil 
War than they were in the World War; and parental acquies-
cence to service by their sons at a very tender age during 
the early part of the Civil War was, perhaps based partly 
upon the fact that there had not been tremendously heavy 
slaughters of human life up to that time, and the full horrors 
of war had not yet developed. On the other hand, the World 
War had developed into wholesale slaughter before the time 
when American armies were called into the service to fight 
it. That, of course, might make a difference in the view-
point of parents, let alone the viewpoint of the government 
itself. But that aside, contemplation of the Army life of the 
"Drummer of the Potomac," reveals a remarkable career, 
and one calculated to go down in American history as very 
rare. 
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 Charles Fairbanks was fifty years old when at the persistent insistence of his daughter, Inez, he finally set down to write of 
his years as a teenage sharpshooter in the Army of the Republic during the Civil War, or War of Rebellion as Charlie terms it. 
  
 
 Charlie was a Bethel boy. He was the youngest of five brothers born to Lorenzo and Esther Bowen Fairbanks. All five were 
engaged in the Civil War, and all five miraculously survived that deadliest of conflicts. Over six hundred thousand Americans lost 
their lives in four years of war, with the state of Vermont sending more soldiers per capita than any other state of the Union or Con-
federacy. 
 
 Charlie had just turned 16 when he joined up in 1862 along with his next older brother Alfred. They both took and passed 
the test held in Bethel village to become sharpshooters. “We were,”  as Charlie tells it, “both farm boys, both born with a gun in our 
hands.”  
 
 They were supposed to be helping their father scythe hay in a lower field down near the river that hot August day, but in-
stead, left their scythes and headed  at a run for town. They had heard that Col. Stoughton was in town trying out sharp-eyed men for 
the US Sharpshooters corp. To qualify, the shooter had to shoot off-hand and put ten shots at 100 yards in a 10 inch ring. Both boys 
succeeded. Col. Stoughton allowed as how Alfred, who would be 18 in several months, was old enough, but Charlie would need his 
father's written permission. 
 
 With a heavy heart Charlie headed home with the permission paper. He encountered his father down in the hay field where 
he had been cutting hay without  the help he had expected from his two sons. When he asked for his father's signature, his father said 
no, he wasn't old enough. Charlie jacked up his courage to 
defy his father, something that he very rarely did. He told 
his father that he would run away and sign up where they 
didn't know him, where he could pass for being older. He 
father relented and reluctantly signed with “a trembling 
hand,”  saying he felt he was signing his son's death warrant. 
 
 Charlie fought at Fredericksburg, spent the winter 
in camp and did picket duty out on the Rappahannock, the 
rebels on the opposite shore. Brother Alfred caught typhoid 
pneumonia on picket duty, and never fully recovered his 
health. But as Charlie states, he never regretted fighting for 
his country. 
 Charlie took part in the battles of  Chancellorsville, 
Cold Harbor, Petersburg, as well as Burnside's Mud  
March. 
 
 In July of 1863 Charlie was in Gettysburg. He was 
captured and watched the famous Pickett's Charge from  
behind enemy lines. His unit having outdistanced their com-
missary in their rush to Gettysburg, he had had nothing but 
a weak coffee flavored brew to drink that morning. By the 
time he was captured he was famished. He traded his boots 
to some rebs for corn cakes, and then had to walk 200 miles 
barefoot to the train that would take him and the other pris-
oners to Richmond and to prison. He was first in the infa-
mous tobacco warehouse called Libby prison, but then 
transferred to Belle Isle where in several months time, he 
came very close to dying. Luckily, he was paroled...and 
ended up back in Vermont in the soldier's hospital in Brat-
tleboro. While there he met his future wife. After he recov-
ered, he went back to war and was assigned lighter duty. 
 
 Charlie took part in the jubilant Grand Review 
march in Washington D.C at the end of the war. 
 
 After the war, all of the Fairbanks family, except 
Charlie, moved to the state of Minnesota 

Charlie Fairbanks—  A Bethel Boy in the Civil War 

Ragamuffin Charlie;  
daguerreotype.  
 
This probably records Charlie's 
appearance early in 1864, 
 when he was still on parole but 
released from his initial  
hospitalization. He must have re-
gained some of the weight he lost 
on Belle Isle, but how aged he 
looks for his 17-18 years  

Mementoes of hard times. The three 
dice and the scarf ring were among the 
objects Charlie carved from bone while 
he was suffering on Belle Isle.  
The postage stamp-like object in the 
corner is a portrait (presumably of 
Charlie) cut from a daguerreotype.  
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Franklin Alden Trask 
By Don Brown 

 
This is the Civil War record of my great grandfather,  
Franklin Alden Trask 
 
Franklin enlisted at Warren Vt. September 12th. 1861 and 
was mustered as a private in Captain Halls Co.G 6th. Regi-
ment Vt volunteer Infantry, to serve three years. Oct. 5th. 
1861 the regiment was assigned to the Vt,Brigade,Smiths 
division,4th.Corp. where he was promoted to corporal.  
  On June 1st. 1864 he was promoted to 1st./Sgt. He re-
enlisted Sept. 16th. 1864. On Nov.12th 1864 he was pro-
moted to 2nd./Lt. On Mar.10th. 1865 he was promoted to 
1st./Lt.. 
   While on detached duty in Vt. at the time of the draft in 
1863, he participated in quelling the "draft riots" in New 
York City.  
 During his time in service, he participated in 24 battles. On 
Mar.20th 1865 while at " camp in the field" Va, he was pre-
sented with a "valuable" engraved sword costing $75.00, a 
large sum of money for the time, by the men under his 
command in appreciation of his kindness and compassion 
for them.     
   Frank was honorably discharged on July 26th. 1865. 
 
    After his discharge, he farmed in the Braintree and 
Randolph area for many  years. The last years of his life his 
health deteriorated to the point that he was unable to con-
tinue farming. His remaining years were spent at the farm 
of his son, Edgar Trask on Quarry Hill in Bethel. 
  Franklin died in 1919 and is buried in the East Randolph 
cemetery. 
  Following is a list of the battles he participated in. 
 
Lees Mills Va.-April 16th-'62 
Williamsburgh Va.-May 6th.-'62 
Goldings Farm Va.-June 27th-'62 
Savage Station Va.-June 29th-'62 
White Oak Swamp Va.-June 30th.-'62 
Antietum- Sept.16th.-'62 
Fredricksburg Va.-Dec.13th-'62 & June 5th.-'63 
Salem Heights Va.-May 3rd.-'63 
Gettysburg Pa.-July 3rd.-'63 
Gainsville Va.-Oct.19th.-'63 
Rappanahannock  Station Va.-Nov.7th.-'63 
Wilderness Va.-May 6th.-'64 
Spottsylvania Va.-May 10th.-'64 
Cold Harbor Va.-June 1st. & June 12th.-'64 
Petersburg Va.-June 18th.-'64 
Weldon Railroad Va.-June 23rd.-'64 
Charlstown West Va.-Aug. 24th.-'64 
Opequan Creek Va.-Sept.13th.-'64 
Winchester Va.-Sept. 19th.-'64 
Cedar Creek Va.-Oct. 19th.-'64 
Petersburg Va.-April 2nd.-'65 
Sailors Creek Va.-April 6th.-'65 

   
 
 

Under A Fig Tree: A Family Memoir  
by Ms. Sandra M. Levesque 

2 pm,   Sunday, January 24, 2010 

Paradigm Conference Room 

245 Main St, Bethel, VT 

Refreshments &  

Book Signing to follow 
Questions please call : 

Nick Nikolaidis, 802-234-5064 

 Sandra Levesque, author of “Under A Fig Tree… A 
Family Memoir,”  will discuss her experience in recre-
ating the three-generation story of her Sicilian family’s 
assimilation to America.  Her research pieces together 
photographs, letters, documents, recipes, and scraps of 
cultural lore.  It culminates with retracing her grand-
parents’ journey, first through Ellis Island, and eventu-
ally to the vineyards at the foot of Mount Etna and to 
her grandparents’ villages of Castiglione di Sicilia and 
Randazzo.  She will also discuss the challenges of cre-
ating a voice, maintaining discipline, and finding the 
missing pieces in compiling a family memoir. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Annual Meeting 
January 17, 2010 

Sunday at 2PM  
Paradigm Consulting Conference Room 

After our business meeting our 
Guest Speaker: Euclid Farnham  

Will speak about: 
“ Covered Bridges of Vermont”  

 
We hope to see  

you there 
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White River  Valley Histor ical Fair  wins Award! 
The participating Historical Societies received an Award of 

Merit, in the category of Educational Outreach, from the  
Vermont Historical Society, at their Annual Meeting of the 

League of Local Historical Societies, in St. Albans, 
 on Nov. 6, 2009. 

Thank you to our VP Janet Burnham for submitting the  
recommendation for the award. And another  
BIG THANK YOU to everyone who worked  

so hard to make this event so successful. 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all members 
who have so generously donated items and 

money to our society, we appreciate it! 
* * **********  
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December 14, 2009 
Annual Chr istmases Past Program 

 
7PM at the Paradigm Consulting   

Conference Room 
Come and share a story or show us an 

item which brings back special  
Christmas  memories.  

 
We will have our  

VERY THRIFTY YANKEE  
Gift Exchange.  

There will be refreshments and  
Christmas cookies. 

We welcome more cookies and  
encourage you to take some home. 
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MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz      
Can you identify this location? 

The first person to send the correct answer 
via US Mail will receive:  

ONE YEAR FREE  
MEMBERSHIP TO BHS 

Please send your  answer  to:   
Nick Nikolaidis    
1398 Br ink Hill RD  
Bethel, VT 05032         
Make sure you include your  name &  address  
In the event of multiple CORRECT answers,  
the ear liest postmarked entry will win. 
  Please note, in order  to give everyone an equal chance  
to win we will only take answers by US MAIL.                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 

Old River Street Bridge (before the current metal bridge) 
No winners in our last quiz.  
According to our town historian, John Dutton, 
The bridge shown in the picture on this old postcard was  
very short-lived. 

You can see the newsletter in 
COLOR & our meeting min-
utes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 

The Quiz consists of a two-part question this time: 
1) What was the occasion for Gov. Weeks’  visit to Bethel? 
2) Which building is he standing in front of? 


