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ARTICLE 1: ENACTMENT , INTENT AND APPLICATION

SECTION 110. BENACTMENT

In accordance with the Vermont Planning and Devalemt Act 24 V.S.A Section 4401(c),
hereinafter referred to as the "Act", there is bgrestablished a Zoning Ordinance for the Town
of Bethel which is set forth in the text and mapkfy.

SECTION 120. TITLE
This Ordinance shall be known and cited as theh®&eZoning Ordinance”.

SeECTION 130. RURPOSE

This Ordinance is designed to promote the headtietys and general welfare of the inhabitants of
the Town of Bethel; to protect and conserve theusabf property; to facilitate adequate
provision for transportation, water, sewage anddselaste disposal, fire safety, schools, and
other public requirements; to ensure the healtaid appropriate distribution of settlement; to
protect the rural residential environment, agriedt, recreational, and other land from undue
concentrations of populations, traffic congestiamd inadequate parking; to foster orderly
community development while preserving the natweslources and retaining the beauty and
historic character of the Town; and to give effecthe Bethel Town Plan.

SECTION 140. INTENT

This Ordinance is intended to guide the futureafdand and water; the placement of structures
on lots and the relationship of structures to oggce; and the provision of supporting facilities
such as off-street parking. In accordance withpiterisions of Vermont Law, this Ordinance is
not intended to deprive individual property ownefghe reasonable use of their land; does not
discriminate amongst social economic groups; dadsregulate the materials and manner of
building construction, and does not regulate thegieof streets.

SECTION 151. EXEMPT LAND DEVELOPMENT
Zoning Permits shall not be required for the folilogv

a. Normal maintenance and repair of an existing bogddr structure that does not
result in any change to the footprint or heighthef structure, or change in use;

b. Public auctions, garage sales, and yard salesxaetding four consecutive days
nor more than ten days in a calendar year;

c. Reconstruction of a non-complying structure, ounegtion of a non-conforming
use (see Section 403 or Section 401);

d. Accepted agricultural and forestry practices, idetg the construction of farm
structures, provided setback requirements are St Section 333);

e. Small or temporary signs (see Section 323);

f.  Utility poles and related fixtures;

g. Fuel and propane tanks not used for commercialqaesg

h. Construction of a driveway or private road (see&eBoard for access permits);
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i.  Drainage facilities or similar work;
j.  Fences and walls not exceeding 8 feet in height;

k. Dish antennae twenty-four (24) inches or less ianditer, provided setback
requirements are met;

[.  Accessory buildings or structures with a floor anea more than 100 square feet
and less than 35 feet in height; and

m. Subdivision of land parcels incidental to titlerntséers between owners for the
purpose of establishing clear property line bouiedar

SECTION 152. FEERMIT REQUIRED FOR NEwW DEVELOPMENT

Except as may have been previously approved or pteemunder this Ordinance, no
construction of any building or structure nor anyigsion of a parcel of land into two lots; nor
any alteration to an existing building or structurer any change or intensification in the use of
any land or structures; nor any mining or extracti earth resources or landfill operation shall
commence without a Zoning Permit issued by the Adstriative Officer.
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SECTION 153. GONSTRUCTION GIVEN PRIOR APPROVAL

This Ordinance does not require any change in dlamsonstruction of a building, structure, or
development of land complying with this Ordinanadeammendments thereto, if a prior Zoning
Permit was duly issued and the entire building wucture or land development is to be
completed in accordance with such plans within (&)oyears of the effective date of the Zoning
Permit.

SECTION 160. GENERAL OPERATION

The purpose and intent of this Ordinance shall dmmplished by dividing the land in Bethel
into various zoning districts. In each districgrtain uses of land are permitted as a matter of
right upon issuance of an administrative permittbg Administrative Officer, while others
(called conditional uses) are allowed with the appl of the Development Review Board
(DRB). In either case, a Zoning Permit must bemietd for most construction or for significant
changes of use. Standards are set forth in thden@mce for new construction, the making of
improvements, or for significant changes in lana.uBersons interested in undertaking a
construction or development project are encouragecontact the Administrative Officer for
general information and guidance.
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ARTICLE 2: ZONING DISTRICTS

SECTION 200. ESTABLISHMENT OF BASE ZONING DISTRICTS

The Town of Bethel is hereby divided into the fallog base zoninglistricts as shown on the
official zoning map:

Bethel Village District BVD
East Bethel Village District EBD
Medium Density Development District MDD
Rural Development District RDD
Resource Conservation District RCD
Highway Development District HDD

SECTION 210. CFFICIAL BASE ZONING M AP

The location and boundaries of base zoning distriate established as shown on the Official
Zoning Map maintained at the Bethel Municipal butd The Official Zoning Map, together
with interpretive guidelines and all amendmentsdtee is hereby made a part of this Ordinance.
All amendments to the Official Zoning Map are subje the provisions of this Ordinance
regarding amendments.

SECTION 215.ESTABLISHMENT OF OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS

In addition to the Base Zoning Districts, the fallng Overlay Districts are established:

Flood Hazard District FHD
Steep Slopes District SSD
Well Head Protection District WHPD

The areas and boundaries of the Town’s OverlayriDistare established on separate maps on
file at the Bethel Town Offices. These maps, togethith interpretative guidelines and all
amendments thereto, are hereby made a part dDthisance. All amendments to these maps
are subject to the provisions of this Ordinancerrdmmg amendments.

SECTION 220. INTERPRETATION OF ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries sificis as shown on the Official Zoning Base
Map or Overlay District maps, the location of susbundaries shall be determined by the
Administrative Officer. The decisions of the Adnstrative Officer may be appealed by the
applicant or interested parties to the DRB fora@cti
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The Administrative Officer and DRB shall use thédwing guidelines to assist them in making
a determination:

1. Boundaries indicated as approximately following tbenter lines of roads, streams,
transportation and utility rights-of-way shall benstrued to follow such center lines;

2. Boundaries indicated as approximately followinglinés shall be construed to follow such
lot lines;

3. Boundaries indicated as following shorelines shellconstrued as the normal mean water
level;

4. Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensidrieatures in (1) through (3) above shall
be so construed,;

5. Where circumstances are not covered by (1) thr¢dphbove, the DRB shall interpret the
district boundaries.
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SECTION 230. WSE CATEGORIES

For the purpose of establishing permitted and dardil uses within the zoning districts, the
following categories of use are designated andhddfi

1 & 2 Family Dwelling: Any use of land or structures comprising thedesce of one or two
families in a primary structure. Examples: calbnobile home, duplex.

Multi-family Dwelling : Any use of land or structures comprising thedesce of three or more
families in a primary structure. Examples: aparibf®use, attached townhouses.

Town Center Commerciat Any use of land or structures for the primarypgmsge of buying or
selling goods where the goods are primarily comi@innside a primary structure.
Examples: retail shops, general store.

Roadside Commercial Any use of land or structures for the purposeéuwfing or selling goods
which are commonly displayed or sold outside a prymstructure. Examples: gasoline
station, mobile home sales lot, car dealership.

Individual Service: Any use of land or structures for the purposemividing a service which
customarily involves the presence of no more thaeva individuals at the same time.
Examples: real estate offices, hairdressers, repaips, guesthouse.

Commercial Group Service Any use of land or structures for the purposepaidviding a
service involving the presence of a number of idlials at one time. Examples: motels,
hotels, theaters, restaurants.

Community Service Any use of land or structures for the purpos@rmaividing or conducting
educational or religious services. Examples: stsh@@ublic and private), churches.

Light Industrial : The processing, assembly, distribution or paakggf natural or man-made
products where such activity results in no substhmiff-site impacts, such as, but not
limited to noise, vibration, air pollution, fire bard or noxious emission. All such activity
and storage of raw or finished products are endlas@ building or are screened from the
abutting properties and public rights of way. Susks include, but are not limited to, the
following: cabinetry or woodworking shop, electrosi high-tech manufacturing or
assembly, machine shop, sewing, printing, reseandhesting laboratory, and similar uses.

Heavy Industrial: The processing, assembly, distribution, or paciggf natural or man-made
products where such activitgsults in substantial off-site impacts such as,naa limited
to noise, vibration, air pollution, fire hazard woxious emission. All such activity and
storage of raw or unfinished products are not esgdlanside a building or screened from
the abutting properties and public rights-of-we&8uch uses include, but are tiatited to,
the following: lumber mills, junk yards, truck teimals, concrete, asphalt or brick plants,
quarries, bulk fuel storage facilities, foundrydasimilar uses.

Commercial Outdoor Recreation Any use of land or structures for the provisidnpavate
outdoor recreational services that do not invohe ¢onstruction of substantial structures.
Examples: travel trailer parks, tennis courtsf golrses.
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Agriculture: The cultivation or other use of land for growirgpdl, fiber, Christmas trees, maple
sap, orhorticultural and orchard crops; or the raisingdi@g, or management of livestock,
poultry, fish or bees; or the operation of greerdasy or the production of maple syrup; or
the on-site preparation and sale of agriculturadpcts or wastes principally produced on
the farm; or the on-site production of fuel or poviem agricultural products or wastes
produced on the farm; or the raising, feeding, @nagement of four or more equines
owned or boarded by the farmer, including trainsigpwing and providing instruction and
lessons in riding, training, and the managemeneaiines; or a structure for housing
livestock, raising horticultural or agronomic plantor carrying out other practices
associated with accepted agricultural or farmiracpces, including a silo, as “farming” is
defined in Vermont Statutes Annotated Title 10, butluding a dwelling for human
habitation. A person shall notify the AdministraiOfficer of the intent to build a farm
structure and shall abide by setbacks approvedd\Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets. No municipal permit for an agriculturabusf land or for a farm structure shall be
required

Municipal: Any use of land or structures for the purposepmdviding municipal or quasi-
municipal services. Examples: public utility subt®ns, municipal buildings, public
parks, libraries, cemeteries.

SECTION 240. ACCESSORY USES OR STRUCTURES

All principal uses or structures imply the inclusiof appropriate accessory uses or structures
that are customarily incidental and subordinatéhto principal use or structure and located on
the same lot. All accessory structures, exceptdgnwalls, driveways and parking areas shall
conform to lot setback requirements. A Zoning Péshall be required for the construction of
any accessory building, structure, or use, unleempted per Section 151.

SECTION 260. CFF-STREET PARKING

Except for land development located within the &gk Business District, for every building
hereafter erected, altered, extended or changeagen and for every lot hereafter developed,
there shall be provided off-street parking spasese forth below. A parking space shall be nine
(9) feet by eighteen (18) feet and shall not ineladcess drives or common areas.

1. Residential Areas — Two parking spaces per dwellimig

2. Commercial or Business Uses — One parking spacesvery business or employee
vehicle, plus one space for every two hundred (2g0pare feet of floor area.

3. Places of Public Assembly/Restaurants — One parkpage for every three seats, or
capacity thereof, and one space per employee.

4. Industrial Uses — One parking space for every lmssior employee vehicle.

In the case of multiple uses occupying the samklibgi or structure, the total requirements for

off-street parking areas shall be the sum of thguirements of the various uses computed
separately.
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With the approval of the DRB, parking spaces mayobated on lands not part of the site or lot
on which the building, structure, or use is sitdaterovided that the Board has evidence that
such parking is available and dedicated to theasigal structure or use. Parking spaces for any
number of concurrent uses may be combined intopamking area, but the spaces required for
any one use may not be assigned to another, exttbpthe approval of the DRB.

In cases where it is demonstrated by the Applidhat the parking space requirements
referenced above provide an undue hardship to g@idant and do not serve the public good,
or may be addressed by other means, the DRB masewaireduce these requirements.

SECTION 270. BASE ZONING DISTRICTS

The following Base Zoning Districts are hereby bks&ed within the Town:

Bethel Village District

East Bethel Village District
Highway Development District
Medium Density District

Rural Development District
Resource Conservation District

ogahwnE

SECTION 271. BETHEL VILLAGE DISTRICT

Purpose The purpose of the Bethel Village District issopport and maintain the role of the
Village as the focus of many social and economiwvidies in the community and provide
for residential, commercial, industrial, municigatd other compatible development that
serves the needs of the Town as a whole.

Description: The Bethel Village District includes areas higtally considered to be the Bethel
Village and those additional areas currently sexviby town water or sewage or both. To
promote health, safety and an efficient use of haittin the district, the district is further
divided into sub-districts thereby segregating sypeuses. The following sub-districts are
created:

Village Residential District
Village Business District
Village Industrial District
Village Commercial District.

Village Residential District

Purpose The purpose of the Village Residential District ts provide for high-density
residential development in areas which are locatéle village and which are serviced by
town water or sewage facilities.
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Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarce Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

N~ WNE

One and two Family Dwellings

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingidibonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAtthainistrative Officer:

CoNooOrWNE

Multiple Family Dwelling

Individual Service

Community Service

Municipal

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

Special Public Uses (see Section 324)

Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ssztion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1.

Lot Area Minimum 20,000 square feet for all usesepting multiple family which
requires 7500 square feet per unit.

2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 25 feet
3.
4. Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Section 260)

Front Setback Minimum: 25 feet from Right of Way.

Village Business District

Purpose The purpose of the Village Business Districtagprovide a commercial center in the
Town which will permit a broad range of retail apdrsonal service shops, professional
and governmental offices, and supportive, compatddmmercial uses. Residential uses
which add interest and vitality to the area ancaunodate those who desire high-density
housing is encouraged.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarice Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

One and two Family Dwellings

Town Center Commercial

Individual Service

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

NoakwNE
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8. Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)
9. Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
10. Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingidibonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

1. Multiple Family Dwelling

2. Commercial Group Service

3. Community Service

4. Municipal

5. Light Industrial

6. Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section 326

7. Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

8. Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

9. Special Public Uses (see Section 324)

10. Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Sstion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1. Lot Area Minimum 10,000 square feet for all usesepting multiple family
which requires 3000 square feet per unit.

2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: None

3. Front Setback Minimum: None.

4. Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Sectior) 260

Village Industrial District

Purpose  The Village Industrial District provides for elogment opportunities in
manufacturing, warehousing, and research and dewsnt in areas serviced by good
transportation facilities and public utilities. @t uses incompatible with industrial uses
shall not be permitted for the health, safety aetfave of the community.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarice Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

Light Industrial

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

o0 hrWNE

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingnd@tbonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

1. Heavy Industrial

2. Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
3. Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

4. Special Public Uses (see Section 324)
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5. Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ssxtion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1. Lot Area Minimum 1 acre for all uses

2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 25 feet

3. Front Setback Minimum: 25 feet

4. Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Section 260)

Village Commercial District

Purpose The purpose of the Village Commercial Distrgttdo accommodate existing uses and
provide for industrial expansion in the Bethel ¥gk area.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarice Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

1. One and Two Family Dwellings

2. Accessory uses or structures

3. Home Occupations (see Section 311)

4. Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)

5. Detached Housing (see Section 328)

6. Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

7. Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
8. Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingidibonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAtthainistrative Officer:

Roadside Commercial

Town Center Commercial

Individual Service

Community Service

Light Industrial

Heavy Industrial

Municipal

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

10 Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

11. Special Public Uses (see Section 324)

12. Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ssetion 321)

©CoNorwhE

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1. Lot Area Minimum 20,000 square feet for one and family dwellings and
municipal; 1 acre for Light Industrial; 2 acres Roadside Commercial,
Community Service and Heavy Industrial

2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 25 feet, except &harindustrial or
commercial use is adjacent to a residential usetwisi 75 feet

3. Front Setback Minimum: 25 feet from right of way &il uses, except for
Roadside Commercial and Heavy Industrial whichOige®t.
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4.

Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Section 260)

SECTION 272. EAST BETHEL VILLAGE DISTRICT

Purpose The purpose of the East Bethel Village Districto provide for the continuation of
East Bethel Village as essentially a residentiahimwinity with a moderate density of
development and allow for those limited servicest tontribute to and support residential
communities.

Description: The East Bethel Village District includésose lands historically considered to lie
within East Bethel Village.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarice Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

N~ WNE

One and two Family Dwellings

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingidibonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

©CoNorwWNhE

Multiple Family Dwelling

Town Center Commercial

Individual Service

Community Service

Commercial Group Service

Light Industrial

Municipal

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

10 Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)
11. Special Public Uses (see Section 324)
12. Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ssetion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1.

w N

Lot Area Minimum 20,000 square feet per unit fortiple family, 1 acre for one
and two family; one acre for all other uses, exdigpt industrial which is 2
acres.

Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 25 feet

Front Setback Minimum: 25 feet from right of waycept for light industrial
which is 50 feet.

Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Section 260)
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SECTION 273. HGWAY DEVLOPMENT DISTRICT

General Purpose The purpose of the Highway Development Distigtto provide for
residential and commercial development on landsglyadjacent to Bethel Village and
along major roads in the Town. Such developmenulshbe designed so it does not
interfere with the function of such roads or detfemm their scenic quality.

Description: The Highway Development District includes lamglag adjacent to Bethel Village
and the town's major roads. To prevent an und#sirenix of uses, residential and
commercial uses are segregated through the esualelig of separate Highway Residential
and Highway Commercial districts.

Highway Residential District

Purpose The purpose of this district is to provide fared types of residential development in
locations with convenient access to Bethel Villageeighboring towns.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarce Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

One and two Family Dwellings

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

ONOOA~WNE

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingd@itbonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAtheinistrative Officer:

1. Multiple Family Dwelling

2. Individual Service

3. Community Service

4. Commercial Outdoor Recreation

5. Municipal

6. Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section 326

7. Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

8. Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

9. Special Public Uses (see Section 324)

10. Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Sstion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1. Lot Area Minimum 1 acre per unit for multiple famil2 acres for one and two
family and all other uses

2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 50 feet

3. Front Setback Minimum: 50 feet from right of way

4. Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Section 260)
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Highway Commercial District

Purpose The purpose of the Highway Commercial Distrgtto accommodate commercial
development that requires outdoor display or cuatdynprovides services to highway
travelers.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarice Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

1. One and two Family Dwellings
2. Individual Service

3. Municipal

4. Accessory uses or structures
5.
6
7
8
9.
1

Home Occupations (see Section 311)

. Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
. Detached Housing (see Section 328)
. Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)

0. Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingidibonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

©CoNok,rwhE

Multiple Family Dwelling

Roadside Commercial

Commercial Group Service

Light Industrial

Commercial Outdoor Recreation

Town Center Commercial

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

10 Special Public Uses (see Section 324)
11. Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Sstion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1.

2.

3.
4.

Lot Area Minimum 1 acre for all uses, except foe@nd two family dwellings
and commercial outdoor recreation which requirer2siand 1 acre per unit for
multiple family dwellings.

Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 25 feet, excepalidamily dwellings and
commercial outdoor recreation when minimum is 5.fe

Front Setback Minimum: 50 feet from right of way

Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Sectior) 260

SECTION 274. MEDIUM DENSITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Purpose The purpose of the Medium Density Developmenstiit is to maintain the
residential/agricultural character of Town lands$sale the village areas by providing for
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agricultural uses and residential development msilies compatible with agricultural uses
and the capability of the lands to support suchettgwment. Additionally, allowance is
made for uses of a limited nature that enhanceqtity of residential/agricultural

communities through provision of useful services.

Description: The Medium Density Development District includesw~n lands characterized by
cleared and wooded areas with generally good smitk shallow slopes, direct access to
year-round public roads, and availability of prevattilities such as electricity and
telephone.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarce Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

ONOOAWNE

One and two Family Dwellings

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingd@itbonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

©CoNoO~wWNE

Multiple Family Dwelling

Individual Group Service

Commercial Outdoor Recreation

Municipal

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

Special Public Uses (see Section 324

Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ss=tion 321)

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1.

2.
3.
4.

Lot Area Minimum 4 acres for all uses, except faidtiple family dwellings
which require 2 acres per unit.

Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 50 feet for all uses

Front Setback Minimum: 50 feet from right of way

Off-Street Parking Requirements (see Section 260)

SECTION 275. RURAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Purpose The purpose of the Rural Development Distridibisllow for low-density residential
development compatible with agricultural and comagon uses in areas physically remote
from Bethel Village. Restrictive requirements hist district are intended to encourage
development of areas closer to Bethel Village.
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Description: Lands in the Rural Development Distnirissess generally the same characteristics
as those lands in the Medium Density Developmestridt with the added characteristic of
being physically remote from Bethel Village. Besauof this remoteness, Town services
such as road maintenance and school busing, thpughded, are provided on a more
limited and intermittent basis than in the MediumnBity Development District.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarce Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

One and two Family Dwellings

Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

ONOOAWNE

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingd@itbonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

Individual Service

Commercial Outdoor Recreation

Municipal

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

Special Public Uses (see Section 324)

Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ssxtion 321)

ONoaRWNE

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements
1. Lot Area Minimum 10 acres for all uses
2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 50 feet.

SECTION 276. RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Purpose The purpose of the Resource Conservalsirict is to protect the natural resource
value of town lands which are essentially undevethpprovide significant recharge to the
ground and surface water supplies of the Town agan, are important for wildlife and wildlife
habitat, include irreplaceable recreational anchiscareas and have potential for commercial
logging and cutting of firewood.

Description: The Resource Conservation District includes téavids characterized as generally
forested with shallow soils and steep slopes. @lesds lack direct access to year-round public
roads and utilities and public services are comgnanhvailable.

Permitted Uses The following uses may be permitted upon issuarice Zoning Permit by the
Zoning Administrator:

1. One and two Family Dwellings
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Accessory uses or structures

Home Occupations (see Section 311)
Accessory Apartments (see Section 330)
Detached Housing (see Section 328)

Outdoor Signs (see Section 323)

Temporary Uses or Structures (see Section 318)
Minor Subdivisions (see Section 334)

N OTAWN

Conditional Uses The following uses are permitted upon grantingidibonal Use Approval by
the DRB and the issuance of a Zoning Permit byAthainistrative Officer:

Individual Service

Commercial Outdoor Recreation

Municipal

Wireless Communications Facilities (see Section) 326
Ponds or Impoundments (see Section 325)

Day Care Facilities (see Section 332)

Special Public Uses (see Section 324)

Extraction of Soil, Minerals, Sand, or Gravel (Ssztion 321)

ONOOAWNE

Land, Area, and Structural Requirements

1. Lot Area Minimum 20 acres for all uses

2. Rear and Side Setback Minimum: 50 feet

3. Front Setback Minimum: 50 feet from right of way
4. Off Street Parking Requirements: See Section 260

SECTION 277. HooD HAZARD OVERLAY DISTRICT

Purpose It is the purpose of this Ordinance to promdte public health, safety, and general
welfare, to prevent increases in flooding causedhieyuncontrolled development of lands
in the Flood Hazard Overlay District, and to mirgeniosses due to floods by: restricting or
prohibiting uses that are dangerous to healthfysabe property in times of flood or cause
excessive increase in flood heights or velocitregjuiring that uses vulnerable to floods,
including public facilities that serve such usdslsbe protected against flood damage at
the time of initial construction; protecting indilials from buying lands that are unsuited
for their intended purposes because of flood hazard

Description: The Flood Hazard Overlay District includes attas designated as "flood hazard
area" on the National Flood Insurance Program (NMBps, and any revisions thereto.
The current NFIP Maps are on display at the Bethahicipal Offices and they, together
with all explanatory matter thereon, are adopteddigrence to be part of this Ordinance.
Where available, (i.e. zones A1-A30, AE and AH) Hase flood elevations and floodway
limits provided by the National Flood Insurance dgteom in the Flood Insurance Study and
accompanying maps shall he used to administerrthagions of this Bylaw.

Interpretation of District Boundaries: The Administrative Officer shall determine the
boundaries of the designated Flood Hazard Overlayritt by scaling distances on the
NFIP map. Appeals with respect to a boundary pntgation shall be made by filing a
notice with the Secretary of the DRB within fiftegrb) days of the decision or act.
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Permitted Uses Upon issuance of a Zoning Permit by the Adntratsve Officer, the following
open space uses shall be permitted within the Riehrd District to the extent that they
are not prohibited within the base zoning distransl provided that they do not require the
erection of structures or storage of materials agdipment, the borrowing of fill from
outside the Flood Hazard Overlay District or chamnedification or relocation, and do not
obstruct flood flows, affect the water carrying aajy of the floodway or channel, or
increase offsite flood damage potentials.

1. Recreation uses, such as parks, camps, picnic gsouennis courts, golf courses, golf
driving archery and shooting ranges, hiking andngdrails, hunting and fishing areas,
game farms, fish hatcheries, wildlife sanctuariesture preserves, swimming areas, and
boat launching sites.

2. Residential uses, such as lawns, gardens, parkéag,aand play areas.

Conditional Uses All new construction and development uses prieedrby this Ordinance not
included on the list of Permitted uses above andhvfall within the designated Flood
Hazard Overlay District are permitted only with @dronal Use Approvaby the DRB as
provided below.

Conditional Use Review and Approval Procedures
1. Step One: Upon receiving an application for Caodal Use Approval the DRB shall,
prior to scheduling a hearing and rendering a datikhereon, obtain:

a.) base flood elevation data for all subdivisions atider proposed new developments
greater than fifty (50) lots or five (5) acres, wiever is the smaller;

b.) the elevation, in relation to mean sea level, & kbwest habitable floor, including
basement, of all new construction or substanti@rowement of structures;

c.) confirmation as to whether or not such structucegain a basement;

d.) the elevation, in relation to mean sea level, tactvhany structure or substantial
improvement has been floodproofed.

2. Step Two: In addition, the DRB shall require ascmof the following information as it is
deemed necessary for determining the suitabilityefparticular site for the proposed use:

a.) Plans in triplicate, drawn to scale, showing theat@mn, dimensions, contours, and
elevation of the lot; the size and location on gftie of existing or proposed structures,
fill or storage of materials; the location and elgons of streets, water supply, and
sanitary facilities; and the relation of the abéwé¢he location of the channel, floodway,
and base flood elevation when such informaticavailable.

b.) A typical valley cross-section showing the chanoklthe stream, elevation of land
areas adjoining each side of the channel, and-sexstonal areas to be occupied by the
proposed development.

c.) A profile showing the slope of the bottomtbe channel or flow line of the stream.

d.) Specifications for building construction and madks; floodproofing, mining, dredging,
filling, grading, paving, excavation, or drillingshannel improvement, storage of
materials, water supply, and sanitary facilities.
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Step Three: In the absence of NFIP base flooda&tmv data, the DRB shall obtain,
review, and reasonably utilize any base flood dlewaand floodway data available from a
federal, state, or other source as criteria for ra@w construction and substantial
improvements under this Ordinance.

Step Four: The DRB shall notify adjacent commusiaed the Vermont Agency of Natural
Resources prior to approval of any alteration doaaion of a watercourse and shall
submit copies of such notifications to the FIA Adrstrator.

Step Five: The Secretary of the Development ReBeard shall transmit one copy of the
information noted above to the Vermont Agency otuxal Resources as required by 24
VSA Section 4409 c.

Step Six: In reviewing the application, the DRB Islsansider any evaluation provided by
the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources and shetirdhine that the proposed use will
conform to the review standards of this Section.

Step Seven: No Zoning Permit may be granted far canstruction or the development of
land in any area designated as a flood plain by \tkemont Department of Water
Resources prior to the expiration of a period otyH30) days following the submission of
a report to the Vermont Department of Environme@ahservation.

Considerations by the Development Review BoardIn reviewing each application, the DRB

shall assure that the flood carrying capacity witAny portion of an altered or relocated
watercourse is maintained, and consider:

. The danger of life and property due to increaseddl heights or velocities caused by

encroachments;

The danger that materials may be swept onto othetsl or downstream to the injury of
others;

The proposed water supply and sanitation systerdstla ability of these systems to
prevent disease, contamination, and unsanitaryiconst

The susceptibility of the proposed facility anddtents to flood damage and the effect of
such damage on the individual owners;

5. The importance of the services provided by the gsed facility to the community;

6. The availability of alternative locations not sufijeo flooding for the proposed use;

7. The compatibility of the proposed use with existidgvelopment and development

9.

anticipated in the foreseeable future;

The relationship of the proposed use to the prapesenprehensive plan insofar as it has
been developed,;

The safety of access to the property in timesawdlof ordinary and emergency vehicles;

10.The expected heights, velocity, duration, rateigd,rand sediment transport of the flood

waters expected at the site; and

11.Such other factors as are relevant to the purpafsss Ordinance.

Conditions Attached to Conditional Uses Upon consideration of those factors referenced

above, and the purpose of this Section, the DRB attach such conditions to its approval
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as are necessary to meet the flood plain managenguirements of the FIA regulations
and further the purpose of this Zoning OrdinanSach conditions shall require that:

1. All new construction or substantial improvementaofy residential structure have the first
floor and basement floor elevated at least one &bolve the base flood elevation where
this information is available;

2. All new construction or substantial improvement radnresidential structures have the
lowest floor, including basement, elevated or fle@bfed at least one foot above the base
flood elevation where this information is available

3. A Permit for a building proposed to be floodproofgthll not be issued until a registered
professional engineer or architect has reviewedsthactural design, specifications and
plans, and has certified that the design and pexposethods of construction are in
accordance with accepted standards of practiceaéating the provisions of this bylaw.

4. Structures be designed or modified and anchoreckdist flotation, collapse, or lateral
movement of the structure during the occurrenc¢hefbase flood; be constructed with
materials resistant to flood damage, be construayeathethods and practices that minimize
flood damage, and be constructed with electricagting, ventilation, plumbing, and air
conditioning equipment and other service facilitiest are designed and/or located so as to
prevent water from entering or accumulating witthe components during conditiortd
flooding.

5. All new construction and substantial improvemenithviully enclosed areas below the
lowest floor that are subject to flooding shall Hesigned to automatically equalize
hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allag for the entry and exit of floodwaters.
Designs for meeting this requirement must eithecéxtified by a registered professional
engineer or architect or meet or exceed the foligwninimum criteria: a minimum of two
openings having a total net area of not less timan(d) square inch for every square foot of
enclosed area subject to flooding shall be providEde bottom of all openings shall be no
higher than one (1) foot above grade. Openings beagquipped with screens, louvers,
valves, or other coverings or devices provided they permit the automatic entry and exit
of floodwaters.

6. All development shall be designed to minimize flatainage to the proposed development
and to public facilities and utilities, and to pre adequate drainage to reduce exposure to
flood hazards.

7. Development within the floodway is prohibited urdes registered professional engineer
certifies that the proposed development will ngutein any increase in flood levels during
the occurrence of the base flood.

8. The flood carrying capacity within any altered efocated portion of a watercourse shall
be maintained.

9. All gas and electrical equipment, circuits, and l@pges be located and constructed to
minimize or eliminate flood damage.

10.All new and replacement water supply systems begded so as to minimize or prevent
the infiltration of flood waters into the systems.
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11.All new and replacement sanitary sewage systemdelsggned to minimize or prevent
infiltration of flood waters into the systems angatharges from the systems into flood
water.

12.0On-site waste disposal systems be located to gwatebn, in relation to mean sea level, to
which such structures have been floodproofed.

13. All necessary permits be obtained from those gawemtal agencies from which approval
is required by federal and state law.

Special Administrative Procedures in the Flood Hazal Overlay District
Records The Administrative Officer shall maintain a redof:

1. The elevation, in relation to mean sea level, ¢ tbwest habitable floor, including
basement of all new or substantially improved gtmes, and whether or not such
structures contain a basement; and

2. The elevation, in relation to mean sea level, toictvhsuch structures have been
floodproofed.

Variances The following procedures shall apply:

1. Variance shall be granted by the DRB only in acaoog with the provisions of Section
603 of this Ordinance and upon determination thaing the base flood discharge the
variance will not result in increased flood levelsteats to public safety, extraordinary
public expense, or create nuisances, cause fraudronctimization of the public, or
conflict with existing local laws or ordinances.

2. The Secretary of the DRB shall notify the applicémt the issuance of a variance to
construct a structure below the base flood elematidl result in increased premium rates
for flood insurance commensurate with the resuliimgease in risk up to amounts as high
as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage, and suclstwmtion below the base flood
elevation increases risks of life and property.

3. The Secretary of the DRB shall maintain a recordabfvariance actions, including
justification for their issuance, and report sudriances issued to the Administrative
Officer upon request.

Annual Report to Federal Insurance Administration: The Administrative Officer shall, to the
extent possible, submit to the Administrator thioimation required by the FIA annual
report form with respect to the administration ardorcement of the flood hazard area
bylaws. A copy of the annual report shall be sutedito the state coordinating agency.

Warning of Disclaimer of Liability : These regulationdo not imply that land outside the areas
of special flood hazard or land uses permitted iwitbuch districts will be free from
flooding or flood damages. These regulations shailcreate liability on the part of the
Town of Bethel or any town official or employee ttbef for any flood damages that result
from reliance on this Ordinance or any administetecision lawfully made thereunder.

Precedence of Regulations The provisions of these regulations shall tatex@dence over any
conflicting and less restrictive local laws.
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Definitions

Area of special flood hazard - is the land in the floodplain within a commungiybject to a one
percent or greater chance of flooding in any giyear. The area may be designhated as
Zone A on the FHBM. After detailed rate-making leeen completed in preparation for
publication of the FIRM, Zone A usually is refinedo Zones A, AO, A.H, Al-30, or A99.

Base Flood - means the flood having a one percent chanceiafjbequaled or exceeded in any
given year.

Basement - means any area of the building having its fleobgraded (below ground level) on
all sides.

Building - means a walled and roofed building includingas @r liquid storage tank that is
principally above ground.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) - means an official map of a community on whitle t
Administrator has delineated both the special lthzaeas and the risk premium zones
applicable to the community.

Flood Insurance Study - means an examination, evaluation, and deterromatf flood hazards
and, if appropriate, corresponding water surfaegatlons.

Floodproofing - means any combination of structural and nonetiral additions, changes, or
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminfkded damage to real estate or
improved real property, water and sanitary faedtistructures, and their contents.

Floodway - means the channel of a river or other waterearsd the adjacent land areas that
must be reserved in order to discharge the base flathout cumulatively increasing the
water surface elevation more than a designatedheig

Lowest floor - means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosezhdincluding basement). An
unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usablelgofor parking of vehicles, building
access or storage in an area other than a basaneant not considered a building's lowest
floor; provided that such enclosure is not builtasoto render the structure in violation of
the applicable non-elevation design requiremenIdEFR Part 60.3.

Manufactured Home - means a structure, transportable in one or reecdions, which is built
on a permanent chassis and is designed for useawittithout a permanent foundation
when connected to the required utilities. For dpain management purposes, the term
"manufactured home, also includes park traileesydtr trailers, and other similar vehicles
placed on a site for greater than 180 consecutys.d For insurance purposes, the term
"manufactured home" does not include park trailérayel trailers, and other similar
vehicles.

Mean Sea Level - means, for purposes of the National Flood InsceaProgram, the National
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or otherufat to which base flood elevations
shown on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Mapedeeenced.

Structure - means an assembly of materials for occupandynprovement of a structure, the
cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of taken value of the structure either, (a)
before the improvement or repair is started, oif(the structure has been damaged, and is
being restored, before the damage occurred. Thedees not, however, include either (a)
any project for improvement of the structure to pbnwith existing state or local Health,
sanitary or safety code specifications which arkelgonecessary to assure safe living
conditions, or (b) any alteration of a structurtdd on the National Register of Historic
Places or a State Inventory of Historic Sites. [8lee Article 8, Definitions, ‘Structure.’]
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SECTION 278. STEEP SLOPES DISTRICT

It is the purpose of this section to prevent haontdwn soils and waters that could result from
environmentally unsound development on slopes aesxof 25%.

Unless otherwise exempt from a Zoning Permit, ndding, structure, or use of land subject to
regulation under this Ordinance shall be permitbedslopes exceeding 25% gradient until
subject to Conditional Use Review and Approval by DRB. The DRB in rendering approval
must find that the proposed building, structureyge will not result in unreasonable soil erosion,
or reduction in the capacity of the land to holdevao that a dangerous or unhealthy condition
may result. To help satisfy this requirement, aggits shall provide an erosion control plan and
agree to adhere to it.

SECTION 279.WELLHEAD PROTECTION DISTRICT

For the purposes of maintaining a quality sourceutdlic water to the citizens of Bethel,
accommodating development surrounding the wellhgiaadecting the Town'’s investment in the
water system and implementing the Town’s Sourcéeletion Plan, a Wellhead Protection
District is created.

All land development, except as otherwise may tergted or excluded, within the Wellhead
Protection District, shall be subject to Conditibdae Review to ensure adequate protection of
the resource. In considering an application, th&BRall evaluate the potential impact of the
proposed use on the resource. No Zoning Permit Iskassued unless all approvals required
under this section are first obtained by the Apiic

Due to the relatively high risk of permanent growater contamination, the following uses or
activities are prohibited within the Wellhead Puotien District:

1. commercial storage of liquid petroleum products;
2. commercial salvage yards or junkyards;

3. manufacture, use or storage of toxic chemicalsexkog 50 gallons or 250 pounds of dry
weight;

4. uncontained storage of animal manure;
5. landfills or waste transfer stations; and
6. industrial uses that discharge process waste en-sit

Land development that involves or typically regsinestallation, maintenance, or operation of a
subsurface sewage disposal system shall not batpeimanless the Board first determines that
the facility will not adversely affect groundwatguality or contaminate Bethel’s public water
supplies. To the extent necessary, the Applicantibearequired to provide testimony from a
qualified hydrologist documenting that the intendiedelopment has been planned or
engineered so as not result in a high risk of gdewater and surface water pollution.
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ARTICLE 3: REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL DISTRICTS

SECTION 310. REQUIRED FRONTAGE ON, OR ACCESSTO, PUBLIC ROADS OR PUBLIC WATERS

No land development may be permitted on lots whiohnot either have frontage on a public
road or public waters or, with the approval of DBB access to such a road or waters by a
permanent easement or right of way at least twitiy feet in width.

SeECTION 311. RROTECTION OF HOME OCCUPATIONS

Nothing in this Ordinance shall infringe upon tiight of anyresident to use a minor portion of a
dwelling for an occupation which is customary igidential areas and which does not have an
undue adverse impact ¢me character thereof, and which meets the follgvgtandards:

1. The home occupation shall be carried on by ressdehthe premises, employing not more
than two (2) persons not living on the premises;

2. The home occupation shall be carried on withingihecipal or accessory structures;

3. Exterior signs or displays other than those nowynp#rmitted in the district or exterior
storage of material shall not be permitted;

4. Obnoxious or excessive noise, smoke, vibrationt, djlare, odors, electrical interference,
or heat that is detectable at the boundaries dbtiseness shall not be generated;

5. Adequate parking shall be provided off-street.

SECTION 312. HERFORMANCE STANDARDS

No land or structure in any district shall be usgdoccupied in any manner so as to create
dangerous, injurious, noxious or otherwise objeaime conditions which do or might adversely
affect the reasonable use of the surrounding areajoining properties. The following specific
standards are set forth to implement this purpoSke burden of showing that the following
standards are met shall be on the applicant foorang Permit. These standards shall apply at
the property line.

1. Noise: No noise or vibration is permitted whichrisompatible with the reasonable use of
the surrounding area.

2. Air Pollution: No emission, including odor, smokemes and dust is permitted which
could cause damage to health, animals, vegetatiother forms of property.

3. Glare, Lights, Reflection: No lighting shall berpgtted which is a nuisance to others or
which could impair the vision of any motor vehicla, which is detrimental to public
health, safety or welfare.

4. No fire nor any storage of explosives, flammabldenals, or other hazardous substances
shall be permitted which might significantly endangersons gproperty.
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SECTION 313. MORE THAN ONE RESIDENCE ON A LOT

If more than one residential structure shall becgdbon any one lot, such structure shall be
located so that it and any structure accessornydould be set off as a separate lot conforming to
all the applicable provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 314. MuLTIPLE USEOF LOTS
A combination of principal uses on a lot is pergttprovided:

1. The lotis large enough to meet the area standdirtie most intensive use, and
2. Setback requirements and all other applicable staisdare met for all uses.

Examples of combined uses are an apartment oveara ar a single-family residence on the
same lot as a multi-family dwelling.

SECTION 315. DVISION OF LOTS

No lot shall be divided into two or more lots urdesach resulting lot conforms to all applicable
provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 316. REDUCTION OF LOT AREA

No lot shall be so reduced in area that the araalsy lot width, frontage or other requirements
of this Ordinance do not comply with the minimurarstards prescribed for each district.

SECTION 317. LOTS IN TWO ZONING DISTRICTS

Where a district boundary line divides a lot of ot at thetime such line is adopted, the
regulations for the less restricted part of sudtshall extend not more than thirty (30) feet into
the more restricted part, provided the lot hastige on a street in the less restricted district.

SECTION 318. TEMPORARY USES ANDSTRUCTURES

Temporary permits may be issued by the Administea@fficer for a period not exceeding one
(1) year for non-conforming us@scidental to construction projects, provided spenmits are
conditioned upon agreement by the owner to rembeestructure or terminate the use upon
expiration of the permit. Such permits may be vegtupon application for an additional period
not exceeding one (1) year. Any temporary permislving extraction of soil, sand, or gravel
are subject to all requirements of Section 32hefRBethel Zoning Ordinance.

SECTION 319. TRAVEL TRAILERS

No travel trailer shall be parked in the Town oftlie® except in accordance with the following
regulations:

1. A travel trailer may be parked and used as livingrtgrs at a trailer camp which meets
state standards.

2. A travel trailer may not be located on a premise ased as living quarters unless written
permission has been obtained from the landownearch $ermission shall authorize the
location and occupancy of a travel trailer onlyablyonafide non-paying guest.

3. No travel trailer shall be used as living quarfersmore than twenty-one (21) days during
a calendar year unless a permit has been obtain€de DRB may authorize the
Administrative Officer to issue such a permit, foperiod not to exceed ninety (90) days in
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a calendar year if the DRB determines that such wseld not adversely affect the
character of the area in which it would be located.

4. The owner of a travel trailer may park it on hisroproperty. A trailer so parked shall not
be used as living quarters and shall not be hoaketd any utilities.

5. At atravel trailer sales lot.

SECTION 320. ABANDONMENT OF STRUCTURES

Within one (1) year after work on an excavation &building has begun, or within six (6)
months after any building or structure has colldp$®en destroyed, demolished or abandoned,
the DRB, after a public hearing, may require thenemto remove all structural materials from
the site, fill to grade any remaining excavationd acreen or landscape the property.

SECTION 321. EXTRACTION OF SOIL, MINERALS, SAND OR GRAVEL

Any soil, mineral, sand or gravel excavation orgassing operation, expansion of any such
existing operation, and resumption of an inactiperation is a prohibited use in all districts
unless a Zoning Permit has been issued. For aelgm@it; "expansion” shall include any
substantial increase in the rate of gravel remdxaa the pit, or any use of a lateral area which
was not previously part of an existing operatidio Zoning Permit under this section shall be
issued until: an application has been filed with &dministrative Officer containing information
set out below; Conditional Use Approval has beeantgd by the DRB based on criteria set out
below; and a Site Plan, including a plan for thieat®litation of the site, has been approved by
the DRB.

Application for Approval : Applicants shall provide the following information:
1. Proof of notification of abutting landowners to thject.

2. Site Plan showing the existing topography based carrent survey showing twenty-foot
contour intervals. Elevation should be related 83% data.

3. Excavation Plan showing the breadth, depth andestdphe proposed excavation, and any
existing excavations.

4. On the Site Plan or Excavation Plan the locatiotheffollowing must be indicated:
a.) wooded and heavily vegetated areas
b.) existing buildings and structures
c.) wells
d.) septic systems
e.) utilities and the like
f.) public roads and rights-of way showingdth and length
g.) easements on or below the ground
h.) surface drainage patterns including wetlands, stseand standing water

I.) any existing and proposed access roads includid¢ghvend surface materials, parking
areas, fencing, berms, buffer, and visual barriers
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J.) a log of soil borings taken to the depth of thepmsed excavation (the number of
borings taken will vary with the size and geologiwake-up of the site)

k.) all measures to control erosion, sedimentation.ekvabllution, air pollution, noise
pollution and hazard® human health, safety and welfare.

5. Applicant shall submit a Reclamation Plan thatudels the following:
a.) all boundaries of the area proposed for restoration
b.) final topography of the area proposed for restorati

c.) final surface drainage patterns, including the tieceand physical characteristics of all
artificial and/or modified drainage facilities

d.) schedule of restoration activities including segdimxtures, cover vegetation, fertilizer
types and depth of top soill

e.) subsequent use of the site, if known or anticipated
f.) seal and signature of an engineer registered it of Vermont

6. Operating information describing the proposed meshaf operation indicating the type of
equipment to be used and duration of the propostdtees.

7. Transportation information showing:
a.) type and weight of motor vehicles involved.
b.) routes to be utilized
c.) proposed number of trucks per day at peak operation

The burden of proof shall be on the applicant towslthe proposed operations may be
feasibly undertaken without violating the standaessablished under this section and
without substantial damage or hazard to the pwblio adjoining properties.

Criteria for Approval : In considering an application for Conditional Uggproval under this
section the DRB may apply the following specifiarglards in addition to other conditional
use standards as specified in Section 601 of trdm@nce:

1. Operating Standards:

a) Hours of operation will be limited to Monddyaugh Saturday from 6:30 a.m. until 5:30
p.m. Operations will be prohibited on federal ldgalidays. Exceptions to this rule may be
granted by the DRB and on demonstration by theiegml that the increase in activity will
not materially or adversely affect the charactethefimmediate area, neighboring land uses,
and traffic in the vicinity. In case of an emerggnthe Town Manager or Select Board may
change hours of operation.

b) Setback requirements shall be fifty (50) feetrfrany roadway and two hundred (200) feet
from any adjoining property.

c) If depth of the excavation exceeds fifteen {E&}t and temporary slopes will exceed 1:1 in
grade, a berm or fence shall be required to watheotlanger and limit access.

d) There shall be no accumulation of freestandiradew within the excavation area for
prolonged periods.
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a.) A sufficient amount of topsoil, stripped from thecavation area, shall be stockpiled for
use in the subsequent restoration of the site. tdpsoil shall be removed from
agricultural land.

b.) All vehicles transporting excavated material shalldressed to prevent dust and spillage
when loaded.

c.) All temporary structures shall be removed withiirtth (30) days after the operation
ceases.

d.) All equipment shall be furnished with noise muffjiequipment. During operating hours

noise measured at the closest abutting property dind/or public roadway shall not
exceed 80db.

e.) The traffic generated by the proposed project shatllhave a significant adverse impact
on the area through which it travels.

Site Reclamation Standards

1. No slope in soil material shall be left in a grateeper than 2: 1 (Run: Rise). No slope in
soil material on agricultural land shall be leftargrade steeper than 3:1.

2. All debris, stumps, boulders, etc. shall be disdasiein a manner acceptable to the Town
Manager.

3. Ground levels and grades shall be restored as showme approved restoration plan.

4. The rehabilitation site must be compatible with ¢tharacter of the natural landscape in the
vicinity of the site.

5. Implementation of rehabilitation activities sha# lbn a continuing basis commencing as
soon as practical when extraction activities hagenbcompleted. In no event shall an
excavation site exceed ten (10) acres without camemg rehabilitation activities.

6. Stormwater runoff, erosion and sedimentation follmywrehabilitation shall be controlled
by the applicant to prevent erosion debris androlin@se material from filling drainage
courses, streets, or private property. All pravisi to control natural drainage water shall
meet with the approval of the Administrative Offiax the DRB.

Performance Bond Before an application can be approved underS3kistion, a performance
bond shall be secured from the applicant, in anumhgufficient to ensure that upon
completion of the extraction activities, the sitdl e left in a condition consistent with the
approved reclamation plan. The bond must be faraaunt sufficient to cover the cost of
rehabilitating all disturbed areas, and this amowmaly be adjusted periodically by the
DRB.

SECTION 322. ON-SITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL

No Zoning Permit under this Ordinance shall be adstor land development involving the
alteration, expansion or installation of sewag@atsl systems until the applicant has adequately
demonstrated that such proposed system is in cangdiwith town and state water supply and
wastewater standards. This may be accomplishedewthe applicant has obtained a permit
under the Bethel Board of Health Regulations peiragito Individual Sewage Disposal Systems
or a Water Supply or Wastewater Permit from thenvnt Agency of Natural Resources.
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SECTION 323. QUTDOOR SIGNS

Purpose Unplanned outdoor signs are detrimental to th@isaesources of Bethel considered
vital to the community’s economic growth and socuature, are hazardous to highway uses, and
can adversely affect property values. For thessores it is the purpose of this section to
regulate the size, type, number, and location td@ar signs in the Town.

Signs Requiring a PermitExcept for signs necessary for public safety anddtsigns exempted
under this section, no person shall construct,tediplay, or change the location or size of an
outdoor sign without first obtaining a Zoning Perfmom the Administrative Officer.

Exempt SignsThe following signs are not regulated under thigi@ance and do not require a
Zoning Permit.

1. On premise non-illuminated signs on a lot, whiajnsshall not exceed two square feet
per side whose sole purpose is to provide directimstruction, or convenience to the
public. (e.g. signs identifying restrooms, freightrances, parking areas, etc.).

2. Temporary signs, being those signs that announterdievents such as retail store sales,
garage sales, auctions, church fairs, blood balikatimns and polling places, provided
that such sign does not exceed 12 square feetaerasid is not displayed for a period not
to exceed 10 days.

3. Real estate signs, being those signs that annqaroperty for sale, provided that there is
no more than one sign per lot and that such sigs dot exceed 4 square feet in area.

4. Contractor signs, being those signs that annouhat & firm is actively engaged in
construction on the property, provided that sugm siloes not exceed 12 square feet in
area and displayed for a period not beyond the tioméng which construction is being
pursued.

5. Open/Closed signs or banners provided that no rii@e one such sign or banner is
located on the lot or per establishment and doesxueed 12 square feet in area.

6. National or State flags or insignia.
7. No trespassing or posted land signs.

General Requirements for All Outdoor Signs

1. All signs, unless official state or town highwasgftrc control or informational signs,
shall be located outside of road right-of-way, ssletherwise approved by the
Vermont Agency of Transportation or the Town of ligst

2. No sign shall be placed so as to prevent cleauantstructed views of official signs.

llluminated signs shall be lighted so as not talivected at neighboring properties or
public ways. The intensity of lighting shall not e bright as to adversely affect the
neighborhood and users of motor vehicles.
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4. No sign shall be erected off-premises or not onlthevhere the activity served by
the sign is located.

5. No sign shall be illuminated by a neon, flashingaving, or intermittent generated
light.

No sign attached to a building shall extend abbeeroof line more than 4 feet.
The height of a free-standing sign shall not beentban 18 feet above grade level.
All signs shall be well-constructed and maintaimmedood repair.

© ® N O

No sign shall be erected, attached, or maiathupon any tree or drawn or painted
on any rock or other natural feature or ugow utility pole or town sign post.

Commercial Signs

1. All signs shall be set back at least one-half ef tbquired setback distance for
buildings or equal to the existing setback, if thelding is a non-complying
structure.

2. Projecting signs shall be at least 8 feet abovegtbend level and not project
more than one-half the width of a public walkway.

3. There shall be no more than two affixed, projectiogfreestanding signs per
establishment.

4. Sign area maximum per lot shall be determined bytiphying the building
front width in feet times .8 feet and shall not exd the following limits for the
district in which it is located;

Village Business District 32 square feet
Village Commercial District 32 square feet
Village Industrial District 32 square feet
Village Residential District 15 square feet
Highway Commercial District 45 square feet
Highway Residential District 45 square feet
East Bethel Village District 32 square feet
Medium Density District 24 square feet
Rural Development District 24 square feet
Resource Conservation District 15 square feet

5. Multiple Businesses on one lot shall not exceedcawthe maximum for the
District.
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Home Occupation Signs

Home occupations may have one sign not to excesegidre feet in size. Two home occupations
within the same dwelling may have a total sign ar@amore than 6 square feet.

SECTION 324. $ECIAL PuBLIC USEEXCEPTIONS

The following uses may be regulated only with respe location, size, height, building bulk,

yards, courts, setbacks, density of buildings, stifitet parking, loading facilities, noise,

lighting, landscaping, and screening requiremesmsl, only to the extent that regulations do
not have the effect of interfering with the inteddaenctional use:

(1) State- or community-owned and operated irtsbitg and facilities.

(2) Public and private schools and other educatiamstitutions certified by the state
department of education.

(3) Churches and other places of worship, conyamid parish houses.
(4) Public and private hospitals.
(5) Regional solid waste management facilitiesifoed under 10 V.S.A. Chapter 159.

(6) Hazardous waste management facilities for Wwiamotice of intent to construct has
been received under 10 V.S.A. s 6606a.

SECTION 325PONDS ORIMPOUNDMENTS

No pond or impoundment capable of holding less 8&000 cubic feet of water shall be
constructed, enlarged, reconstructed or otherwikaged unless approval has been granted by
the Administrative Officer. No pond or impoundmeapable of holding more than 35,000 cubic
feet of water shall be constructed, enlarged, reitoated, or otherwise enlarged unless approval
has been granted by the DRB. In rendering apprtvalDRB shall find that the proposed design
and construction plans meets acceptable enginestamglards and practices as certified by a
Vermont licensed engineer. Applications for permshall include information regarding the
location and dimension of the structure, approxévsate in cubic feet, and operational
procedures.

Any pond or impoundment shall meet with the setldistances for the district in which it is
located and not interfere with drainage from towghkvays.
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SECTION 326.WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

A. Scope:

Wireless telecommunication facilities shall inclualbewireless telecommunication providers,
licensed and/or regulated by the Federal Commuom@aCommission, and associated
equipment and buildings.

B. Purpose:

1. The purpose of this section is to preserve theagtar and appearance of the Town while
facilitating the provision of adequate wirelesgtelmmunications services to residents
and businesses.

2. Accordingly, this section shall:

a. protect the Town'’s scenic, historic, cultural, &estc, and natural resources;

b. minimize the undue adverse visual effects of toveeis other facilities by providing
standards and requirements for the operationgsitiesign, appearance, construction,
monitoring, modification, and removal of wireleséecommunications facilities and
towers;

c. minimize tower and antenna proliferation by reqgrthe sharing of existing
telecommunications facilities, towers and sites tpossible and appropriate;

d. require the location of towers and antennas away Bensitive natural areas or
highly scenic areas.

C. Authority:

1. Pursuant to 24 VSA Section 4401 et seq., the Devedmt Review Board (DRB) is
authorized to review, approve, conditionally apgrcand deny applications for wireless
telecommunications facilities.

2. Pursuant to 24 VSA Section 4407, the DRB is augearito hire qualified persons to
conduct independent technical review of applicatiand to require the applicant to pay
all reasonable costs thereof.

D. Exemptions:

1. The following wireless telecommunications faciktiare exempt from this section
provided the height of such facility does not exteenty (20) feet. If the facility
exceeds a net increase of twenty (20) feet, a @ondl Use Permit is required:

a. amateur radio tower;

b. citizens band radio;

C. receiving antenna;

d. police, fire, ambulance, and other emergency dispat

e. single use local business radio dispatch;

f. repeaters.
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2. No other wireless telecommunications facility shelconsidered exempt from this
Ordinance for any reason whether or not said fgagiproposed to share a facility or
other structure with such exempt uses.

E. Permitted and Prohibited Locations:

1. Wireless telecommunications towers or facilities afy kind may be permitted as
conditional uses in all but the following distriaslocations:

a. Flood Hazard Area district;
b. property listed or eligible for listing on the FedeHistoric Register unless
predominantly located within an existing buildingstructure.

2. Freestanding telecommunications towers or antesimaisid not be located:
a. closer than 200 feet to a river, perennial stredasjgnated wetland, any known
archeological site or the habitat of any StatetidRare or Endangered Species;
b. within 500 feet from any National Historic Regisi@istrict or Site or property
eligible to be listed on the National Historic Regr.

F. Approval Process:

1. Applicant/Agent:

a. An applicant for a permit must provide a copy ofexecuted contract to provide land
or facilities to such an entity to the AdministvaiOfficer at the time that an
application is submitted.

b. A permit shall not be granted for a tower or fagito be built on speculation.

2. Conditional Use and Site Plan Approval:

a. Any construction, alteration, modification (incladiinstallation of antennas for new
uses), or installation of wireless telecommunia&itacilities not exempted, whether
new (not collocated) or collocated, must first bei@ewed under the requirements of
this Section by the DRB as a Conditional Use piaathe issuance of a Zoning Permit
by the Administrative Officer.

b. The DRB shall have the authority to impose condgioonsistent with the purposes
of this Section in approving a proposed facility.

c. The DRB may suggest exploration of alternative tioce for the tower to be
evaluated by the applicant if it is determined thatproposed location would result
in significant adverse aesthetic impacts.

3. Conditional Use Review — Collocation Requirenms:

a. An application for a new wireless telecommunicadidacility shall not be approved
unless the DRB finds that the new facility cannelscommodated on an existing or
approved tower or structure due to one of the ¥alg reasons, as documented by a
gualified engineer licensed to practice in Vermont:

(1) the proposed antennas and equipment would exceesdrtictural or spatial
capacity of the existing or approved tower or iagil
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(2) an existing or approved tower cannot be reinforosatjified, or replaced to
accommodate planned or equivalent equipment, @sonable cost, to provide
coverage and capacity comparable to that of theqmed facility;

(3) the proposed antennas and equipment would causefraguency interference
(RFI) materially impacting the usefulness of otaristing or permitted
equipment at the existing or approved tower oiitg@nd such interference
cannot be mitigated at a reasonable cost;

(4) the proposed antennas and equipment, either afdiwge&ther with existing
facilities, equipment, or antennas would createessive radio frequency
radiation (RFR) in violation of federal standardsequirements;

(5) existing structures cannot accommodate, or be neddp modified to
accommodate, the planned equipment at a heighssageto function reasonably
or are too far from the area of needed coverafeniction reasonably;

(6) aesthetic reasons make it unreasonable to locat@dnned equipment upon an
existing or approved tower or building.

b. New wireless telecommunications facilities shaldesigned structurally,
electrically, and in all other respects to accomateduture placement of antennas
upon the tower and to accept additional antennasited at varying heights when
overall permitted height allows.

3. Conditional Use — Design Criteria:

a. Prior to granting Conditional Use approval, the D&l make affirmative findings
for each of the following criteria in addition toet other applicable provisions set
forth in this section and Section 601 (Conditiodaks):

(1) Height / Mass:

(a) The height/mass of facilities shall not exceed Wiaith is essential for the
intended use, that which protects the public satatyg that which preserves
the scenic character and appearance of the area.

(b) The height limit for towers, antennas and toweated fixtures shall not
exceed twenty (20) feet above the average heigtiedtree line within one
hundred fifty (150) feet of the base of the fagilit

(c) Notwithstanding the above, an additional heighttoaxceed twenty (20) feet
may be approved upon a finding by the DRB as ffaheconditional use
review, that the additional height is necessaryrder to provide adequate
coverage, or to accomplish collocation, and thatatiditional height will not
have a significant adverse visual impact on thaiscgharacter or appearance
of the area.

(d) In the event that an existing structure other thavireless telecommunica-
tions tower (e.g., silo) is proposed as the moantHe facility, the height of
that structure shall not be increased by more thar10) feet above the
highest point of a flat or mansard roof —or- te@)(feet above the midpoint of
other roofs unless the facility is completely caaled (e.g., in a chimney,
steeple, flagpole). The increase in height of thecture shall be in scale and
proportionality to the structure as originally cigired.

(2) Color / Materials / Glare: Towers, antennas, andratessary support buildings
or structures shall be designed to blend into tineosnding environment.
(3) Lighting / Marking:
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(a) Unless required by the Federal Aviation Administnat(FAA), no lighting of
towers is permitted;

(b) In any case where the tower is determined to nbstiuxction marking or
lighting, the applicant must demonstrate that & bawill request the least
visually obtrusive marking and/or lighting schemd=AA applications;

(c) Copies of required FAA applications shall be subsditoy the applicant;

(d) To eliminate the need for lighting, heights mayéauced or another location
selected;

(e) Emergency, safety, or security lighting may beized when people are on
site, but limited to lighting that is directed dowerd towards the facility,
shielded and away from neighboring properties saith lighting shall be
extinguished when no one is present.

(4) Signage:
(a) No commercial signs or lettering shall be placegaower or facility;
(b) Signage shall be limited to that required by feteratate regulation.
(5) Screening:

(a) All facilities shall be designed to blend into th@&rounding environment
through the use of existing vegetation, landscapimdjscreening, the use of
compatible materials and colors, or other camouiagechniques.
® Such screening shall be protected by a landscegseresnt or be

within the area of the provider’s lease;

(i) The easement or lease shall specify that the wibkm the setback
shall be maintained and shall not be removed ombed, unless dead
or dying and present a hazard to persons or prgpmrapproval is
granted by the DRB.

b. Aesthetic Impact:

(1) Towers, antennas, and any necessary support seagciacluding utility or
service lines, shall be designed and located teeptedisruption to the scenic
character or beauty of the area and to avoid crgatdue adverse aesthetic
impact on prominent ridgelines, hilltops, trailgew corridors.

(2) In determining whether a facility’s aesthetic impaould be unduly adverse, the
DRB will consider:

(a) the amount of time and the time of year during \Wwtitee proposed facility
would be viewed by the traveling public on a pullighway, public trail, or
public water body;

(b) the frequency of the view experienced by the tiaggbublic;

(c) the degree to which the proposed facility is sceeldny existing vegetation,
the topography of the land, and existing structures

(d) background features in the line of sight, fromaagles of view, to the
proposed facility that obscure the facility or matkenore conspicuous;

(e) the distance of the proposed facility from key z@at points and the
proportion of the facility that will be visible atse the skyline or tree line;

() the sensitivity or unique value of a particularwiaffected by the proposed
tower;

(g) the number of travelers and residents of Bethelraghboring towns who
will be affected by the alteration to the sceniaretter of the area.
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4. Site Plan Criteria: The following shall be reviewed in addition to mmentioned

Design Criteria and Section 604 (Site Plan Apprpval

a. Setbacks:

(1) All towers, buildings and structures accessory tioveer (except for electric
power poles where specifically exempted by the DRRI:
(a) meet the minimum setback requirements of the uyiderlZoning District —
or-
(b) be set back one hundred five percent (105%) dfdatght from all property
lines, whichever is greater.
(2) the 105% setback may be satisfied by includingatieas outside the property
boundaries if secured by an easement;
(3) the easement shall be shown in site plans ancthestof the easement shall be
provided as part of the application materials.

b. Fencing: Where deemed necessary by the DRB, avi@less telecommunications
facility shall be fenced to discourage trespass.

c. Access Roads and above Ground Facilities: Wheredhstruction of new wireless
telecommunications towers and facilities requir@sstruction of or improvement to
access roads, to the extent practicable, roadsfehalv the contour of the land, and
be constructed or improved within forest or fofesige areas, and not in open fields.

G. Application Requirements: In addition to Section 600 (Zoning Permit Requieens), the
applicant shall provide the following:

1. Applicant / Agent:

a. The name and address of the applicant, the reaabivners and any agents of the
landowners or applicants as well as an applicaatstered agent and registered
office.

b. If the applicant is not a person, the name andess$dof the business and the state in
which it is incorporated and has its principal céfishall be provided.

2. Contact: The name(s), address(es), fax/telephone numbdreraail addresses of the
persons authorized to act in the event of an emeygeegarding the structure or safety of
the facility.

3. Abutters:
a. the names and addresses of the record ownersaifwting property.
b. If the proposed facility might be visible frgmarcels in a neighboring community, the
names and addresses of the neighboring Planningr@sion and Regional Planning
Commission must also be provided.

4. Location Map: Using the most recent United States Geological&SuQuadrangle
map, show the area within a three mile radius eftoposed facility site: indicate
facility location, property lines of facility pargeand all easements / rights-of-way
needed for access from a public way to the facility

5. Vicinity Map: Show the surrounding area within a 2,500-footusidf the facility site,
including the facility or tower, topography, pubéiad private roads and driveways,
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buildings and structures, water bodies, wetlaratgjdcape features, historic sites, and
habitats for endangered species.

6. Site Plan: Drawn to a scale no smaller than one (1) inclabsjifty (50) feet,
indicating:
a. the approximate average height of existing vegmtatiithin 200 feet of the facility
base, and
b. all proposed improvements including landscapinigjtyutines, guy wires, screening
and roads.

7. Elevations: Showing all facades and indicating all exteri@temials and color of
towers, buildings and associated facilities.

8. Computer-generated Photo Simulations:
a. show the proposed facility from all public rightsveay and any adjacent property
from which it may be visible.
b. each photo must be labeled with the line of sigitt @evation, and have the date
taken imprinted on the photograph.
c. photos must show the color of the facility and roetbf screening.

9. Sequence and Scheduler completion of each phase of the entire project.
10.Right-of-way and Easement Agreementsf applicable.

11.Report: a report prepared by qualified engineers that:
a. Describes the facility height, design and elevat|8tructural Engineer]

b. Documents the height above grade for all proposadmmg positions for antennas
to be collocated on a wireless telecommunication®r or facility and the minimum
separation distances between antennas. [Radio é&meqRF) Engineer]

c. Describes the tower’s proposed capacity, includiegnumber, height, and type(s) of
antennas the tower is expected to accommodatec|8tal Engineer]

d. Demonstrates that existing wireless telecommurdoatsites and structures, or other
structures proposed by the applicant within fiveriles of the proposed site cannot
reasonably provide adequate coverage and adecquadeity. The documentation
shall include, for each facility site or proposée svithin such radius, the exact
location, ground elevation, height of tower or stane, and sufficient additional data
to allow an independent reviewer to verify thatasttocations will not be suitable.

e. Demonstrates that the applicant has analyzed #sgbiéty of using ‘repeaters’ or
microcells in conjunction with all facility sitessted to provide coverage to the
intended service area.

f. Describes potential changes to those existingitiasilor sites in their current state
that would enable them to provide adequate coverage
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g. Describes the output frequency, number of chaneetgpr orientation, and power
output per channel, as appropriate for each prapastnna.

h. Includes a written explanation for use of the pamabfacility, including reasons for
seeking capacity in excess of immediate needgpplieable, as well as plans for
additional development and coverage within the Town

i. Demonstrates the tower’s compliance with curreetiobnic Industries Association/
Telecommunications Industries Association (EIA/TEZ92 Revision Standard
entitled ‘Structural Standards for Steel Antennav&s and Antenna Supporting
Structures.’

J. Provides assurance that at the proposed site iieant will establish and maintain
compliance with all FCC rules and regulations, ipatarly with respect to radio
frequency exposure. The Town may hire indepenéegineers to perform
evaluations of compliance with the FCC regulati@tandards and requirements on
an annual basis at unannounced times, at the appiexpense. [24 V.S.A.4407]

k. Includes the structural engineers’ stamp and negish numbers and credentials of
radio frequency engineers.

[. Includes a Letter of Intent committing the facildywner and his or her successors to
permit shared use of the facility if the additionakr agrees to meet reasonable terms
and conditions for shared use.

m. For a facility to be installed on an existing sture, a copy of the applicant’s
executed contract with the owner of the existimgcttire (to be provided to the
Administrative Officer at the time an applicatiesubmitted).

n. To the extent required by the National EnvironmeRtdicy Act (NEPA) as
administered by the FCC, a complete Environmensse&sment (EA) draft or final
report describing the probable impacts of the psepdacility.

0. Copy of the application or draft application for&ct 250 permit, if applicable.
p. Any other information considered necessary by tRBDo evaluate the request.

12. Expense ReimbursementNo permit for a wireless telecommunications liacshall be
issued prior to reimbursement to the Town for afienses relating to an application
(including but not limited to, independenthaical review, legal transcription fees).

H. Facility Removal: Abandoned, unused, obsolete, or non-complianttiasilshall be
removed as follows:

1. Declaration of Use:
a. The owner of a facility shall annually, by Januaby file a declaration with the
Administrative Officer certifying the continuingfgsoperation of every facility
installed subject to these regulations.
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b. Failure to file a declaration shall mean that thality is no longer in use and
considered abandoned.

2. Removal:

a. Facilities which are constructed in violation ofipé conditions or application
representations and facilities deemed to be abawlonunused shall be removed
within 180 days of cessation of operations at tteelsiless a time extension is
approved by the DRB.

b. In the event the tower or facility is not removeihmn 180 days of the cessation of
operations at a site, the Town shall notify the emend may remove the tower or
facilities.

c. Costs of removal shall be assessed against thatpeshor land owners.

d. Applicant shall, as a condition of the Conditiokksle approval, provide a financial
surety bond payable to the Town and acceptableet®@RB to cover the cost of
removal of the facility and remediation of the laodpe.

I. Maintenance Requirements:

1. The permitees shall maintain all facilities. ktanance shall include, but not be limited
to, painting, structural integrity, and landscapin

2. Inthe event the permitees fail to maintainfdlity, the Town may undertake such
maintenance at the expense of the permitees dovamers.

J. Insurance Requirements:

1. The facility owner/permitees shall maintain adse liability insurance on all facilities.
2. In no event shall such liability insuranceldss than five million dollars.

K. Consultant Fee:In addition to application / review fees, the Appht shall be charged the
reasonable cost of independent technical asses@nigraiurred during the review and
permitting process.

Definitions Related To Wireless Communications Fatties

Adequate Capacity - Capacity for wireless telephony is considered to'ddequate” if the
grade of service ("GOS") is p.05 or better for naedieletraffic levels offered during the
typical busy hour, as assessed by direct measuteshéime facility in question. The GOS
shall be determined by the use of standard Erlar@glBulations. As call blocking may
occur in either the land line or radio portionsaolireless network, Adequate Capacity for
this regulation shall apply only to the capacitytiogé radio components. Where capacity
must be determined prior to the installation of ffersonal wireless services facility in
question, Adequate Capacity shall be determinetherbasis of a 20% busy hour (20% of
all offered traffic occurring within the busiesturoof the day), with total daily traffic based
on aggregate estimates of the expected traffioarcoverage area.

Adequate Coverage -Coverage for wireless telephony is "adequate" witkhat area
surrounding a base station where the predicted easored median field strength of the
transmitted signal is such that most of the timemgceivers properly installed and operated
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will be able to communicate with the base statigthout objectionable noise (or excessive
bit-error-rate for digital) and without calls beingropped. In the case of cellular
communications in a rural environment, this woutdabsignal strength of at least -90 dBm.
It is acceptable for there to be holes within tiheaaof adequate coverage as long as the
signal regains its strength further away from theeddstation. The outer boundary of the
area of adequate coverage, however, is that lacptist which the signal does not regain.

Affiliate - When used in relation to an operator, another pendw directly or indirectly owns
or controls, is owned or controlled by, or is undemmon ownership or common control
with the operator, or an operator's principal perdnshareholders, or owners of some other
ownership interest. When used in relation to thmigipality, any agency, board, authority
or political subdivision affiliated with the munpality or other person in which the
municipality has legal or financial interest.

Alternative Design Tower Structure - Atrtificial trees, clock towers, bell steeples, ligioles,
silos and similar alternative-design mounting dutes that camouflage or conceal the
presence of antennas or towers (see also Stedtlityja

Antenna - A device for transmitting and/or receiving electamnetic waves, which is attached
to a tower or other structure.

Antenna Height - The vertical distance measured from the base ofatitenna support
structure at grade to the highest point of thecttine. If the support structure is on a sloped
grade, then the average between the highest aresiayades shall be used in calculating
the antenna height.

Antenna Support Structure - Any pole, telescoping mast, tower tripod, or arnlyeotstructure
that supports a device used in the transmittingaandceiving of electromagnetic waves.

Applicant - A person who applies for a telecommunications ifgcgiting. An applicant can
be the telecommunications service provider with diager's written permission (or other
legally designated representative) or the owneéh@fproperty.

Available Space - The space on a tower or structure to which antenohsa
telecommunications provider are both structurableaand electro magnetically able to be
attached.

Base Station -The primary sending and receiving site in a teleoomications facility
network. More than one base station and/or maxe tine variety of telecommunications
provider can be located on a single tower or sanact

Bulletin 65 - Published by the Federal Communications Commisgle@C) Office of
Engineering and Technology specifying radio fregquyeradiation levels and methods to
determine compliance.

Cell Site - A tract or parcel of land that contains a cellldammunication antenna, its support
structure, accessory building(s), and parking, ax&y include other uses associated with
and ancillary to cellular communications transnassi

Cellular Service - A telecommunications service that permits custontersise wireless,
mobile telephones to connect, via low-power radansmission sites called cell sites, either
to the public switched network or to other mobiduar phones.
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Cellular Telecommunications -A commercial Low Power Mobile Radio Service bandwid
licensed by the FCC to providers in a specific gaphical area in which the radio
frequency spectrum is divided into discrete chasnehich are assigned in groups to
geographic cells within a service area and whig aapable of being reused in different
cells within the service area.

Cellular Telecommunications Facility - Consists of the equipment and structures at a
particular site involved in receiving telecommunica or radio signals from mobile radio
communications sources and transmitting those Egimaa central switching computer
which connects the mobile unit with the land-basdephone lines.

Channel - The segment of the radiation spectrum to or frona@enna that carries one signal.
An antenna may radiate on many channels simultatheou

Collocation - Locating wireless communications equipment from erthian one provider on a
single site.

Common Carrier - An entity licensed by the FCC or a state agenaufiply local and/or long
distance telecommunications services to the gepeldic at established and stated rates.

Communication Equipment Shelter - A structure located at a base station designed
principally to enclose equipment used in connectionth telecommunications
transmissions.

Communication Tower - A guyed, monopole, or self-supporting tower, cansted as a free
standing structure or in association with a buiiother permanent structure or equipment,
containing one or more antennas intended for trahsg and/or receiving television,
AM/FM radio, digital, microwave, cellular, telephenor similar forms of electronic
communication.

Communications Facility - A land facility supporting antennas and/or microwalishes that
sends and/or receives radio frequency signals. nlomtations facilities may include
structures, towers or accessory buildings.

dBm - Unit of measure of the power level of a signal esged in decibels above 1 milliwatt.

Directional Antenna - An antenna or array of antennas designed to coraterd radio signal
in a particular area.

Dish Antenna - A dish-like antenna used to link communicationgssitogether by wireless
transmission of voice or data. Also called microawtenna or microwave dish antenna.

Facility - Facility includes all buildings and structures that are gme=d as part of the
application.

Facility Site - A property, or any part thereof, which is ownedleased by one or more
telecommunications facility(s) and where requirgadscaping is located.

FCC - Federal Communications Commission. The governnsggncy responsible for
regulating telecommunications in the United States.

Frequency - The number of cycles completed each second by ecireimagnetic wave
measured in hertz (Hz).

GHz - Gigahertz. One billion hertz
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Hertz (Hz) - One hertz is the frequency of an electrienagnetic field which reverses polarity
once each second, or one cycle per second.

Location - References to site location shall be the exactilodg and latitude, to the nearest
tenth of a second. Bearing or orientation shouldegierenced to true North.

MHz - Megahertz, or one million hertz.

Micro-Cell - A low power mobile radio service telecommunicatidasility used to provide
increased capacity in high call-demand areas amfmrove coverage in areas of weak
coverage.

Microwave Antenna - A dish-like antenna manufactured in many sizessdragpes used to link
communication sites together by wireless transimissf voice or data.

Monitoring - The measurement, by the use of instruments in itid, fof radio frequency
exposure from telecommunications facilities, towargennas or repeaters.

Monopole - A single self-supporting vertical pole with no gwyre anchors, usually consisting
of a galvanized or other unpainted metal or a woqutge with below grade foundations.

Omnidirectional Antenna - An antenna that is equally effective in all direas and whose
size varies with the frequency and gain for whidk designed.

Permit - Embodies the rights and obligations extended byntheicipality to an operator to
own, construct, maintain, and operate its facikithin the boundaries of the municipality.

Personal Communications Services or PCS DBigital wireless telephone technology using
higher frequency spectrum than cellular.

Personal Wireless Services €ommercial mobile services, unlicensed wirelessharge
access services. These services include: celsgavices, personal communications
services, specialized mobile radio services, amgghgaservices.

Pre-existing Towers and Antennas Any tower or antenna for which a permit has besnad
prior to the effective date of these regulations.

Radiated-Signal Propagation Studies or Coverage R®- Computer generated estimates of
the signal emanating, and prediction of coveraganfantennas or repeaters sited on a
specific tower or structure. The height above gdhypower input and output, frequency
output, type of antenna, antenna gain, topograghthe site and its surroundings are all
taken into account to create these simulationseyHre the primary tools for determining a
need and whether the telecommunications equipméhprevide adequate coverage for
that site.

Repeater - A small receiver/relay transmitter and antenna edatively low power output
designed to provide service to areas which areaftd® to receive adequate coverage
directly from a base or primary station.

Roof and/or Building Mount Facility - A facility in which antennas are mounted to an
existing structure on the roof (including rooftgmpartenances) or a building face.

Self Supporting Tower -A communications tower that is constructed withguy wires.
Spectrum -Relating to any transmissions or reception of etegagnetic waves.
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Stealth Facility - Any communications facility that is designed tortdleinto the surrounding
environment. Examples of stealth facilities maglude architecturally screened roof-
mounted antennas, building-mounted antennas paittteghatch the existing structure,
antennas integrated into architectural elementena structures designed to look like
light poles, and structures designed to resembtaralafeatures such as trees or rock
outcroppings. (See also Alternative Design Towen&ure.)

Structurally Able - The determination that a tower or structure is bépaf carrying the load
imposed by the proposed new antenna(s) under aslor@ble predictable conditions as
determined by professional structural engineerimajyesis.

System -The communications transmission system operatea tejecommunications service
provider in the municipality or region.

Telecommunications Facility - All equipment (including repeaters) and locations o
equipment with which a telecommunications provittansmits and receives the waves
which carry their services. This facility may bieed on one or more towers or structure(s)
owned and permitted by the provider or another ownentity.

Telecommunications Provider - An entity licensed by the FCC to provide
telecommunications services to individuals or instns.

Temporary Wireless Communication Facility - Any tower, pole, antenna, etc., designed for
use while a permanent wireless facility is undenstauction, or for a special event or
conference.

Tower - A vertical structure for antenna(s) that provideedemmunications services.

Whip Antenna - A vertical antenna that normally transmits signals360 degrees. Whip
antennas are typically cylindrical in shape, nar(tegs than 6 inches in diameter) and long
(often measure 18 inches in height or more).

SECTION 327.AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The following provisions are enacted for the pugotencouraging affordable housing while
ensuring compliance with this Ordinance.

1. The DRB is authorized to modify or reduce setbaskadces and frontage requirements
for long-term affordable housing projects upon deteation that the resulting lot
configuration results in retaining or enhancing ¢haracter of the neighborhood. In
rendering its decision, the DRB shall take intosidaration the design and location of
the housing project.

2. Permanent or perpetual affordable housing progre<ligible for an increase in 25%
density above the standard lot area requirementiéaDistrict upon review and
approval by the Board.

3. Mixed use development incorporating affordable iay¢e.g. use of upper stories of
buildings for rental units) shall not be subjectdbarea calculations under this
Ordinance.
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SECTION 328. DETACHED HOUSING

A detached house (e.g. caretaker’s house) on the ka as the principal residence is permitted
provided that the living area does not exceed Kefd@re feet or 50% of the principal residence,
whichever is greater. A detached house shall ngubeivided from the lot containing the
principal residence unless the resulting lots mett area and dimensional standards for the
District. No detached house may be constructedlohunless the lot area exceeds twice the
minimum lot area for the District in which the pripal residence is located.

SECTION 329. RESIDENTIAL CARE AND GROUP HOMES

A residential care or group home serving not mbag $ix persons who are developmentally
disabled or physically handicapped, shall be carsid by right to constitute a single family
residence, provided that no such home shall beddoaithin 1000 feet of another such home.

SECTION 330.ACCESSORYAPARTMENTS

Notwithstanding other requirements of this Ordir@aad pursuant to 24 VSA Section 4406 (4)
(D), accessory apartments shall be enabled inisttiEts where single-family dwellings are
permitted. An accessory apartment shall meet th@xfing requirements:
1. An efficiency or one-bedroom apartment thatésudy subordinate to a single-family
dwelling, and has facilities and provisions forepeéndent living, including sleeping, food
preparation and sanitation;
2. the property has sufficient wastewater capacity;
3. floor space is limited to 30 percent of thakdiabitable floor area of the single family
dwelling and
4. Applicable setback, coverage, and parking requents specified by this Ordinance are
met.

SECTION 331.EQUAL TREATMENT OF HOUSING

This Ordinance shall not have the effect of exeigdinobile homes, modular housing, or other
forms of prefabricated housing, except on the stemes and conditions as conventional housing
is excluded.

SeECTION 332. DAY CARE FACILITIES

A state registered day care facility or licensadifa care home serving six or fewer full-time
and four part-time children shall be consideredibglt to constitute an accessory use to a
dwelling and is exempt from local review. Notwitistling, a certified letter of approval from
the Vermont Agency of Human Services shall be filéith the Administrative Officer.
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A state registered day care facility or licensadifa care home serving more than six full-time
and four part-time children shall require Condidbblse Approval and Site Plan Approval from
the DRB.

A day care facility or family care home is defineader 33 VSA Section 4902 (3) (A).

SECTION 333. AGRICULTURE , FARMING , AND FORESTRY

In accordance with state law (24 VSA Section 448%%, Ordinance shall not restrict accepted
agricultural practices, or accepted silviculturedgiices{See previous Section 230 — ‘Use
Categories’ — for definition of agriculture.]

SECTION 334. DIVISION OF LOTS AND MINOR SUBDIVISONS

The division of any parcel existing on the datadbption of this section into more than two lots
is major subdivision and will require Subdivisiopgyoval by the DRB under the Bethel
Subdivision Regulations.

However, a minor subdivision shall be subject toee& under this Ordinance. A minor
subdivision is the subsequent division of a pagz&dting on the date of adoption of this section
into two parcels or an amendment, revision, or fication to a plat recorded in the Bethel Land
Records which creates no more than one additiobalithin the bounds of the original parcel.
Applicants for a minor subdivision shall file anpdipation with the Zoning Administrator on
forms available from the Town Office. An applicatifor a minor subdivision shall be approved
by the Zoning Administrator upon:

1. Receipt of a completed application form with supipgr documentation from the owner,
including descriptions and locations of any exigton proposed rights-of-way, any
easements, reference to the Book and Page Number{sjhe Town Land Records
describing the parcel involved and a subdivisiom mepicting the boundaries of the
proposed minor subdivision; and

2. Determination that the proposed minor subdivisiaets with the applicable land, area,
and structural requirements for the district inethit is located, and any other applicable
dimensional standards as set forth in this Ordieanc

Issuance of a Zoning Permit shall serve as evidbpdhe Town that the subdivision is in
compliance with this Ordinance. Notwithstandingtwm 90 days of approval by the
Administrator, the applicant/owner shall submit fecording with the Bethel Town Clerk a
minor subdivision map. Such map shall be stampquptéved By the Town of Bethel as a
Minor Subdivision Only.” Furthermore, the date atk approval shall be referenced on the
map. Failure to record such map within the presctiperiod shall invalidate approval of the
minor subdivision.
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SECTION 335. BUFFER STRIPS

In cases where a commercial or industrial use abutsidential district, with the exception of
access points or drives, a buffer strip of landles$ then 10 feet in depth shall be maintained
along the common boundary. The buffer shall be aseldmaintained only as fence or area for
planting trees, shrubs, flowers, or similar prop@nhancements to mitigate undue adverse
visual impacts which would exist between dissimilaes.

ARTICLE 4: NONCONFORMING USES LOTS AND STRUCTURES

SECTION 400. APPLICATION

The following provisions shall apply to all usestsl, and structures existing on the effective date
of this Ordinance or amendments thereto which db gumform to all applicable zoning
requirements or which, in the future, do not confday reason of subsequent amendments to this
Ordinance.

SECTION 401. NONCONFORMING USES

A nonconforming use of land or structures may batiooed indefinitely, subject to the
following limitations:

1. Such use shall not be significantly altered or y@d in any way which would increase its
nonconformity.

2. Such use shall not be changed to another noncoimfgrose without approval by the
DRB, and then only to a use which, in the opiniéthe DRB, is of the same or a more
restricted nature.

3. Such use shall not be re-established if such usdé&an abandoned or discontinued for a
period of one (1) year, or has been changed teglaced by a nonconforming use. Intent
to resume a nonconforming use shall not confegta tbdo so.

4. Shall not be restored for other than a conformisg after damage from any cause, unless
the nonconforming use is reinstated within one ydahe damage; if the restoration of
such building is not completed within one (1) yetire nonconforming use of such
building shall be deemed to have been discontinuddss such nonconforming use is
carried on without interruption in the undamaged p&the building.

SECTION 402. EXISTING SMALL LoOTS

Any lot in individual, non-affiliated, and separaie/nership from surrounding properties and in
existence on the effective date of this Ordinanes e developed in conformance with other
applicable zoning regulations even though the ¢&tsthot meet minimum lot size and dimension
requirements, provided such lot is not less tham eighth (1/8) acre in area with a width or
depth dimension of not less than forty (40) feet.
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If such lot subsequently comes under common owiesith one or more contiguous lots, the
lot shall be deemed merged with the contiguouddothe purposes of this section. However,
such lot shall not be deemed merged and may beatelyaconveyed, if:
1. the lots are conveyed in their pre-existing, nofaoning configuration; and
2. on the effective date of this Ordinance, each &t heen developed with a water
supply and wastewater system; and
3. at the time of the transfer, each water supply aaktewater system is
functioning in an acceptable manner; and
4. deeds of conveyance create appropriate easemebtstiotots for replacement of
one or more wastewater disposal systems in casastewater system fails to
function as defined under 24 V.S.A. Section 44064} (iv).

If subsequent to a separate conveyance as authh@imee, a wastewater system fails, the owner
shall be required to obtain from the Agency of MaklResources, a wastewater permit or a
certification that the system has been modifiedreplaced with the result that it no longer
constitutes a failed system. The owner shall fitwpy of such wastewater permit or certification
with the Administrative Officer.

SECTION 403. NDNCOMPLYING STRUCTURES

A non-complying structure may continue indefinitedubject to the following limitations:

1. Such structure shall not be altered or enlargeédny way which would increase its
nonconformity.

2. Such structure, if damaged or destroyed, shalbeatestored unless such restoration takes
place within one year or unless restoration resaolthe discontinuance of the structure's
nonconformity.

SECTION 404. MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

Nothing in this article shall be deemed to prewtet normal maintenance and repair of a non-
complying structure or a structure containing aaaofiorming use, provided such action does
not increase the nonconformity.
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ARTICLE 5: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 500. APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

The Administrative Officer shall be nominated bye tRPlanning Commission and shall be
appointed by the Select Board for a term of threary. The Administrative Officer shall
administer this Ordinance literally and shall naté the power to permit any land development
which is not in conformance with this OrdinanceheTAdministrative Officer may be removed
for cause at any timey the Select Board after consultation with thenRiag Commission.

SECTION 501. ACTING ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

The Planning Commission may nominate, and the Sekward appoint, an Acting
Administrative Officer who shall have the same dsitand responsibilities as the Administrative
Officer in his or her absence.

SECTION 502. DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
The Administrative Officer shall have the followipgwers and duties:

1. To receive applications for and to issue or dengidg Permits.

2. To promptly refer to the DRB any site plan map augporting data, where site plan
approval is required by Section 605 hereof. Narpieshall be issued until such approval
Is given.

3. To post and give notice of the issuance of Zoniagrits, pursuant to Sub-Section 600(a)
of this Ordinance.

4. To issue Zoning Permits following approval by thBB of conditional use applications,
approval of appeals for variances, or approvalpgfiiaations for development of a steep
slope or approval of applications for development witlairwell head protection area, or
approval of applications for development withid@tl hazard overlay district.

5. To conduct inspections of buildings and uses i lar buildings to determine compliance
with the terms of this Ordinance and with the teans conditions of permits previously
issued. For this purpose, the Administrative @ffishall have the right to enter upon any
premises at any reasonable time.

6. To issue to an offender, notices of violationsto$ tOrdinance pursuant to Section 506 of
this Ordinance.

7. To institute legal proceeding in the name of thevito To collect fines for penalties for
violations of this Ordinance pursuant to Sectiod41df the act; and to prevent or abate any
act, use or condition which violates or threatemwiblate the terms of this Ordinance,
pursuant to Section 4445 of the Act.

8. To maintain at the Bethel Municipal Offices currerécords of the Ordinance,
amendments, the zoning map, all zoning permitspemdiing appeals.

9. To deliver the original or copy of any permits isdu notices of violation, or notice of
permits to the Town Clerk for recording pursuan#oV.S.A. Sections 1154(a). and 4443

().
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SECTION 503. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)

There is hereby established a Development RevieardoThe Select Board shall appoint the
members of said board. The number of memberdesstthan five (5) nor more than nine (9),
and their terms of office, shall be determined Iy $elect Board. Vacancies shall be filled by
the Select Board for any un-expired term and upereixpiration of such terms. Any member of
the DRB may be removed for cause by the Select Bogon written charges and public

hearing.

SECTION 504. POWERS OF THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The DRB shall have the following powers, in additito those specifically provided for
elsewhere in this Ordinance.

1.

To hear and decide appeals where it is allegedahatrror has been committed in any
order, requirement, decision or determination magean Administrative Officer in
connection with the enforcement of this Ordinance.

To hear and grant or deny a request for a variance.

3. To hear and grant or deny a request for Conditithsal Approval.

4. To hear and grant or deny requests for: developwfemisteep slope, development within a

well head protection area, or development withiloed hazard overlay district.

5. Site Plan Approval; and

6. Right-of-way access.

SECTION 505. FRROCEDURES OF THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

1.

The DRB shall elect its own officers and establigles of procedure consistent with this
section and applicable provisions of this Ordinanddl meetings shall be open to the
public. The DRB shall keep minutes of its procegdi showing the vote of each member
upon each question, or if absent or failing to yotdicating this, and shall keep records of
its examinations and other official actions, allvdiich shall be immediately filed in the
Bethel municipal building as a public record. Bwe conduct of any hearing and the taking
of any action, a quorum shall be not less than gnitya of the members of the DRB, and
any action thereof shall be taken by the concug@i@ majority of the full DRB.

. Fees for the filing of notices of appeal and othets shall be set by the Select Board. The

payment of such fees shall be a condition for thledity of such filing or act.

In connection with any proceedings under this Cadoe, the DRB may examine or cause
to be examined any property, maps, books or redoedsing upon matters concerned in
such proceedings; may require the attendance ofpansons having knowledge of the
premises; may take testimony and require proof natéor its information, and may
administer oaths or take acknowledgment in respesuch matters. Any of the powers
herein granted the DRB may be delegated to its ifsgadly authorized agent or
representative.
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SECTION 506. BENFORCEMENT

Penalties Any person who violates this Ordinance shallfibed not more than one hundred
dollars for each offense. No action may be brougitt fine imposed until the alleged
offender has had at least seven (7) days notiaeelyfied mail that a violation exists. An
action may be brought without the seven-day nadiog opportunity to cure if the alleged
offender repeats the violation after the seven-dagice period and within the next
succeeding 12 months. In default of payment o feuch person shall pay double the
amount of such fine. Each day that a violatiorcasitinued shall constitute a separate
offense. All fines collected shall be paid ovethie Town of Bethel.

Remedies The Administrative Officer shall institute inglmame of the Town any appropriate
action, injunction, or other proceeding to preveestrain, correct or abate any land use or
construction that constitutes a violation of thigli@ance.
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ARTICLE 6: PERMITS, VARIANCES, SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN APPROVAL AND
APPEALS

SECTION 600. Z0NING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Applications for Zoning Permits: Application for a Zoning Permit shall be made ariorm
adopted by the Select Board. The applicant shalifg the completed application as
correct. Applications, other than applications uieqg site plan approval, shall be
accompanied by a sketch plan showing the dimesgbthe subject property, the size and
location of existing and proposed buildings, arfteoimprovements, a surveyor's plot plan
of property, if available, and such other inforroatias may be necessary to facilitate the
administration and enforcement of the Ordinancehe Belect Board shall establish a
reasonable fee for a Zoning Permit which must lersited with the application.

Issuance of Permit The Administrative Officer shall not issue a ZugiPermit unless an
application, fee, plot plan and any other approvatsired by this Ordinance have been
properly submitted. The Administrative Officer Bhavithin 30 days of submission of
application, data and approvals, either issue myde Zoning Permit. If denied, the
Administrative Officer shall so notify the applidan writing stating his reasons therefore.
If the Zoning Permit is approved, all activitiestlaorized by its issuance shall be
completed within two (2) years of its date of issoiethe Zoning Permit shall become null
and void and re-application to complete any aaetisitshall be required. Each Zoning
Permit issued under this section shall containaéestent of the period of time within
which an appeal may be taken. Within three (3) dallewing the issuance of a Zoning
Permit, the Administrative Officer shall:

Deliver a copy of the Permit to the Listers of freavn; and

2. Post a copy of the Permit in at least one publez@lin the Town until the expiration of
fifteen (15) days from the date of issuance ofgéenit.

Effective Date of Permit No Zoning Permit shall take effect until the tif@ appeal has
passed or in the event that a notice of appealed properly, such permit shall not take
effect until final adjudication of said appeal.

Failure of Administrative Officer to Act : If the Administrative Officer fails to act witregard
to an application for a permit within thirty (30aygk, a permit shall he deemed issued on
the 31st day.

Permits Applied for During Bylaw Amendment Period: If a public notice for a first public
hearing pursuant to subsection 4442(a) of Titlei4ssued under Chapter 117 by the local
legislative body with respect to the adoption oradment of a bylaw, or an amendment to an
ordinance adopted under prior enabling laws, theiaidtrative officer, for a period of 150 days
following that notice shall review any new applioatfiled after the date of the notice under the
proposed bylaw or amendment and applicable exiftytgws and ordinances. If the new bylaw
or amendment has not been adopted by the conclo$itive 150-day period or if the proposed
bylaw or amendment is rejected, the permit shallré&aewed under existing bylaws and
ordinances. An application that has been denie@magroposed bylaw or amendment that has
been rejected or that has not been adopted witleiri 50-day period shall be reviewed again, at
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no cost, under the existing bylaws and ordinancpsnurequest of the applicant. Any
determination by the administrative officer undbaistsection shall be subject to appeal as
provided in section 4465 of Title 24 Chapter 117.

Recording RequirementsAny Zoning Permit, Notice of Decision for Condit@nUse, Site
Plan, or Variance, Notice of Violation, local Sewaermit, or similar instrument or notice of
same shall be recorded in the Bethel Land Recags@vided for in 24 VSA Section 1154(a).
Such records shall be open to inspection. Withid&g@s following any of the actions referenced
in this section, the Administrative Officer, DRB Board of Health shall deliver a copy of the
respective decision, certificate, or action toTieevn Clerk for recording.

SECTION 601. CONDITIONAL USES

No Zoning Permit shall be issued by the AdministeatOfficer for any use or structure
identified as a conditional use in the districtend the proposed development is to occur until
the DRB grants approval. The DRB will approve gpleation only upon findings that the
proposed conditional use will conform to specigquirements prescribed by this Ordinance and
that it will not unduly adversely impact:

1. The capacity of existing or planned community ftiet;
2. The character of the area in which it would be teda
3. Traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity; and

4. Any by-laws of the Town then in effect.

In the case of proposed commercial developmentishatconditional use, the DRB, in addition
to the above criteria, shall grant approval only fordings that the proposed development
conforms to the above requirements and does net &iawundue adverse effect on:

1. The tax base of the Town or
2. The efficient utilization of existing structuresdapublic services.

In granting such conditional use approval, the DR&y attach such reasonable conditions as it
deems necessary to implement this Ordinance. R §hall hold a public hearing upon public
notice on the application and shall act to appmvdisapprove the application within thirty (30)
days after the final public hearing. Failure toaithin such period shall be deemed approval.

The Administrative Officer shall promptly issue ardng Permit for any conditional use
application approved by the DRB.

SECTION 602. APPEALS

Any action to appeal a decision or act of the Adstiative Officer or the Development Review
Board shall be in accord with the provision of 28A/Sections 4464 —4473. Persons
contemplating an appeal are advised to consuletkestions for precise statutory procedures
and requirements. Below is a general overview pkeapprocedures.

Time of Appeal An interested person may appeal any decisioncbiofithe Administrative
Officer by filing a written notice of appeal withé DRB within 15 days of the date of such
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decision or act. A copy of notice of appeal sha#l boncurrently filed with the
Administrative Officer.

Who May Appeal: For the purposes of this section, interestedqgmesall include:

1. A person owning property who alleges that the bylamposes on the property
unreasonable or inappropriate restrictions of prese potential use under the particular
circumstances of the case;

2. The Town of Bethel or any adjoining municipality;
3. A property owner adjacent to the property whicthis subject of the decision or act;

4. Persons owning property or occupying property ia immediate neighborhood of the
subject property, who can demonstrate a physicaheironmental impact on the person’s
interest under the criteria reviewed, and who alld@t the act or decision if confirmed, is
not in accord with the policies, purposes, or teofnthe bylaw or Town Plan,

5. Any ten persons who may be any combination of woterreal property owners within the
town who, by signed petition to the appropriate rogal panel, allege that any relief
requested by a person under this title, if grantat,not be in accord with the policies,
purposes or terms of the Town Plan or bylaw. Hastion to the appropriate municipal
panel must designate one person to serve as thesespative of the petitioners regarding
all matters related to the appeal.

6. Any State agency with an interest in property wittiie Town of Bethel and the Agency of
Development and Community Affairs.

Hearing on Appeat The DRB shall set a date and place for a puldaring on an appeal which
shall be within sixty (60) days of the filing ofe¢motice of appeal according to the above
procedures.

Decisions on Appeal The DRB shall render its decision, which shadlude findings of fact,
within forty-five (45) days after completing thedrang and shall within that period send to
the appellant, by certified mail, and to all pasta the hearing, a copy of the decision. A
copy of the decision shall be filed with the Adnsinative Officer and the Town Clerk if
the DRB shall be deemed to have rendered a degcisianor of the appellant.

Decision Without Hearing. The DRB may reject an appeal without hearing asnder a
decision, including findings of fact, within tenQ)ldays of the filing of a notice of appeal if
the DRB considers the issues raised by the appéditare been decided in an earlier appeal
based upon substantially or materially the samis fag or on behalf of that appellant.

Appeals From Decisions of the Development Review Bal: An interested person may appeal
a decision of the DRB to the Environmental Boarthimi thirty (30) days.

SECTION 603.VARIANCES

Appeals for Variance Upon appeal under Section 602 of this Ordinaaceariance from any
provisions of this Ordinance may be permitted bgrapal of the DRB after public notice
and public hearing and after a finding that specralinique conditions or circumstances
relating to a particular property exist and thastact or literal enforcement of this
Ordinance would result in unnecessary or undueshgsd
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General Standards for Granting Variances The DRB pursuant to the requirements of the Act
may approve a variance and render a decision iarfa¥ an appellant only if all the
following conditions are found by the DRB to be gt and such finding is specified in its
decision:

1. That there are unique physical circumstances orditons, including irregularity,
narrowness, or shallowness of lot size or shapegxaeptional topographical or other
physical conditions peculiar to the particular pdp, and that the unnecessary hardship is
due to such conditions, and not the circumstancenditions generally created by the
provisions of thigrdinance in the district in which the propertyasated;

2. That because of such physical circumstances oritbmms] there is no possibility that the
property can be developed in strict conformity wttie provisions of this Ordinance and
that the authorization of variance is thereforeessary to enable the reasonable use of the
property;

3. That such unnecessary hardship has not been ci®athdt appellant;

4. That the variance, if authorized, will not altee thssential character of the neighborhood or
district in which the property is located nor saogially or permanently impair the
appropriate use or development of adjacent property be detrimental to the public
welfare; and

5. That the variance, if authorized, will represem thinimum variance that will afford relief
and will represent the least modification possdfléhis ordinance.

Conditions On Approval: In rendering a decision in favor of an appelldn¢ DRB may attach
such conditions to such variances as it may consideessary and appropriate under the
circumstances to implement the purposes of thisnante.

SECTION 604. SITE PLAN APPROVAL

When Site Plan Approval is Required The Administrative Officer shall not issue a Zugi
Permit for any use or structure, except for oneHfanand two-family dwellings,
agricultural uses and accessory uses, until the BRBts site plan approval.

Application for Site Plan Approval: Every applicant for a Zoning Permit for a uséyestthan
those specifically excluded above, shall subnuhglwith the permit application two sets
of the site plan maps and supporting data which stdude the following information:

1. Name and address of the owner of record, and te 1fg) and address (s) of the owner (s)
of adjoining lands. Name and address of persofirmor preparing map. Scale of map,
north point and date.

2. Survey of property showing existing features, idahg contours, structures, large trees,
streets, utility easements, rights of way, landars# deed restrictions.

3. Site plan showing proposed structure locations lamd use areas; streets, driveways,
traffic circulation, parking and loading spaces getlestrian walks; landscaping plans,
including site grading, landscape design and sargen

4. Construction sequence and time schedule for compleif each phase for buildings,
parking spaces and landscaped areas of the eatietogpyment.
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Standards for Approval of Site Plan The DRB shall review the site plan map and suipgpr
data before approval, approval with stated conditi@r disapproval is given and shall take
into consideration only the following objectives:

1. Maximum safety of vehicular circulation between $ite and the street network. Particular
consideration shall be given to visibility at irgections, to traffic flow and control, to
pedestrian safety and convenience, and to access@of an emergency,

2. Adequacy of circulation, parking and loading fa®k. Particular consideration shall be
given to the items in (1) above and effect of nogdare, or odors on adjoining properties.
Refuse and service areas should be included irctmsideration.

3. Adequacy of landscaping, screening and setbackis meigard to achieving maximum
compatibility with and providing protection to adgnt property. Particular consideration
shall be given to preservation of existing vegetatvisibility of unsightly or incompatible
areas from the road and adjoining properties amd atlequacy of materials to meet
seasonal conditions, soil conditions and lightlendite.

4. Decision by Development Review Board: The DRB shellto approve or disapprove such
site plan withinforty-five days after the date upon which it re@sithe proposed plan, and
failure to so act within such period shall be degmpproval.
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ARTICLE 7: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS, MOBILE HOME PARKS AND
TRAVEL TRAILER PARKS

SECTION 700. RANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS

For the purpose of encouraging flexibility of desmnd development of land in such a manner as
to promote the most appropriate use of land, fatitig the adequate and economic provision of
streets and utilities, preserving the natural aceh& qualities of open land, providing for a
mixture of housing types at different densities pnaviding for the development of existing lots
which because of physical, topographical, or gdoligconditions could not otherwise be
developed, the DRB may approve Planned Unit Dewveéoy (PUD) which do not conform to
the district requirements of the districts whereytlare located. Where such approval is given,
the DRB will follow the procedures set forth below:

Application Procedure: Every applicant for a zoning permit for a PUD Isheubmit all
materials required by Section 605 (b) above. lditaah, the site plan map shall show the
location, height and spacing of all buildings austures, and any unique natural or man
made features of the site. The site plan map $lealiccompanied by a statement setting
forth the nature and extent of any deviations ftbmexisting district zoning regulations.

General Standards for Review In addition to the standards set forth in Sec605(c) above,
the following general standards must be met inoiaiethe DRB to approve an application
for a PUD:

1. The PUD is consistent with the Bethel Town Plan.

2. The overall density of the project will not exceilx number of dwelling units or other
uses which could be permitted in the DRB judgmérihe land were subdivided into lots
in accordance with district regulations.

3. The PUD must be an effective and unified treatnoétihe development possibilities on the
project site, and the development plan must pro¥ethe preservation of streams and
stream banks, steep slopes, wet areas, soils absufor development, forested areas, and
unique natural and man-made features.

4. The development plan will be phased over a reasenpériod of time in order that
adequate municipal facilities and services canrbeiged.

5. The mixed uses in a PUD must be arranged so as tmimpatible and insure visual and
rural privacy for residents of the project and adj# property.

Specific Standards for Review The following specific standards shall be mebpto approval
of an application:

1. To insure adequate privacy for existing or propasseks adjacent to the PUD, structures on
the perimeter shall meet district set back requémeisiand screening may be required.

2. Adequate water and sewage disposal facilities Slegfirovided.
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Permitted and Conditional Uses Uses shall be limited to those permitted and tmrl uses
within the district in which the PUD is proposed.

Open Space If the PUD results in lands available for parksgreation, open space or other
municipal purposes, the DRB as a condition of ipraval may establish such conditions
as to the ownership, use and maintenance of sachds it deems necessary to assure the
preservation of such lands for their intended ps@so

Decision of Development Review Board and Public Heag: In granting approval for a
PUD, the DRB may attach such reasonable conditiaregdition to those allowed above,
as it deems necessary to implement this Ordinafitee DRB shall hold a public hearing
upon notice on the application and shall act taeyp or disapprove the application within
forty-five days after the final public hearing. ileee to act within such period shall be
deemed approval.

SECTION 701. MOBILE HOME PARKS

It is the purpose of this section to provide fog thcation of mobile home parks in areas suitable
for residential use while attempting to achieve masn compatibility with adjacent property,
adequate provision of municipal services and praser of available land. The administrative
officer shall not issue a zoning permit for a melilome park except on approval of the DRB
granted in compliance with the procedures set foeflow.

Application Procedure: Every applicant for a zoning permit for a mobileme park shall
submit all materials and information required byti®m 605 (b) above. In addition, the site
plan map shall show the location of all proposedifeohome sites and common open
space. The site plan map shall be accompaniedstgt@ment describing the services and
facilities that the applicant will provide residsmf the park.

Location of Mobile Home Parks Subject to approval under this section, mobilenbgarks
shall be allowed in the Town in all districts whdreand 2 family residences are allowed,
provided that the overall density of the park daes exceed the density that would be
allowed if each mobile home were treated as a agpaingle family residence. Mobile
home parks shall also be allowed, subject to amromder this section, in the districts
specified below where the stated density and agairements are met.

1. Village Residential district: Overall park densityust not exceed one mobile home per
8,000 square feet and minimum park size must négdsethan 24,000 square feet.

2. East Bethel Village District: Overall park densityust not exceed one mobile home per
20,000 square feet and minimum park size must @deds than 60,000 square feet.

3. Highway Commercial District: Overall park densityish not exceed one mobile home per
acre and minimum park size must not be less tharatwes.

4. Medium Density Development District: Overall par&ndity must not exceed one mobile
home per two (2) acres and minimum park size moisbe less than six acres.

General Standards for Review In addition to the standards set forth in Sectt®%(c), the
following general standards must be met in ordetle DRB to approve an application for
a mobile home park:

1. The mobile home park must be consistent wh#hBethel Town Plan.
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2. The mobile home park must be an effective and emhifreatment of the development
possibilities on the project site, and the develepnplan must provide for the preservation
of streams and stream banks, steep slopes, wed, @eids unsuitable for development,
forested areas and unique natural and man-madedsat

3. The development will be phased over a reasonabledoef time in order that adequate
municipal facilities and services can be provided.

Specific Standards for Review The following specific standards shall be mebpto approval
of an application:

1. The DRB shall take into consideration the objedidescussed in Section 604, Standards
for Site Plan Approval.

2. A minimum of 8,000 square feet of lot area shall grevided for each mobile home
including at least 5,000 square feet for each mobdme site, plus at least 3,000 square
feet for each mobile home in common open spacdusi¥e of roads. Such common space
shall be accessible to all residents of the mobdme park, and shall have a minimum
dimension of 30 feet.

3. Site planning improvements shall provide for fdigB and amenities appropriate to the
needs of the park residents; safe, comfortable,samitary use by the residents under all
weather conditions; and practical and efficientrapen and maintenance of all facilities.

Decision of Development Review Board and Public Heags: In granting approval for a
mobile home park, the DRB may attach such reasenaiiditions as it deems necessary
to implement this Ordinance. The DRB shall holdublic hearing upon public notice on
the application and shall act to approve or disaypthe application within forty-five days
after the final public hearing. Failure to acthuit such period shall be deemed approval.

Effect on State Law Nothing in this section abrogates the respornigibdf a developer to
comply with the provisions of applicable State law.
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SECTION 702. TRAVEL TRAILER PARKS

The Administrative Officer shall not issue a ZoniRgrmit for a travel trailer park except on
approval of the DRB granted in compliance with pinecedures set forth below.

Application Procedure: Every applicant for a Zoningermit for a travel trailer park shall
submit all materials and information required byt®a: 605(b). In addition, the site plan
map shall show the proposed location of each tragéér lot. The site plan map shall be
accompanied by a statement describing the serandsfacilities that the applicant will
provide to users of the park.

General Standards for Review The following general standards must be met leefoe DRB
may approve an application for a travel trailer pam

1. The travel trailer park must be consistent withBe¢hel Town Plan.

2. The travel trailer park must be an effective andfiech treatment of the development
possibilities of the project site, and the develepiplan must provide for the preservation
of streams and stream banks, steep slopes, wed, @eds unsuitable for development,
forested areas and unique natural and man-madedsat

Specific Standards for Review The following specific standards must be met praapproval
of an application:

1. The DRB shall take into consideration the objedigescussed in Section 605(c).

2. Each Trailer lot shall be at least 2,500 squaré¢ ife@area and have a compacted gravel
surface at least 20 feet in width.

3. Each lot shall be located in a dry and well-draiaesh.

4. There shall be an undeveloped area of not less 1b@nfeet in depth between all travel
trailer and tent sites and the traveled portioarof adjacent highway.

Decisions of Development Review Board and Public ldeang: In granting approval for a
travel trailer park, the DRB may attach such reabtenconditions as it deems necessary to
implement this Ordinance. The DRB shall hold aljguearing upon public notice on the
application and shall act to approve or disappritnve application within forty-five days
after the final public hearing. Failure to acthiuit such period shall be deemed approval.
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ARTICLE 8: DEFINITIONS

Except where specifically defined herein, all wongsed in this ordinance shall carry their
customary meanings. Words used in the present tevdude the future, and the singular
includes the plural; the word "lot" includes "plotthe word "building" includes "structure”; the
word "shall" is mandatory; "occupied" or "used" ke considered as though followed by " or
intended, arranged, or designed to be used or @®yp"person” includes “individual,
partnership, association, corporation, companyrgamization.”

Accessory Use or Building A use or building customarily incidental and suboate to the
principal use or building and located on the saate When applied to agriculture, this
shall be deemed to include the sale of producsedabn the property.

Act, The: The Vermont State statute that is the authdoitythis Ordinance. Full title: Vermont
Municipal and Regional Planning and Development 24tV.S.A. $4301 et seq.

Administrative Officer: The Town official nominated by the Planning Commsmn and
appointed by the Select Board whose job is to vecaind review all zoning permit
applications; issue permits for permitted uses i@fer conditional use applications and
appeals for variance to the DRB.

Alteration : Structural change, rearrangement, change ofitogatr addition to a building, other
than repairs and modification in building equipment

Appeal: The exclusive remedy of an interested party wighes to reverse any decision or act
of the Administrative Officer or provision of th@dinance or the Town Plan. Appeals
are made to the DRB and thence to the Environmeédalt under an adverse decision
from theDRB.

Building: Structure having a roof supported by columns allsnand intended for the shelter or
enclosure of persons, animals or goods.

Conditional Use A land use permitted in a given zoning districtlyoafter a hearing and
decision by the DRB (e.g., Site Plan Approval, Bt8pe, Right of Access).

Development The division of a parcel into two or more parcelhe construction,
reconstruction, conversion, structural alterati@hcation, or enlargement of any building
or other structure, or of any mining, excavationJamdfill, and any change in the use of
any building or other structure, or land, or exten®f use of land.

Development Review Board The deliberative body, appointed by the SelecarBp which
hearsand decides appeals and applications for conditicses.

Dwelling or Dwelling Unit: Building or part thereof used as living quarteEnsone-family. The
terms "dwelling”, "one-family dwelling”, "two-famyl dwelling” or "multiple-family
dwelling" shall not include a motel, hotel, boaglitouse, tourist home or similar
structure.

Dwelling, One-Family: Detached building used as living quarters by famnaly.

Dwelling, Two-Family: Building used as living quarters by two familiesependently of each
other.
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Dwelling, Multi-Family : Building used as living quarters by three or méaeilies living
independently of each other.

Family: One or more persons living, sleeping, cookind eating on the same premises as a
single housekeeping unit.

Flood Hazard Area: Land subject to flooding from the base flood.g8efinition of Base Flood
in Flood Hazard Overlay District, p. 26).

Guest House A house with no more than six (6) paying guestsng time with thirty (30) days
maximum length of stay and serving no regular meatept breakfast to guests. A Guest
House is to comply with all state regulations aimersing procedures relating to such
facilities.

Home Occupation An accessory use to a primary residential usedgcted on the same lot as
the residence, which is clearly subordinate tordsdential use and does not change the
character thereof.

Land Development; see Development.

Lot: Developed land or land eligible for developmentder this Ordinance. All lots must
comply with the minimum lot requirements for a giveéistrict and have frontage along a
public road or waters or access to same.

Mobile Home: A prefabricated dwelling unit which:
- Is designed for long term and continuous resideataupancy;
. is designed to be moved on wheels, as a whole sgdtions;

. on arrival at the site, is complete and ready focupancy except for incidental
unpacking, assembly, connections with utilitiesg @tacing on support or a permanent
foundation, or installation as a unit in a previgysepared structure;

. contains the same water supply and waste dispssalraovable housing.

Mobile Home Park: A parcel of land under single or common ownershipcontrol which
contains, or is designed, laid out, or adaptecdctmmmodate three or more mobile homes.

Non-complying Structure: Structure or part thereof not complying with #tening regulations
covering building dimensions, setback or parkingureements for the district in which it is
located, where such structure complied with allliapble laws, ordinances and regulations
prior to the enactment of these regulations, inalgié structure improperly authorized as a
result of error by the Administrative Officer.

Nonconforming Use Use of land or structure which does nomply with all zoning regulations
for the district in which it is located, where suabe conformed to all applicable laws,
ordinances and regulations prior to the enactménhe&se regulations, including a use
improperly authorized as a result of error by Aldeninistrative Officer.

Off-Premise Sign A sign located on any parcel of land, regardt#sswnership, other than that
on which the advertising or business referred todated.

On-Premise Sign A sign which contains information relating to theemises on which the sign
is located.

On-Site Sewage DisposalSewage disposal on the premises or adjacent piepender same
ownership or where an easement for disposal hasdmmired.

Bethel Zoning Ordinance — February 12, 2005 65



Parcel A single area of land which is not divided bypablic road or street and which is
occupied or able to be occupied by a principal aséuilding and its accessory use or
building.

Parking Space Off-street space used for the temporary locatibone licensed motor vehicle,
which is at least nine feet wide and eighteen li@aj, not including access driveway, and
having direct access to a street or approved afyivay.

Permitted Use A use specifically allowed in a given districequiring only the granting of a
zoning permit by the Administrative Officer

Planned Unit Development Area of land under unified control to be devedpas a single
entity for a number of dwelling units, and commatcand industrial uses, where the
arrangement and types of buildings on the parcelaamecessarily conform to the district
requirements of this Ordinance, but where the divelensity of development does not
exceed that which, in the DRB’s judgment, couldpbemitted in the district in accordance
with the district regulations of this Ordinance.

Planning Commission The body appointed by the Select Board for thp@se of preparing the
Town Plan, this Zoning Ordinance and the Town Subitin Regulations.

Principal Building : Building in which is conducted the main or pripai use of the lot on which
said buildingis located.

Public Hearing: A proceeding before the DRB given public noticel apen to thgublic, at
which both applicant/appellant and interested partnay present evidence. A public
hearing is also a proceeding called by the PlanGiagymission or Select Board to offer
residents of the Town and other interested paaiespportunity to discuss and comment
on a proposed Town Plan, any amendments theretoa @roposed bylaw or any
amendment thereto.

Public Notice: Any public notice required for public hearing Bhee given not less than 15 days
prior to the date of the public hearing by (a) peation of the date, place and purpose of
the hearing in a newspaper of general circulatiothe Town of Bethel, and (b) posting
notice in at least three public places in the Towhere any hearing is called in reference
to adoption or amendment of the Town Plan, or dthe Town’s Bylaws, public notice
shall also include publication of the full text tife subject material or publication of a
statement of purpose, a map or description of #a@gaphic areas affected, a table of
contents, and a description of a place within trewi where the full text may be
examined; where any hearing is called in referelncBevelopment Review, one of the
three prescribed locations for posting public retshall be within view from the public
right-of-way most nearly adjacent to the propedyhich a permit application has been
made, and a public notice shall also include writtetification to the applicant and to
owners of all properties adjoining —abutting andoas the street- the property subject to
development. The notification shall include a dggon of the proposed project and shall
be accompanied by information that clearly infor® recipient where additional
information may be obtained, and that participatiothe local proceeding is a prerequisite
to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

Recreational Vehicle A temporary dwelling for travel and recreatiordagonstructed so as to
permit its being used on public roads and highways.
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Residence A building or complex of buildings together witliccessory structures, which
contain one or more dwellings.

Road:. A public right-of-way which affords the principaeans of access to abutting properties
and includes any street, avenue, boulevard, rdiag, and any other public right-of-way.

Sign:  Any device, structure, building or part theréorf visual communication that is used for
the purpose of bringing the subject thereof todttention of the public.

Slope The degree of rise over run of land measurgzkncent.

Structure: An assembly of materials for occupancy or useluding a building, mobile home
or trailer, signs, silo, permanently mounted eq@pmfence, or wall.

Travel Trailer : See Recreational Vehicle.

Variance: A Permit issued in deviation from any provisiohthis Ordinance after an appeal,
public hearing, and approval by the DRB
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ARTICLE 9 ENACTMENT PROVISIONS

SECTION 900. BE-FECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect following its atlop by the Select Board in accordance with
applicable provisions of Vermont law. It shall raman effect until repealed in the manner
described by Section 904 below.

SeECTION 901. B-FECT ON PRIOR ZONING ORDINANCES.

Upon adoption of this Ordinance or amendments tbei@l prior Bethel zoning ordinances,
shall be repealed.

SECTION 902. INTERPRETATION

In their interpretation and application, the praas of this Ordinance shall be held to be
minimum requirements adopted for the promotion loé tpublic health, safety, comfort,

convenience and general welfare. Wherever thesdatsgns impose a greater restriction upon
the use of a structure or land than is requiredaby other statute, ordinance, rule, permit,
easement or agreement, the provisions of this @ndia shall control.

SECTION 903. &VERABILITY

The invalidity of any article or section of thisddmance shalhot affect the validity of any other
article or section thereof.

SECTION 904. RROCEDURE FOR AMENDMENT OR REPEAL

Preparation of Amendment or Repeal A proposal for amendment or repeal may be prepare
by the Planning Commission or by any person or bo#élyproposed amendment or repeal
prepared by a person or body other than the Plgn@Gmmmission shall be submitted in
writing along with any supporting documents to Blanning Commission. If a proposed
amendment or repeal is supported by a petitionesidry not less than five (5%) percent of
the qualified voters of the Town, the Planning Cassion shall proceed promptly under
the provisions of this section as if the propose@mdment or repeal had been prepared by
the Planning Commission.

Planning Commission Hearing The Planning Commission shall hold at least onélip
hearing after public notice on any proposed amemndmerepeal. The Commission shall
thereafter make such changes in the proposed anesndan repeal as it considers
appropriate and shall then submit the proposed dment or repeal to the Select Board.
However, in the case of a proposed amendment ealepipported by a petition signed by
not less than five (5%) percent of the qualifiedeve in the Town, the Commission shall
not make any changes prior to submission of thgggged amendment or repeal to the
Select Board.

Select Board Hearings Not less than fifteen (15) nor more than one heddwenty (120) days
after a proposed amendment or repeal is submittetet Select Board, the Select Board
shall hold the first of one or more public hearingfier public notice, on the proposed
amendment or repeal.
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Adoption by the Select Board Subject to the voters right to petition descrilbetbw, a bylaw,
amendment, or repeal shall be adopted by a majofitiye members of the Select Board at

a meeting held after the final public hearing, ahdll be effective twenty-one (21) days
after adoption.

Permissive Referendum Petition for popular vote: notwithstanding a votethe Select Board
on a bylaw, amendment, or repeal, said vote slaltake effect if five percent (5%) of the
voters of the Town petition for a meeting of thewfoto consider the bylaw, amendment,
or repeal, and the petition is filed within twen@®0) days of the vote. In that case, a

meeting of the Town shall be duly warned for theppse of acting by Australian ballot
upon the bylaw, amendment, or repeal.
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ADDENDUM -BETHEL ZONING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENTS - THROUGH FEBRUARY 12,2005.

November 9, 1980 Changed former Thyng property located on egstde of Rt. 12 & 107
from Village Residential to Village Business.

March 27, 1981 Changed Rt. 107 from Stockbridge Town line tb € Rt. 107 and 12 from
Highway Residential to Highway Commercial.

June 12, 1981 Changed Town Highway #41 commencing at the drttleoVillage Residential
District and going approximately 1,000 feet to therothy Grady property line on the
easterly side of thdnighway from Resource Conservation to Medium Development
District.

September 13,1981Changed Town Highway #41 along the Dartt Hillafla distance of 1,000
feet on each side of the road, from Resource Cwasen District to Rural Development
District. This area starts at the Medium DeveloptmBistrict near 'the Lympus Four
Corners and runs to the Highway Residential DistrcDartt Hill Road.

September 27, 1981 The use category of the area on the easterly gidNorth Main Street
commencing at the southerly boundary of the Betidls property adjacent to the
Calvin Cornell property northerly to the northeddgundary of the Bethel Mills property
adjacent to the Richard Mills property and bouneessterly by the Central Vermont
Railway has been changed from Village ResidentaVillage Industrial. Roadside
Commercial and Town Center are now removed frometteduded list and are included
in the Permitted Use Category in the Village Indastarea. The lot size and setbacks
are to conform to the Light Industrial specificaso The number of employees is
changed from fifteen (15) to thirty (30).

April 9, 1982 To add the following to the Bethel Zoning ordica:

Section 230, Use Categories, Paragraph (e) undampes: Guest House Article 6:

Definitions. Add in the proper alphabetical ord€suest House: A house with no more
than six (6) paying guests at one time with th{89) days maximum length of stay and
serving no regular meals except breakfast to guéstSuest House is to comply with all

state regulations and licensing procedures relatiragich facilities.

Auqust 27, 1982 To amend as follows:

A section of land formerly zoned Villageesidential has been rezoned Village Industrial.
This section of land lies south of Bethel Villagethe vicinity of the Paini Monument
building and the former "Boarding House". Begimiat a point on the south side of
Route 107 which point is the same point on the @rypline separating Hugh and Elsie
Benson from Philip Paini and proceeding eastey@lsaid right-of-way of Route 107 a
distance of 450 feet, thence turning at a 90 degrege and proceeding a distance of
200 feet in a southerly direction to the boundagpasating the Village Residential
District from Village industrial District, thenceumning westerly 90 degree and
proceeding 450 feet in a westerly direction on lolaup line to the property line
separating Lots 11 & 12(so-called Gilson lots),nite turning a 90 degree angle and
Proceeding northerly a distance of approximately 2@t to the point of beginning.

Bethel Zoning Ordinance — February 12, 2005 70



May 3, 1983 To amend as follows:

1. Section 271 (F) Village Commercial District. To change Town Cen@®mmercial and
Individual Service from excluded category to then@itional Use Category.

2. Section 272 East Bethel Village District. To mga Commercial Group Service from
excluded to conditional use.

3. Section 273 (d) To change Individual Service, Agriculture and Mupa from
Conditional Use to Permitted Use.

4, Section 276 Resource Conservation District. To change wordm¢g) under permitted
use to one and two family residential to correspaitt the chart.

S. On Page 23 to correct typographical error und@é) (1) of the second line, last word from
flood to floor.

December 23, 1991To amend the District Classification of a sectaf land on the southerly
side of State Route 107 from Village Residentiadtiict to Village Industrial District,
the bounds of the subject being described as fatig@ection 210): Commencing at a
point on the southerly edge of the right-of-wayStéte route 107 said point also being on
the westerly edge of the right-of-way of Bethel ToWighway #48 i.e. at the intersection
of said rights-of-way; thence turning and runningai southerly Direction along the line
of the right-of-way to said Town Highway #48 a diste of approximately two hundred
(200) feet to intersect the boundary line of therent Village Industrial District; thence
turning and running in a westerly direction alorg tboundary line of the Village
Industrial District a distance of approximately téhmusand (2,000) feet; thence turning
in a northerly direction and continuing along treubdary of the said Village Industrial
District a distance of approximately two hundre®@(p feet to intersect the southerly
edge of the right-of-way of State Route 107; thetwcaing in an easterly direction and
following the right-of-way of said State Route 1i@ahe point and place of beginning.

December 23, 1991To amendsection 277: to replace the present "Flood Hazard Area Ditric
regulations with new regulations as per those abps Interim Bylaws by the
Legislative body of the Town on July 22, 1991; fiveposed newgection 277 would
have the following sub-section headings; Purposscbption, Interpretation of District
Boundaries, Permitted Uses, Conditional Uses, Gmail Use Review and Approval
Procedures, Considerations by the Board of Adjustm@onditions Attached to
Conditional Uses, Special Administrative Procedur@snual Report, Warning of
Disclaimer of Liability, Precedence of RegulatioBgfinitions.

July 11, 1992 Section 318: (Temporary Uses and Structures) tb thd following sentence:
"Extraction of soil, sand and Gravel must meetrdgirements ofection 321; Section
321 (Extraction of soil, Sand and Gravel) to repldoe present section with a new text
having the following sub-section headings: Applieat for Approval, Criteria for
Approval.

July 7, 1994 Section 230 (h) Light Industrial (definition);Section 230 (i) Heavy Industrial
(definition); Section 271 (d) (3) and (4) Conditional Uses and Excluded Uses

October 15, 1996 Effective date the Development Review Board @&ea
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February 12, 200%ffective date of amendments to bring ordinante aompatibility with new
provisions of VSA Title 24 Chapter 117.
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